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Dear Old Blues, 

Once again, a former pupil has courageously brought Gary Dobbie to justice for multiple offences of indecent 

assault, this time committed between 1986 and 1991. It is hard to find the right words to express the depth of our 

sadness and dismay, as a school community, at the dreadfulness of this situation. 

As the current Headmaster and Treasurer, we are deeply sorry that the School failed to protect the victim of 

these offences and those others who were entrusted to our care during what should have been happy and 

settled years. Our apology to them is heartfelt and we hope that this conviction, the culmination of what must 

have been a very difficult experience in the criminal justice process, will bring some measure of comfort. 

The School today is a very different place, one in which the safety, happiness and wellbeing of our pupils is at 

the centre of all we do.  Close links with local statutory agencies help ensure that our practices and 

decision-making are both compliant, effective and open. 

We have worked closely with the police throughout this and previous investigations to provide as much 

assistance as possible and would encourage anyone else who may have suffered abuse at the School to come 

forward if they feel able to do so. A report can be made in a number of ways:  

 Our dedicated email address – safeguarding@christs-hospital.org.uk – which is staffed by a small team of

specialists who can respond to your concerns or pass them on to the relevant authorities. All approaches will

be dealt with sympathetically and in complete confidence.

 Sussex Police can be reached on 01273 470101.

 There are a number of organisations providing support for victims of child sexual abuse including NAPAC

(the National Association of People Abused in Childhood) on 0808 801 0331 and the NSPCC on 0808 800

5000.

The experiences of those affected underpin our continued commitment to ensuring that time spent at Christ’s 

Hospital is a safe, happy and fulfilling one for every child here.   

With kind regards, 

Simon Reid Christopher Steane 

Headmaster  Treasurer and Chairman of the Council 
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