
 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE  

GRADUATE ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 
 
There is no such thing as a typical day as Artist-in-Residence at Christ’s Hospital. As a 
boarding school it is all encompassing. The role includes teaching, extra-curricular activities, 
and pastoral duties, as well as setting an example of what an artist is. 
 
As Artist-in-Residence I teach the junior end of the school, from Years 7 to 9. It has been a 
great opportunity to try out teaching in a supportive environment. The other teachers in the 
department are founts of knowledge and very generous with their time and help. Talking to 
them and observing their classes has taught me a lot. The small class sizes of between 10 - 
15 pupils has also made it much easier to grips with teaching. 
 
In addition to teaching, I also help out around the department. Two evenings a week I assist 
in overseeing art prep. This is for the pupils to come in and do their homework. It gives me a 
chance to interact with the senior pupils, to see what they are working on and help them 
problem-solve any issues they run into. Twice a week I am involved in extra-curricular 
activities. On a Monday I run the junior art active and on Thursday’s I help guide the Year 9’s 
through making sock monkeys, teaching them basic sewing skills. 
 
The Art School is also open every afternoon, Monday to Friday plus Sundays, for the pupils 
to come and work on their projects. It is amazingly well stocked and has excellent facilities 
including a dark room, printing presses, sewing room, kilns, and an extensive art library, so 
having it open to the pupils this much allows them to make the most of it. 
 
On top of my role in the Art School, I play a pastoral role as a tutor in one of the boarding 
houses. This means that one day a week I supervise mealtimes for all 50 boys, ages 11 to 
17, in Peele B and then spend the evening in house making sure they have done their 
homework, putting them to bed and making sure they are all safe and sound. As part of my 
role in the boarding house I have a tutor group who I help support academically. Working in 
a boarding house gives you such an insight into the lives of the pupils, their struggles and 
their triumphs. It has been lovely seeing the boys grow and mature over the past two years. 
 
When I am not teaching, planning, helping out around the department or the school, I am in 
my studio. It is a really spacious studio with huge north-facing windows that I have all to 
myself. While the pupils are not allowed in it without permission, it is lovely to invite them in 
and share what I am working on. My practice has really benefited from the very generous 
materials budget and the excellent opportunity for a solo show at the end of the year. As part 
of the role of Artist-in-Residence I also gave a talk to the pupils to provide them insight into 
what it means to be an artist. 
 
There are a number of perks that come with the job. The most significant, in relation to my 
practice, have been the free meals and twenty-four hour access to the studio which has 
allowed me to focus even more of my time on developing my work. The role of Artist-in-
Residence at Christ’s Hospital is definitely a lifestyle choice as during term times it is very full 
on, but it has been a privilege to work with the pupils, helping them navigate the route 
through adolescence to adulthood.  
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