
 

 

 

 

Christ’s Hospital Designer in Residence  
The year in review – a first-hand perspective 

‘A school like no other’, Christ’s Hospital’s slogan has absolutely reflected my 

experience. From the daily marching to uniforms unchanged for 460 years, Christs 

Hospital is, without doubt, a school with a difference that is engaging and an enjoyable 

place to work.  

One of the elements which struck me most when I first arrived at Christ’s Hospital, the 

pupils. Due to a careful selection progress, CH hosts a truly diverse social array of 

students in a teaching environment that is very welcoming.  

In addition the staff have been very helpful and friendly from moment I arrived. Most 

staff live on site or close by so there is a close community spirit. Within this community 

there are wellbeing programs, where staff can sample other subjects, a bar, which 

hosts social events and a sports centre, as well as many more great opportunities to 

socialise.  

The majority of my time was spent in the Design Technology department.  At the start 

of the year, I set up a workspace within the Designer in Residence specific studio. This 

large space is the ideal workspace for the role, with large wall space to generate ideas 

and extensive desk space for a multitude of test pieces.  

Across the corridor is the office for the teaching staff. This wonderful team allowed me 

to feel settled from day one. I have learnt to plan lessons, organise activities and teach 

multiple new manufacturing and production techniques.  

The department itself offers a wealth of machines, from 3D printers, CNC routers, 

lasers and plasma cutters to lathes of all types. These facilities have provided great 

opportunities for me and the students.  

  



 
 

 
 

During my time at CH, I taught two years 7 classes and assisted the teaching staff with 

year 10, 11 and sixth form classes. Through watching the staff, I have been able to 

see how students respond to certain questions or direction as well as much more. With 

the addition of my year 7 group, this has meant that my confidence has grown and I 

now feel very comfortable to present to a class of any size and age, something I have 

improved upon dramatically since I started and will help me extensively going forward 

when as a designer within a team. 

In addition to teaching; once a week boarding house duty is required where I have to 

sign in the students at breakfast, lunch and tea and look after them in-house. Although 

this is a challenging task, it has become a pleasure which I now regard as a very 

pleasant evening. 

Other evening tasks are prep (homework) sessions within the department. There are 

two a week and these sessions allow the students to catch up with work and get extra 

advice. These are enjoyable evenings where the pupils and staff are more relaxed.  

I have had a marvellous year as Designer in Residence at Christ’s Hospital. It has 

allowed me to progress my portfolio through the spare time purposefully left within the 

timetable and learn how to better my communication skills with both pupils and staff.  

The living accommodation, shared with the Artist in Residence, is spacious and having 

my own personal studio in the department makes this a fantastic job for anyone who 

wants to progress their portfolio, create an abundance of new projects and help the 

next generation of designers. 

 


