
HELPING 
VULNERABLE 
CHILDREN 
ACHIEVE 
THEIR 
POTENTIAL



OUR WORK IN DEPRIVED AREAS

Since 1552, CH has reacted 
dynamically to the needs of society. 
Our current outreach programme 
was designed in response to 
Government research, which ranked 
local authorities in terms of the 
social mobility prospects of children 
from a disadvantaged background; 
highlighting a stark postcode 
lottery in life chances. Our focus 
centres on regions in the top 10% 
most deprived areas in England – 
including areas in the South-East 
such as Margate, Ramsgate and 
Southend-on-Sea where children 
face some of the worst levels of 
economic and social deprivation. 

Working in partnership with local 
authorities, primary schools, parents 

and carers, we have developed 
strong referral networks to identify 
highly vulnerable children and 
ensure our bursary places go to 
those who need it most. For these 
children, a CH education can be 
a lifeline. Their circumstances vary; 
some are in care or are at risk of 
going into care, others are exposed 
to domestic violence, several have 
siblings or parents they help care 
for, and others get by on benefits or 
lack the bare essentials we take for 
granted. 

CH is uniquely positioned to offer 
support for these vulnerable 
children; stability, security and an 
opportunity to thrive and break 
free from disadvantage. 

The Coronavirus crisis is having a devastating 
effect on society and will change the lives of many. 
It has intensified the circumstances of vulnerable 
families and has shone a light further still on areas of 
deprivation where the impact is double the rate seen 
in more affluent places. 

We have always helped the most disadvantaged 
children. These families and their children need 
CH now more than ever. 



ROSE’S STORY 

Rose is 10 years old and has 

recently been placed in foster care. 
Like many of the young people 
at Christ’s Hospital and some of 
those joining us this September, 
Rose has not had an easy start 
in life. Despite all the challenges 
she continues to face, Rose has 
shown exceptional academic 
ability and resilience. 

CH has been working in 
collaboration with Rose’s Virtual 
School (the local authority 

champion to promote the 

educational attainment 
of children in care), social workers, 
and carers, to ensure she has the 
best opportunity to reach her 
potential. Her story demonstrates 
the positive impact of our outreach 
to vulnerable children in deprived 
areas from a personal, social care 
and educational perspective.

 “it was a delight to see 
the sheer happiness on 
the little girl’s face as 
we pulled up to Christ’s 
Hospital. She embraced 
the ethos of the school and 
navigated her way around 
the tour with confidence 
and curiosity.”

Annette



The way I feel about going to Christ’s Hospital, is, excited 
because when I did the entrance exam I felt sure that I was 
going to fail, but I didn’t and that made me feel that I am 
finally good at something. Because of not failing the entrance 
exam, that has made me really excited so I can make my 
family and foster family proud. That isn’t the only reason 
I’m excited though, as I am also excited because I know that 
going here is such a privilege in itself.

The way that this will definitely change my future is, 
I know I will study and work hard so I can get good results 
in all of my exams and then because I have done so well, 
I hope to go to university. This will definitely change 
my future into a good one.

Rose, New CH pupil starting September 2020



SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE

“We know, through national data 

analysis, that our ‘Children Looked 

After’ fair less well than their peers. 

It is recognised that the majority of 

our work within the Virtual School 

is targeted towards ‘Narrowing the 

Gap’. Our work can be challenging, 

demanding, heart-breaking, 

exhausting and all too often thankless, 

so what on earth keeps us going?.. 

 

Rose is one of our ‘Looked After 

Children’ who has shown exceptional 

academic ability. On her first school 

visit, it was a delight to see the sheer 

happiness on the little girl’s face as 

we pulled up to Christ’s Hospital. 

She embraced the ethos of the school 

and navigated her way around the 

tour with confidence and curiosity. 

Rose has a clear thirst for learning, 

she sailed through the application 

process with ease and enthusiasm. 

To everyone’s delight, Christ’s Hospital 

have offered Rose a full bursary.”

Annette, Rose’s Virtual School Headteacher

EDUCATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

“Rose made an impression from the 

beginning for her resilience and ready 

trust of adults. She was very open, 

and quite self-aware. Loyalty, honesty 

and kindness were her top three 

characteristics in others, and the high 

value she placed on friendship was 

noteworthy; I felt these were strong 

indicators that Rose would make a 

success of boarding at CH, despite her 

struggles. She had a very strong sense 

of self and knows that she is loved by 

her family despite not being able to live 

with them, so I felt that she would not be 

in danger of ‘acting out’ her conflicted 

emotions as a boarder. She also had a 

very optimistic outlook generally, and a 

positive view of other people. 

 

Rose demonstrated a clear love of 

learning and I felt this, combined with 

her love of music (including singing and 

learning the violin on a loan instrument 

from her school), made her a natural fit 

with CH. As well as having a lively sense 

of humour, she seemed highly attuned 

to the older pupils’ expectations of 

behaviour and this was an important 

factor in our confidence in Rose’s 

potential as a boarder.”

Amanda, Houseparent for Rose during 
the CH residential assessments



CAN YOU HELP MORE DISADVANTAGED 
CHILDREN LIKE ROSE?

The Coronavirus pandemic will have a tremendous knock-on effect 
on the lives of vulnerable families who face increasing pressure on 
their circumstances. We must identify more vulnerable children like 
Rose, who will benefit from a place at Christ’s Hospital. 

Increasing fundraised income is the only way to guarantee more 
bursary places at CH and provide transformative education for 
disadvantaged children.

WE MUST ACT TOGETHER NOW

To make a gift to our Bright Futures campaign and  
support more disadvantaged children at CH,  
please visit: www.christs-hospital.org.uk/support-us  
or complete the enclosed form.  
For more information please contact the  
Development Office on 01403 246570 or  
development@christs-hospital.org.uk

“She had a very strong sense of self and 
knows that she is loved by her family 
despite not being able to live with them.”

Amanda
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