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We have always believed that challenging social inequality and promoting 
social mobility begins with education. When Old Blue Eric Dolton got in 
touch to tell us about his life after Christ’s Hospital he confirmed just that. A 
successful Research Chemist who has been awarded three fellowships, Eric 
attributes much of his success to the opportunity first given to him at Christ’s 
Hospital.

“My experience at 
CH changed the 
course of my life”. 

A SCHOOL LIKE NO OTHER

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO CURRENT PUPILS?

OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES TO FUTURE GENERATIONS

“I appreciate my CH education even more when I look back 
on what I have subsequently managed to achieve through 
life. If I would give any advice to current pupils, it would be to 
realise how lucky you are, make the most of the opportunity 
you have been given, discover your talents and maximise their 
use.”

“I still remember walking between the chapel pews after the 
leavers’ service, and feeling a wave of emotion when I began 
to appreciate that I was leaving somewhere very special. I felt 
then that I had been incredibly fortunate to receive a bursary 
and I must prove that I deserved it.”

Eric’s own experiences have left him wanting to do more for 
those who have the talent but not the means to pursue their 
academic ambitions. He said “I am so grateful for all that I 
have received and I hope that by leaving a legacy in my Will, 
others can benefit and make the most of the same exceptional 
opportunities.”

SHARE YOUR OWN CH STORY 

WHAT IMPACT DID CH HAVE ON YOUR LIFE?

“Looking back, I can say with utmost certainty 
that my experience at CH changed the course of 
my life. My father was a bus driver, and although 
I passed the 11+, he could not have afforded 
the books and uniform for me to even attend a 
Grammar School on his wages. Receiving a CH 
bursary therefore offered me an education that I 
would not have otherwise had.”

WHAT IMPACT DID CH HAVE ON YOUR CAREER?

“Christ’s Hospital was instrumental in giving me an education that led me to my 
passion for science.  I had a very enquiring mind and was inspired by the tremendous 
enthusiasm of my Chemistry teacher - he made the subject so interesting that I just 
wanted to learn more. The support of my teachers ensured I succeeded in climbing the 
academic ladder which opened the door for me to pursue Chemistry as a Career.”

“CH fixed my mind on what I wanted to do; it instilled in me a determination to succeed 
and gave me the opportunity to use my talents to the best of my ability. This has stayed 
with me ever since”.

Eric left CH in 1946 and started work as a Laboratory Assistant whilst pursuing his studies 
through evening classes to become a qualified Research Chemist. He continued his 
career working for major companies including Imperial Chemical Industries, British 
Nylon Spinners, and Dylon International conducting research in the field of colour 
chemistry and fibre.  At a time when the dye industry was being revolutionised, Eric’s 
research supported the advancement of new strongly coloured synthetic dyes for 
nylon, and the development of the world’s first washable suede in a variety of colours. 
His achievements have been recognized with the award of three fellowships from the 
Royal Society of Chemists (F.R.S.C), the Society of Dyers and Colourists (F.S.D.C) and the 
Society of Leather Technologists and Chemists (F.S.L.T.C).  

Eric has since enjoyed retirement on the golf course and, believe it or not, at age 86, he 
is still travelling the world!

“Now in retirement, I can reflect on my time at CH and recognise how important it 
was in my life. I developed incredible team spirit living with boys from all different 
backgrounds. I gained access to a broad range of subjects, teaching, sports coaching 
and endless books which I would never have otherwise come across – it opened my 
mind to a whole new world of opportunity!”

“CH fixed my mind on what I wanted to do; it 
instilled in me a determination to succeed and 
gave me the opportunity to use my talents to the 
best of my ability”. 

By telling your CH story, you will help us to bring to life the 
experience of Christ’s Hospital for people who might wish to get 
involved in supporting this unique school. 

Your story can inspire, motivate, enthuse and entertain; it can 
remind us of our past and ensure our future. Whether you are an 
Old Blue, parent or supporter of CH, sharing your story can help 
to remind others about the impact of a CH education and the life 
changing effect it can have.

GET INVOLVED

To share your CH story please contact the Development Team on:

T:  01403 247519 
E: development@christs-hospital.org.uk
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