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Christ’s Hospital celebrates 
120 years in West Sussex

In the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year a unique Horsham school with 
royal connections is commemorating its own special anniversary

One of the world’s 
most historic and 
distinctive schools 
has every reason to 

celebrate Her Majesty’s Platinum 
Jubilee. Christ’s Hospital has 
an extraordinary history going 
back to 1552 when King Edward 
VI responded to an impassioned 
sermon on the needs of London’s 
poor. He became the patron and 
founder of the school – then 
in the parish of Christchurch – 
that fed, clothed and educated 

underprivileged children. A 
second royal charter was given 
to the school by Charles II 
and nowadays a senior pupil 
traditionally offers a loyal 
address to any new monarchs 
entering the city of London for 
the first time.

The Queen is the school’s 
patron, and the UK’s leading 
charitable school and largest 
bursary charity has launched 
a special bursary to mark the 
Jubilee year. In the same year, 

‘The education 
I’ve received has 
made me realise 
that whatever 
goal I want is 
attainable if I 
work hard for it’
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Left: 
Girls wear the 
same coats as the 
boys with skirts

Right: 
The original 
uniform isn’t  
that different  
from today’s

BeLow: 
Christ’s Hospital 
dates back to 1552

it is also celebrating the 470th 
anniversary of the school and 
120 years since it relocated 
to Horsham. Christ’s Hospital 
provides free, or substantially 
reduced places, to over 630 of its 
900 pupils annually, more than 
any other organisation in the UK. 
The total bursary support given 
by the school each year is more 
than £18m.

The many notable alumni, or 
Old Blues, span the centuries and 
professions, including writers  
and poets Charles Lamb and 
Edmund Blunden, conductors 
Sir William Glock, Sir Colin 
Davies and Charles Hazlewood, 
Oxbridge principals Elizabeth 
Llewellyn-Smith, Ruth Deech  
and Alan Ryan, trade unionist 
John Edmonds and aviation 
engineer Barnes Wallis. 
Sportsmen include former  
Sussex and England bowler John 
Snow as well as current England 
rugby player Joe Launchbury.

In an era of rapidly changing 
fashions, one of the most 
noticeable aspects of the 
independent boarding and day 
school is the uniform which 
has hardly changed since Tudor 
times. Instantly recognisable, 
the uniform is possibly the oldest 
in existence. For boys it consists 
of a long blue coat, belted at the 
waist and worn with matching 
knee breeches, yellow socks and 
white neck bands. The girls wear 
the same coat, but with matching 
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skirt. It is provided to all pupils 
free of charge. Bringing a modern 
twist to the historic garments, 
pupils can choose their own 
footwear with many opting for  
Dr Martens boots.

At one time Christ’s Hospital 
used to have its own currency 
and fascinating facts that 
continue to this day include the 
school having its own railway 
station, which was opened in 
1902 to enable pupils to get to 
the school from London and 
outlying areas. Pupils in uniform 
are entitled to free entry to the 
Tower of London and the school 
marching band plays regularly at 
Lord’s, Twickenham and the Lord 
Mayor’s Show.

Despite its historic trappings 
it combines tradition with 
modern facilities that feature 
a diverse academic curriculum 
coupled with challenging and 

rewarding experiences outside 
the classroom, such as the  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and 
Model United Nations where 
students assume the role of 
ambassadors to debate and seek 
to solve global issues.

Headteacher Simon Reid 
concludes: ‘Christ’s Hospital is 
widely known in the UK for its 
outstanding education principle 
and its diverse breadth of pupils. 
It is the mission of Christ’s 
Hospital to continue to enable 
those from all corners of society 
to come together and thrive 
regardless of their background.’

Former pupil Aiysha left 
Christ’s Hospital last June 
and is now in her first year 
at Loughborough University. 
‘Coming from an area in east 
London where you see certain 
things happen to your friends, 
you can sometimes think that 
there’s not a way out,’ she says. 
‘Christ’s Hospital has allowed 
me to escape and experience the 
possibilities that an education 
with support can provide. Many 
of my friends back home are not 
at university. The education I’ve 
received has made me realise  
that whatever goal I want is 
attainable if I work hard for it.’

Records show that in 1846,  
the school was described as  
‘a remarkable school’ and ‘…a  
thing without parallel in this 
country’. The same could still  
be said today. u

good to 
know
Christ Hospital 
hosts open 
mornings for 
prospective 
pupils. For more 
details email 
hello@christs-
hospital.org.uk.  
Visit: christs-
hospital.org.uk


