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LIFE AFTER CH

I studied English Language and Literature at King’s College London 
immediately following my Grecian year at CH. After that, I spent a year 
at the University of Law (London Moorgate) completing the Graduate 
Diploma on Law, a conversion course for postgraduate students looking 
to transfer to a career in the law. I then spent a year completing the Legal 
Practice Course, a vocational course required for future solicitors, at 
Kaplan Law School, before starting my legal training contract at a City law 
firm.

I started university immediately after leaving CH but took a gap year 
between my GDL and LPC studies. I sent six months of that year 
off working as a paralegal at a Silver Circle law firm to develop my 
experience, and spent the rest of my time off travelling to Haiti and 
Ghana, and working on other personal projects back in London.

I am currently an Associate Solicitor at CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP (“CMS UK”), specialising in 
Financial Services. I also work as a digital content creator and freelance photographer outside of my day to day role.

To date, I am probably most proud of myself for qualifying as a solicitor of England and Wales following two years of law 
school and another two years completing the legal training contract. During those years there were so many big-ticket 
moments though; through the seemingly endless work days and steep learning curve it was always rewarding to read 
about a transaction I’d worked on in the Financial Times, or walk past a commercial building I’d helped draw up the 
contracts for.

CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

One of my biggest challenges has been balancing my legal career 
with my personal life and passion projects. The training contract 
experience was a highly stressful time as it was important to put my 
best foot forward every single day in order to secure an Associate 
position at the end of the two-year period. Carving out time and 
paying attention to my other projects, as well as making time for 
family and friends, is a tough balancing act but I’m improving on it 
with time. 

Outside of my role as a solicitor, one of my proudest moments 
was probably being presented with two awards for my fashion and 
lifestyle website Style Statute in 2015. Building a community of 
likeminded people with a genuine interest in my writing and 
content creation still surprises me to this day, and has provided 
opportunities to work with some of my favourite brands to date. 
Knowing that I’ve achieved those milestones through acting on 
my lifelong passions, and knowing just how much further I can 
take those projects provided I put in hard work, is both incredibly 
rewarding and inspiring for me. 

WHAT’S NEXT?

I’m still so early on in my legal career that I want to take some 
more time to develop as a practitioner and solidify my expertise 
in my current field (which includes consumer finance and FinTech). 
I have lots of goals which I am working towards in terms of life 
alongside my day job, but time will tell as to what the outcome of 
those will be(!)

You can keep up with me via Twitter at @afiajasmine.

One of the biggest benefits of being a pupil at Christ’s 
Hospital - both for myself and, I think, for everyone - was 
being able to understand and learn from people who had 
come from entirely different walks of life. Now that I am in the 
working world I am particularly appreciative of that, because 
unfortunately a lot of people are not as accustomed to, or 
tolerant of, difference. Being at CH allowed me to cultivate an 
open mind from a young age, and that is invaluable. I was also 
glad to have built a network of likeminded classmates during 
my time at CH, many of whom I am still in contact with today. They enriched my secondary school experience just by 
being themselves. That community at CH was so supportive and I know that I have made friends for life.

I was very much involved in the sporting life at CH, and still hold so many positive memories of hockey games in sleet 
and snow, tennis matches in sweltering heat, overseas netball tours. And how could I forget house cup! Everyone 
putting on their house colours and heading to Little or Big Side after lunch to see who would win the annual house 
sporting trophy. 

One thing I remember about CH is just how spacious the sporting grounds are. Being a city girl through and through, 
having lived in Central London my whole life, I would have perhaps missed out on having easy access to so many high 
quality sporting facilities had I attended another school.

I was especially proud to have been awarded Academic Buttons for outstanding achievement at A-Level at the 
beginning of my Grecian year. Becoming a buttoned Grecian was something I had aspired to for a long time and so 
when I finally met that goal I was so pleased.

Perhaps one of the biggest support systems offered to me (and other students) from an academic / careers perspective 
was the Old Blue network. The many solicitors and barristers who form a part of the school’s alumni body were so helpful 
to me in providing advice and insight into their own careers, which helped me to make informed decisions as to which 
direction I wanted my own career to take.

“Being at CH allowed 
me to cultivate an 
open mind from a 
young age, and that 
is invaluable.”

http://www.stylestatute.com/
https://twitter.com/afiajasmine



