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SIMON REID, HEAD TEACHER

Looking back on Lent term, it has been
characteristically busy and fun, with some
of the highlights being our annual
Steeplechase, the whole-school
photograph and the CH Band performing
at Brighton and Hove Albion.

Students have had the opportunity to hear
from a range of inspirational visiting
speakers and to take part in events and
competitions designed not only to be
enjoyable, but also educational,
challenging and confidence-building.

We have also hosted a number of events
for the outside community, such as the
Sussex School Cross Country
Championships, Maths Challenges and a
Choral Day for primary school children.

Over the Easter holidays, there have been
various exciting trips, including a French
trip to Normandy, a Spanish trip to
Valencia, a sailing expedition to the
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Norfolk Broads and a CCF adventure
training camp to Wales. Do look out for
news and photos of these which will be
shared as soon as possible in the near
future.

Meanwhile, there is much to look forward
to in the summer term, with preparations
underway for flagship events such as
Speech Day and various music and drama
productions. A reminder to Grecians’
parents that Speech Day will take place
on Saturday 24 May 2025. Invitations
have now been sent by email, and we
kindly request that RSVPs are submitted
by 22 April. Please note that a maximum
of two tickets per family are available.

Term date change
The second leave weekend in the

Michaelmas term 2025 will begin on
Thursday 20 November, ending as
planned on Sunday 23 November.
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SPITAL SERMON

The Spital Sermon is one of the
enduring customs and traditions
unique to CH and originates
from our connection with the
City of London. The name of the
service comes from the Hospital
of St Mary Without Bishopsgate;
these days it takes place in the
church of St Lawrence Jewry
(next to the Guildhall). The first
appearance in public of CH
students wearing the bluecoat
uniform was at a Spital Sermon
in 1553. The service is attended
annually by the Head, governors
and head students of both CH
and of King Edward’s Witley (our
sister school). The two schools
alternate in providing a reader
and the choir for the service.
This year, it was our turn to
provide the choir, meaning that
members of the congregation
were treated to a beautiful
performance of Stanford’s Beati
Quorum Via and an
arrangement of the spiritual,
Steal Away by our Schola
Cantorum.

Christ’s Hospital recently hosted its
exciting bi-annual Maths Challenge for
Year 5 children. The event took place
on 10 February at the historic Guildhall
in London and brought together 236
enthusiastic mathematicians from 57
schools across the region. It was a
unique opportunity for the young
students who attended to test their
problem-solving abilities and
mathematical knowledge with a series
of challenging tasks and puzzles in a
fun, interactive environment.

Student helpers from Christ's Hospital
provided guidance and support
throughout the event, creating an
encouraging atmosphere for all
participants. At the end of the day, the
top performers were recognised and
awarded prizes for their achievements.

‘What a fantastic afternoon at the
Christ's Hospital Maths Challenge with
our year 5 children — they loved every
moment’ said Head of Mathematics at
St James Preparatory School, Emma

— AN ENDURING TRADITION

Foster. ‘It was such an inspirational day
and a brilliant initiative.’

The Maths Challenge reflects Christ's
Hospital’s commitment to promoting
excellence in education and nurturing
young talent; it aims to encourage a
love for mathematics among primary
school children and foster a spirit of
friendly competition.
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CHRIST'S HOSPITAL CELEBRATES MULTIPLE OFFERS FROM OXBRIDGE

In a remarkable display of academic
excellence, 10 students from Christ’s
Hospital have received offers from the
prestigious Oxford and Cambridge
universities.

Among the successful applicants, all
three candidates who applied to
Cambridge University to study music
have been offered places, marking an
exceptional achievement for our music
department. Beyond music, students
have also received offers to study a
diverse range of subjects such as
medicine, PPE (philosophy, politics and
economics), biomedical engineering,
classics, geography, philosophy and
linguistics.

‘We are incredibly proud of our
students’ accomplishments in securing
offers from Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. The success of all three
music applicants to Cambridge is

particularly noteworthy and reflects the
dedication and talent nurtured within
our music department’ remarked
Simon Reid, Head Teacher. "Whether
they received offers or not, all our
Oxbridge applicants worked very hard
towards their applications and deserve
congratulations; they will no doubt
l‘lourish at their eventual destinations.’

In preparation for their applications,
our Oxbridge applicants underwent a
thorough and detailed support
programme at CH. This included
detailed input into many different
facets of a successful application: how
to select the right college;
understanding the grades they would
need to be successful; and effective
interview technique, as well as off-site
mock interviews.

Will Richards, Head of Sixth Form, said
'‘Oxbridge universities place ever more
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weight on students’ supercurricular
pursuits — anything that falls outside of
normal lessons but is specifically related
to the subject the student wants to
study — such as entering essay
competitions, attending talks, pursuing
work experience placements and other
challenges. All of our successful
candidates have amassed a vast
portfolio of such activities which will
have played a large part in their
success.’

Christ's Hospital continues to uphold its
tradition of providing a world-class
education that empowers students to
strive for the highest levels of
achievement. Our dedication to
fostering academic and personal
growth ensures that our students are
well-equipped to make meaningful
contributions in their chosen fields and
society at large.

ACADEMIC BUTTONS

Large silver buttons and velvet cuffs are a symbol
of academic distinction at Christ's Hospital.
'Academic buttons’ are awarded to Grecians (Year
13s), who have demonstrated exceptional
academic performance in multiple subjects. The
buttons depict the head of King Edward VI, the
school's founder, and were introduced a little over
200 years ago. This year's recipients (pictured) have
exciting future plans and have been receiving
offers from some of the country’s top universities!



ELLA AL-SHAMAHI TALK

On 17 January, the renowned explorer, BBC presenter,
paleoanthropologist, and stand-up comic, Ella Al-Shamahi,
came to speak to students about the Neanderthals.

Ella is one of the leading experts on this subject, and her
recent TED Talk has received over 2.5 million views. She is
also the author of Times Book of the Year, The Handshake.

Aspen (DG/Year 12) said:

‘The mix of thrilling adventures and scientific insights kept
the talk thought-provoking and dynamic, allowing the
audience to reflect on what they thought they knew about
the evolution of the homo genus. Although the focus was
mainly on Neanderthals, Al-Shamahi also shared her work
exploring Paleolithic caves in some of the world's most
hostile and unstable countries, such as Irag, Syria and
Yemen. Due to her vivid personality and inspiring stories,
the talk was unusual and engaging in equal measures.
Being a stand-up comedian who has performed at the
Edinburgh Fringe enables her to bring a unique
combination of wit and science to the stage. In all, it was a
delightful and insightful talk briefly exploring Al-Shamahi's
work as a paleoanthropologist and an evolutionary
biologist.'

MARINA CANTACUZINO TALK

Renowned journalist Marina Cantacuzino MBE captivated
our GCSE Theology and Philosophy students, as well as
budding journalists, with a powerful talk on forgiveness.
Marina delved into her experiences reporting on the Irag
war, highlighting how this led her to establish the
groundbreaking Forgiveness Project. She shared stories of
individuals who, despite enduring profound trauma and
injustice, chose forgiveness over revenge.

In a thought-provoking discussion, Marina explored the
nuances of forgiveness, sparking insightful questions from
students on the complexities of the concept.

Students who attended the event were deeply impacted by
Marina's message. One student expressed, 'l really enjoyed
the event and found that it opened my eyes to what
forgiveness is and that it's possible to forgive no matter
how large the crime, even if it's very difficult.” Another
described the event as ‘powerful and thought-provoking’
and praised its ability to shed light on the courage
displayed in forgiving profound hurt. A DG (Year 12)

SIR DAMON BUFFINI TALK

We were honoured to welcome Sir Damon Buffini on 24
March to give a lecture entitled "The next 50 years — making
the most of global opportunity’.

Sir Damon is a prominent British businessman and one of
the richest Black men in the UK, best known as a founding
partner and former chairman of the successful private
equity firm Permira. Through hard work and dedication, he
defied all odds, going from a state school and living on a
council estate to studying law at Cambridge and going on
to attend Harvard Business School. The lecture highlighted
that there are opportunities for success everywhere,
provided you love what you do and are willing to put in the
hard work.

‘With my personal interest in economics and finance,
meeting Sir Damon Buffini and attending a lecture given by
him was an extreme privilege. His positive attitude on
success in the face of a society where it is increasingly
believed that if your parents aren't rich you won't make it,
was admirable and very inspirational for me.’

Elis (DG/Year 12, pictured above with Sir Damon)

student reflected on how the talk had fundamentally shifted
their perspective on forgiveness, urging for such messages
to be shared widely for all to benefit.

We were honoured to host Marina Cantacuzino and grateful
for the invaluable insights she shared with our students,
fostering a deeper understanding of forgiveness and
empathy.



MP JOHN MILNE TALK

On 14 February, local MP John Milne came to Christ’s
Hospital to give a fascinating talk on politics.

Mr Milne spoke passionately about ‘How to be a good MP
in 2025' drawing on a range of topics and issues, from
parliamentary procedure and the UK constitution to
electoral systems and governance. Mr Milne’s dedication as
a constituency MP, Horsham's representative in
Westminster, was particularly tangible as he described his
work in housing and pensions. CH students took the
opportunity to pose a variety of pertinent questions about
the role of the "third party’ in UK politics, the international
crises in Ukraine and Gaza, as well as national matters such
as poverty and social mobility.

Mr Milne was full of praise for our students and how well
behaved and engaged they were and said that he ‘really
enjoyed his evening'.

It was an extremely interesting and well received talk; we
look forward to welcoming Mr Milne back in the future.

POLITICS TRIP TO WESTMINSTER

DG (Year 12) politics students were lucky enough to visit the
Palace of Westminster on 28 February.

The guided tour took in the House of Commons, the Lords
and St Stephen's Hall. Not only did students have the
opportunity to contextualise their understanding of the UK
political system and government, but they were also treated
to the narrative of the building itself, designed in part by
Old Blue (CH alumnus) Augustus Pugin.

Students and staff alike found the trip extremely interesting
and look forward to visiting again.

CHESS TOURNAMENT

On 6 March, the CH chess team travelled to the Guildhall in
London to participate in the sixth annual City of London
Schools’ Chess Tournament.

A total of 109 players, representing nine schools and
spanning various age groups from Year 3 through Year 12,
competed in this prestigious event. CH students received a
morning of lessons and coaching delivered by Chess in
Schools and Communities tutors, before playing six rounds
of a Swiss tournament in the afternoon. Despite the tough
competition, the team performed well, earning a
respectable third place in the team competition. The
individual results were good too, with Kuife (LE/Year 9)
earning joint bronze and a UF (Year 10) student joint silver.

All team members demonstrated excellent conduct, sharp
tactical skills and high spirits in both victory and defeat,
representing Christ's Hospital in an exemplary manner.

WORLD BOOK DAY SPEAKER

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, Christ’s
Hospital hosted the brilliant novelist, poet, literary critic
and lecturer of creative writing, Dr. Ashley Hickson-Lovence
on 12 March.

Dr. Ashley spoke to students from Third Form (Year 8) on
the subject of his engaging novel-in-verse Wild East, which
is about an East London boy with a dream of becoming a
rapper as he navigates his new life in a new city. The
students really enjoyed Dr Ashley’s talk, during which they
explored important themes about belonging, identity and

finding your voice.




DT TRIP TO TIM BURTON EXHIBITION AT DESIGN MUSEUM

Design technology students from the DG (Year 12) went on
an inspirational trip to the Design Museum to see the Tim
Burton exhibition on 21 January.

The students were transported into Tim Burton’s world to
explore the design of his unique aesthetic, including set
and costume design, drawings, paintings, photographs,
moving-image works and sculptural installations.

Tim Burton is the creative force behind some of the most
celebrated films of the last four decades, internationally
recognised as a master of the comically grotesque and the
endearingly misfit.

While best known for his cinematic work, this exhibition
displayed the full extent of his multi-disciplinary work as an
illustrator, painter, photographer and author, as well as
exploring key collaborations with designers.

A team of five DG (Year 12) students from Christ's
Hospital recently made an impact as finalists at the
Uehiro Institute Practical Ethics and Responsibility
Competition held in Oxford on 25 March.

During the competition, the students engaged in
intense discussions covering various thought-provoking
topics such as assisted dying, responsibilities to the
deceased, racism and character development.

There were also three insightful workshops, led by
academics at the institute, which the students took part
in and found to be highly beneficial. These workshops
focused on crucial ethical concepts including moral
responsibility, free will and ethical reasoning.

Our students performed extremely well, showcasing
their critical thinking skills and knowledge on complex
ethical matters. Although not crowned as the overall
winners, they are very grateful for the valuable
experience gained.



CULTURE SHOCK

MISSION 44

We were delighted to receive a visit from Mission 44 —
the amazing global charity founded by seven time
Formula One world champion Sir Lewis Hamilton.

Mission 44 is named after Sir Lewis’s racing car number
and aims to empower young people to overcome
social injustice and succeed, inspired by his upbringing
and experience as the only person of colour in his
field. Mission 44's representative, Jason, met students
in the DT, physics and art departments and spent time
with our EDI Monitors.

We look forward to welcoming him back in the future!

Culture Shock, an entirely student led
event, is our annual celebration of
culture and identity. On 22 March,
students proudly showcased their
heritage in national dress and treated
us to some fantastic cultural
performances. From traditional dances
to musical showcases, it was a
wonderful opportunity to embrace and
celebrate our students’ talent and
cultural diversity. Muti Edwards, Equity
Diversity and Inclusion lead at CH,
said, 'Here, diversity isn't just
welcomed; it's celebrated. Our
community embraces every tradition,
every voice and every unique
expression.’

MODEL UNITED NATIONS

Over the weekend of 21 to 23 March, 26 CH students travelled
to Haileybury School for the UK's largest school Model United
Nations conference. Representing five different countries
(Madagascar, Norway, Panama, Poland and Syria) they debated
a range of global issues, including the questions of water
security, eco-terrorism and the future of the United Nations
itself. In three days, the team made 50 speeches, asked 173
Points of Information and, most impressively, had four of their
resolutions passed. Sienna (GR/Year 13) had an especially
industrious and rewarding weekend, serving as one of the
chairs on the Human Rights Committee, and therefore playing
a vital part in the running of the conference.

Everybody involved performed admirably, showing
considerable skill and confidence in lobbying, speech writing
and public speaking. As a school, we came away with several
individual prizes, including a Highly Commended Delegate
award for Kobie (GE/Year 11) at his first conference away from
CH and Distinguished Delegate awards for George (GR/Year
13) and Javina (DG/Year 12). Particularly prestigious was the
award to Daniel (GR/Year 13) for the best resolution submitted
to the Special Political and Decolonisation Committee. The
students representing Syria — George (GR/Year 13) and Freya,
David, Noah and Javina (all DG/Year 12) — were deservedly
recognised as one of the distinguished delegations at the
conference. Overall, this was once again an immensely
enjoyable and successful event, and we look forward to
returning to Haileybury in 2026.



NSTA AWARD NOMINATIONS

Four talented students from Christ’s Hospital have been
recognised for their outstanding performances in the
school’s recent production of Les Misérables, with all four
receiving prestigious nominations in the National School
Theatre Awards® (NSTA). Nana (DG/Year 12), Amelia
(GE/Year 11), Dominic (DG/Year12) and Amelie (DG/Year12)
have each been shortlisted for Best Actor/Actress in a
Musical, cementing Christ's Hospital's reputation for
excellence in the performing arts.

Their powerful portrayals in the beloved musical captivated
audiences and judges alike, with Nana playing Marius,
Amelia playing Eponine, Dominic playing Jean Valjean and
Amelie playing Fantine. The nominations reflect not only
their individual talent and dedication but also the strength
of Christ's Hospital's drama and music programme.

In addition to his nomination, Nana has been given the
huge honour of being asked to sing at the NSTA Gala in
June. This special invitation will place him in the spotlight
alongside some of the brightest young performers in the
UK.

Head Teacher of Christ's Hospital, Simon Reid, expressed
immense pride in the students, stating, ‘We are thrilled to
see Nana, Amelie, Amelia and Dominic receive this well-
deserved recognition. Their commitment and passion for
musical theatre have shone through, and we couldn't be

prouder of their achievements.’
°

The NSTA Awards, affectionately referred to as ‘the Oscars
for schools’, celebrate excellence in student theatre across
the nation, and provide pupils with a unique opportunity to
showcase their skills and gain recognition from industry
professionals.

NYMT 2025 SUCCESS

After a competitive round of auditions for the National
Youth Music Theatre 2025 season, Celine (LE/Year 9) has
been offered a role in the world premiere of Lightning Boy
and Amelie (DG/Year 12) has been offered a place in a
workshop for The Great Moon Hoax!

They were both fantastic in our recent production of Les
Misérables, so we can't wait to see them on the NYMT
stage!

Another ten of our students have been offered places in
NYMT workshops and courses for the 2025 season. This is a
testament to our students' enthusiastic participation in the
many opportunities our music and drama departments have
to offer.

Having recently won the Performing Arts category in the
Independent Schools of the Year Award, it is wonderful to
see our students’ continued success in this area.

OTHER DRAMA NEWS

UF and DG (Year 10 and 12) drama students enjoyed a
fantastic workshop with the Wardrobe Ensemble. This group
of theatre artists delivers high quality, accessible and
thought-provoking sessions that give participants a strong
foundation for making their own work and our students
certainly found this to be the case.

Our DG (Year 12) drama students worked hard to produce
their devised pieces and the results were excellent. Inspired
by Rufus Norris' Sleeping Beauty and performed in the
unique style of award-winning theatre company Les Enfants
Terribles, their performances were full of storytelling and
magic.




MUSIC NEWS

CH musicians have received a host of exciting offers and
opportunities for their future studies. Three CH students
have received offers to read music at Cambridge University
(St John's, Jesus and Gonville and Caius colleges) including
Michael, who arrived at Christ's Hospital with no prior
experience of music but now holds Grade 8 singing with
distinction, plays the piano and the organ and conducts one
of our choirs. Alexander (pictured above left) has offers from
four conservatoires, including a scholarship from the Royal
Northern College of Music to study singing. Our Band
Captain, Fleur (pictured above right) has been successful in
her application to join the Royal Marines Band Service as a
flautist, and will attend the Royal Marines School of Music
after leaving CH.

We were so pleased to welcome Keynotes Choir for the
third time to work with our Gospel Choir. An inspirational
afternoon seeing this amazing group of students continuing
to grow — this year's performance schedule has included St
Paul’s Cathedral and the Royal Albert Hall. Keynotes
focused on expanding our choir's range and explored
different ways of communicating the message of what they
are singing.

The Band loved performing at the American Express
Stadium in Brighton for Brighton and Hove Albion versus
Everton FC on 25 January, including a short set in the fan
zone before the match. They performed some pop
favourites as the stadium was filling up, finishing with the
home team’s anthem — and our signature tune — Sussex by
the Sea, just before the game.

On 26 January, we held our first whole-school Music
Festival. With nearly 200 entries, musicians performed to

one another across instrument and age-group categories.
We were joined by four esteemed and expert visiting
mentors, who offered feedback to the performers and
nominated two from each group to perform in our Gala
Concert. Thank you to our guests, Jeremy Young (pianist
and head of chamber music, Royal Northern College of
Music), Emily Holland (head of strings at Oakham School),
Johnny Howard OB (member of the King's Singers for 14
years), Noel Langley (international jazz trumpeter), and of
course to Mr Thompson, assistant director of music and
head of keyboard, for organising this brilliant event which
brought a real buzz to the school.

We were delighted to host West Sussex Music for their
Sings Live! North event — nine choirs from across the north
of the county, including our own Junior Choir, combined in
this celebration of singing involving 140 young musicians
from years 7-9. A packed chapel enjoyed an eclectic range
of music, featuring contributions from each of the
participating choirs and a few massed numbers co-directed
by our head of singing, Mrs Bramson Hay.

It was brilliant to welcome Ardingly’s Schola Cantorum for a
joint evensong with our own Schola on 28 February. Music
included Dyson in D and Parry 'l was Glad', plus some organ
accompaniment from the students. Followed, most
importantly, by a meal in the Court Room. A fabulous
evening of friendship and singing, and we're looking
forward to a return visit!

Sunday 2 March saw the annual Band Concert — a varied
and exciting programme from our Band, Training Band, and
Corps of Drums, plus solos from scholars Nina, Fleur,
Joanah and Dominic. The concert concluded with Saint-
Saens’ Organ Symphony making full use of the magnificent
instrument in Big School combining, for the first time in
memory, with the full Band.

Musically, the term concluded with the annual Angus Ross
Gala Concert, featuring the Symphony Orchestra, Chamber
Orchestra, Chapel Choir, and Choral Society. Grecian music
scholars performed solos with the orchestras: Joanah's
rendition of Bruch’s Violin Concerto, Hoyeon'’s rendering of
John Williams’ Remembrances, Sam’'s movement from
Haydn's Trumpet Concerto, and Polly performed some of
Finzi's Bagatelles for Clarinet. The second half of the
concert showcased the combined forces of the Chapel
Choir and Choral Society alongside a professional orchestra
and soloists in a performance of Bach's Magnificat in D —
staggeringly tricky music, performed expertly. Bravo!



LAW SUMMER SCHOOL

Our Careers Department has again this year offered DG
students the opportunity to apply for a fully funded law
summer school placement with Debate Chamber.
Congratulations to this year's successful candidates: Freya,
Jonathan-David, Carys, Edinam, Kiya, Oluwatoni, Noah,
Lola, Kiitan, Leotie, Beatrice, Javina and Sasha.

The course will include introductions to key areas of the
law, seminars on some tricky and controversial legal
questions, lively debates and advocacy practice exercises.
Students will engage in in-depth discussions with expert
tutors, tackle complex legal problems alongside ambitious
peers and experience what studying law at university is
really like.

Daniel Lett was a former CH student (Old Blue) who left a

bequest to set up a fund to provide grants to former CH The fund may also support places in the sixth form at CH for
students wishing to pursue a career in law, specifically as a students who demonstrate a strong interest in studying and
barrister and who would otherwise be unable to afford it. training to become a barrister.

CAREERS EVENTS

On 30 January, Old Blue and local author Rosie Talbot
came to deliver a talk and writing workshop to both our
junior and senior students. Rosie explained to the students
what it's like to work as an author, and how the publishing
industry works. Our students then had a go at some creative
writing in the style of Rosie's young adult novels; the juniors
creating their own ghost characters, and the seniors
‘composting' ideas to generate a story. We were so pleased
to welcome Rosie back to CH; the students were inspired
and enthused!

On 13 February we were joined by Old Blue and senior
mechanical engineer at AtkinsRéalis, Robert Firmin, for a
talk about careers in engineering. The event was aimed at
senior students who may have gained a place on an
undergraduate engineering degree course already or are
interested in pursuing a career in engineering. Robert
delivered a short talk on what his role and industry is like,
followed by a Q&A session. The event was very well
attended, with about 30 senior students in attendance, and
even overran by half an hour as the students had so many
questions at the end.

On 17 March, the Careers’ Department ran a law skills
workshop with barrister Tommy Seagull for any senior
students interested in law or developing their
communication and debating skills. The session focused on
practising the skills needed to be a good lawyer, and
students worked on plea mitigation, using genuine court
case scenarios.

‘| particularly liked the practical element of deducing a
sentence for a complex case, then being given an
opportunity to present to a judge as if it were a real case’.

Ruth (DG/Year 12)

"Tommy's passion for what he does was reflected
throughout the entire workshop, which has inspired me to
carry on pursuing and exploring the many paths that law
offers.’

Javina (DG/Year 12)




MICHAEL SELECTED FOR SUSSEX RUGBY SQUAD

Congratulations to Deputy Grecian (Year 12 student) Michael who has been selected
for the Sussex U17 rugby squad! Michael discovered his love for rugby at Christ's
Hospital, where his talent has been nurtured and encouraged. Perhaps he will follow
in the footsteps of Old Blues Joe Launchbury and Lennox Anyanwu, who are both
English Rugby Union players.

Well done also to Max (GE/Year 11) on his selection for the Harlequins Premiership
Academy matches this term. Fingers crossed he progresses into their U18s Academy
programme!

MAKING WAVES IN BADMINTON

At just 15, Jason (UF/Year 10) recently earned his second cap for the Sussex U18s
against Kent, securing his first wins at U18 level in both mixed and singles — helping
Sussex clinch an 11-9 victory.

For the U16s, he dominated, winning three out of four matches against Wiltshire,
contributing to Sussex’s 12-8 win.

With his impressive singles results, Jason's Badminton England Player Grading has
jumped from H to G! And there's more — he's been selected for Sussex’s U18 squad
for the prestigious Inter Counties Tournament at the University of Nottingham from

14 to 17 April. Best of luck, Jason!

FIVES SEASON FINALE

For the final match of the Fives season, we welcomed back Luke Thomson, a
former CH student and one of the school's greatest Fives players. A decade
after leaving, Luke — now Team GB Wallball captain — returned to face current
school number one, Charlie (GR/Year 13), in a two-leg battle. In a gripping
match lasting over an hour, Luke triumphed 15-11, 15-2, with a captivated
crowd watching. This tough contest prepared Charlie well for the national U18
Fives final in March, where he delivered an outstanding performance despite
falling short. Earlier in the term, Charlie was runner-up in the West of England

schools’ tournament and won the South East schools’ regional tournament. o oy
P A R CROSS COUNTRY EVENTS

CH proudly hosted the Sussex Schools’ Year 7 and 8 Cross Country
Competition once again — it was bigger and better than ever, with over
1,000 runners from across the county. Fifty CH students took part, with a
number of standout performances.

This year's Steeplechase was a brilliant event, well supported by the
houses — and made even better by the weather! Four records were
broken:

e William (UF/Year 10) set a new Intermediate Boys record

e Leotie (DG/Year 12) and Raffy (GR/Year 13) broke the Senior A Girls
and Boys records

e Samuel (GR/Year 13) smashed the Senior B record

FOR FIRST XI

The First X| football team had a
superb season, winning all but
two games and remaining
unbeaten at home. Tade
(GE/Year 11, pictured in the top
right row) scored an impressive
nine goals in 10 matches,
helping the team finish runners-
up in the SKILS league by just
one point.

"



POETRY OPEN MIC EVENT

On 8 March, nine of our Deputy Grecians (Year 12s) attended a poetry
open mic event, at Waterstones in Horsham, organised by the Shelley
Memorial Project. The event was in celebration of International

Women's Day and featured poetry readings by local poets Liz Barnes,

Kate Collier, Nicola Garrard and Ted Gooda. The students who
attended are all part of the student-led Poetry Appreciation Society
at CH, and three of them took to the mic for the first time in public,
each performing a poem; two of which they had written themselves.
The students enjoyed their first experience of a poetry open mic
event and enjoyed getting to meet and mingle with the well-known
local poets in attendance too, coming away inspired by this
experience of performance poetry.

CH STUDENTS' ARTWORK AT
HORSHAM STATION

Early this year, Christ's Hospital delivered 36 mounted
posters of our students’ artwork to Horsham station,
where they are now displayed on all three stairwells
leading to the platforms. Three of the students involved in
the project visited the station to be photographed next to
their own work. Conrad, Judith and Sienna (GR/Year 13) all
expressed pride at seeing their artwork at Horsham
station, and visitors to the station have commented on
how nice it is to see the stairwells being brightened up.

CCF ROYAL NAVY NEWS

On 6 March, four members of the RAF section had the
amazing opportunity to fly a powered aircraft during a
flying day at RAF Benson. Under the guidance of
experienced RAF pilots, the cadets had the opportunity to
take the controls of a Grob Tutor aircraft themselves, flying
over the picturesque Oxfordshire countryside. Before
takeoff, they completed comprehensive safety briefings,
including parachute drills. Once airborne, the cadets were
not only able to experience basic flying manoeuvres, such
as turns, climbs and descents but also aerobatic
manoeuvres including barrel rolls and stall turns. The thrill

of taking control of an aircraft and seeing the world from a
completely new perspective left the cadets feeling
inspired and motivated to continue pursuing their interest
in aviation.

The CCF Royal Naval Division had a great day out for at
Dulwich College on 9 March where they competed in the
Shackleton Cup. The CH team pipped Dulwich College to
the post in both the Drill Competition and the Command
Task, where cadets battled against the clock to save the
HMS Shackleton from falling into enemy hands. The team
also competed in Maritime Compartment Clearing, First
Aid, RN asset recognition and Naval Knowledge. Overall,
a very confident performance from the CH cadets despite
not winning overall.
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