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OUR MISSION
Challenge inequality by providing a 
nurturing, transformative education for 
young people from all backgrounds.

The generosity of our benefactors has built 
up a valuable endowment over the centuries. 
However, Christ’s Hospital’s commitment 
to provide more bursary support than any 
other independent boarding school in the 
country exceeds the annual income from its 
endowment assets.

Philanthropy therefore remains central for 
Christ’s Hospital to continue to transform 
lives for future generations.
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A Message from 
our New Head

�,�W���L�V���E�R�W�K���D���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���D�Q�G���D���M�R�\���W�R���E�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���P�\���“�U�V�W���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���D�V��
Head of Christ’s Hospital. To step into this role is to join a story that 
stretches back centuries yet continues to feel fresh and urgent in its 
purpose today.

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W���,���“�U�V�W���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�H�G���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����,���Z�D�V���V�W�U�X�F�N��
by the strength of its mission: to combine academic scholarship 
with a profound commitment to social responsibility. This 
unique balance, between tradition and innovation, heritage and 
forward-looking purpose, is what makes the school so distinctive. 
Scholarship, in its fullest sense, will remain a guiding theme for me 
as I begin my work here. It is through scholarship that our students 
not only deepen their intellectual curiosity but also learn to engage 
critically and thoughtfully with the world around them.

As I begin my time at Christ’s Hospital, I am eager to listen, to learn 
and to understand fully the rhythms of this remarkable community. I 
know that CH is not only a school but a place where lives are shaped 
and friendships are formed for life. I look forward to meeting 
students, staff, parents and Old Blues and to sharing in the energy, 
creativity and generosity of spirit that characterise this place.

The coming months will be about building connections and 
celebrating all that Christ’s Hospital stands for. My hope is to honour 
its traditions while helping to prepare our young people to meet 
the future with curiosity, courage and compassion, underpinned by 
scholarship of the highest order.

I am delighted to be embarking on this journey with you, and I 
thank you for the warm welcome I have already received. Together, I 
know we can ensure that Christ’s Hospital continues to be not only a 
place of opportunity but of inspiration.

Matthew L S Judd

Head & CEO, Christ’s Hospital
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A complex year

It’s been another busy year at Christ’s 
Hospital, one where some of the 
challenges we anticipated arrived 
sooner than we had hoped and others 
emerged unexpectedly. But through it all, 
we’ve remained focused on supporting 
the school, protecting its mission and 
planning for the future.

�)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��

We knew that losing charitable relief 
on business rates would cost us around 
£500,000 a year and we had been 
preparing for the likely introduction of 
VAT on school fees. When that came into 
force from January 2025, earlier than 
many expected, it meant fast, intricate 
�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���R�X�U���“�Q�D�Q�F�H���W�H�D�P�����:�H���Z�H�U�H��
always determined to smooth the impact 
for parents and to ensure that bursary 
families were only asked to pay what they 
could afford. This has meant the school 
has needed to absorb some of the cost.  

On top of that, the Autumn 2024 Budget 
brought an unanticipated increase 
in employers’ National Insurance 
contributions, adding another £400,000 
to our annual costs. These were 
�V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W�����L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���W�K�D�W��
required re-forecasting and mitigation.

�$���I�D�V�W���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���P�D�U�N�H�W���I�R�U��
�L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q

�%�H�\�R�Q�G���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V�����Z�H�M�Y�H���V�H�H�Q��
a real shift in the independent education 

Interview 
JENNY BAXTER, �%�J�K�G�H���1�R�G�T�C�V�K�P�I���1�H�‚�E�G�T

sector. There is greater demand for weekly 
�D�Q�G���t�H�[�L���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�U�H�D�V���Z�H�M�Y�H��
traditionally not offered. While many of 
our bursary and international students 
still rely on full boarding, this changing 
demand requires careful thought.

Meanwhile, competition for international 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�“�H�G�����0�R�U�H���8�.���V�F�K�R�R�O�V��
�D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�E�U�R�D�G���W�R���“�O�O���S�O�D�F�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K��
means students have more options and 
we need to work harder to stand out.

�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���V�K�D�S�H

To respond to these challenges, we’ve 
made several key strategic moves. We’ve 
expanded our scholarship offer, both to 
attract students with clear strengths in 
academics, music, drama, art, design and 
sport, and to support those with potential 
to excel. Alongside this, we’ve introduced 
fee assistance for local day students. 

Our goal is also to connect more 
powerfully with families in Horsham, 
Crawley and along the south coast who 
may have seen CH as ‘behind closed 
doors’, but who could now realistically 
consider it. It’s about strengthening 
community links and ensuring CH is seen 
as accessible to all.

�6�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���V�L�W�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W

We’ve made major strides with site 
development too. The expanded 
sports facilities will come on stream 
later this year, after delays from water 
neutrality work and the wettest winter 
in recent memory.

Behind the scenes, we’ve developed 
a boarding house refurbishment plan 
�W�K�D�W���U�H�t�H�F�W�V���E�R�W�K���R�X�U���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��
and our commitment to offering 
students a really welcoming and homely 
environment. We will share more details 
of that in the coming months.

�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P���D�Q�G��
academic culture

Curriculum development has also 
been a priority. Last year’s introduction 
of psychology, politics and computer 
science at A level has been hugely 
successful, with strong uptake. It’s 
already helping ensure students stay 
at CH rather than leaving for sixth form 
options elsewhere.

Alongside this, we’ve invested in digital 
transformation, improving classroom 

technology, introducing a new device 
policy, training teachers and exploring 
�K�R�Z���W�R���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�“�W�V���R�I���$�,���Z�L�W�K��
careful, responsible use.

�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���R�X�U���V�W�D�I�I�����7�K�H���7�H�D�F�K�H�U��
�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���0�R�G�H�O

A critical piece of work this year has been 
conducted on our Teacher Operating 
Model. This project aims to ensure we 
are using our incredible teaching staff as 
effectively as possible.

We’ve reviewed tasks, schedules and 
expectations to better utilise their 
time on areas where they can have the 
maximum positive and rewarding impact 
on the students. It is all part of making 
CH not just an exceptional school for 
students, but a great place to work and 
grow as a teacher.

�,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U��

A real highlight this year was being named 
Independent School of the Year. It is a 
prestigious recognition of what makes 
CH unique: our transformational impact 
on students from all backgrounds. No 
other school delivers bursary support on 
�W�K�L�V���V�F�D�O�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���D�Z�D�U�G���D�P�S�O�L�“�H�G���W�K�D�W��
extraordinary story.

�:�H���D�O�V�R���F�D�P�H���“�U�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���3�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���$�U�W�V��
�F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�����“�W�W�L�Q�J�����J�L�Y�H�Q���R�X�U���R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J��
music and drama programmes. And yes, 
even on TikTok, we’re making waves, with 
over 50 million views showcasing the 
vibrancy of CH. Working with our creative 
marketing team, we’ve found new ways to 
connect with families and they are working.

�7�K�H���T�X�L�H�W���K�H�U�R�H�V���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���V�F�H�Q�H�V

I will end by saying how proud I am 
of our support staff. Much of what 
they do happens ‘under the bonnet’, 
�L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���E�X�W���Y�L�W�D�O�����)�U�R�P���“�Q�D�Q�F�H���W�R��
estates, cleaning to security, they are 
the foundation that enables CH to run 
smoothly every single day.

�$���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���V�K�D�S�H

Yes, these are challenging times for 
independent schools. But thanks to the 
commitment, skill and passion of our 
whole community, Christ’s Hospital is in 
excellent condition and ready to adapt, 
ready to thrive and ready to continue 
changing lives.
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�$�Q�V�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�D�O�O���W�R���J�L�Y�H���E�D�F�N

When I was a student at Christ’s Hospital, 
I received The Charge, that powerful 
reminder to never forget the great 
�E�H�Q�H�“�W�V���,���K�D�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�����,���Q�H�Y�H�U���K�D�Y�H��

For me, this meant stepping forward when 
I was asked to join Council in 2018. Once 
you are on Council, the opportunities 
to engage deepen quickly and I have 
found the work utterly fascinating, from 
strategic decisions about boarding house 
refurbishment to safeguarding, student 
wellbeing and everything in between. 

�6�W�H�S�S�L�Q�J���X�S���D�V���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U

Becoming Treasurer and Chair of Council 
last year was a big step and one I take 
very seriously. I am conscious that my 
words now carry more weight. I am 
also very aware of the responsibility to 
ensure we use our time well as a Council, 
providing both challenge and support 
to the school’s leadership, just as any 
effective corporate board would. That 
is the approach I have brought from my 
commercial background to this role.

�'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q

Our Council is made up of 15 volunteers, 
each bringing a unique perspective. You 
do not need to be an Old Blue to be 
involved. Some members are nominated 
by the Court of Governors, like me. Others 
�D�U�H���F�R���R�S�W�H�G���I�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�“�F���V�N�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H��
are nominated by the City of London, 
often bringing valuable experience from 
managing endowments or working with 
other City schools.

I am proud of the diversity on Council 
today. We have former heads of school, 
investment experts, a retired surgeon 
who mentors aspiring medics and many 
more. It is that blend of expertise that 
makes us stronger.

�$���\�H�D�U���R�I���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�G���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H

�,�Q���P�\���Y�H�U�\���“�U�V�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�����,��
discovered two major transitions were 
happening: immediately after the news of 
my appointment, our then Head Teacher, 
Simon Reid, announced his retirement. 
There were precisely ten minutes between 
those two announcements.

Appointing Simon’s successor, Matthew 
Judd, was the most important task I have 
been part of so far and I worked hand-
in-hand with my predecessor to ensure a 

Interview 
MIRIAM MCKAY, �%�J�C�K�T���Q�H���%�Q�W�P�E�K�N���C�P�F���6�T�G�C�U�W�T�G�T

smooth, professional process. My priority 
has been clear: no lost time for our 
students. Their experience has to remain 
seamless during this period of change.

�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H

At the same time, we have been working 
with the executive team at CH, and 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���Z�L�W�K���&�K�L�H�I���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���2�I�“�F�H�U��
and Clerk, Jenny Baxter, to address 
some major strategic questions. First, 
the substantial refurbishment of our 
boarding houses, which is not a short-
term project, but one that will carry us to 
the school’s 500th anniversary in 2052. 
�,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���D�E�R�X�W���“�[�L�Q�J���S�O�X�P�E�L�Q�J���R�U��
modernising heating; it is about creating 
�D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���U�H�t�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���H�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J��
needs of our students and staff.

Second, we have been looking at our 
Teacher Operating Model, ensuring we 
make the best use of our incredible staff’s 
�W�L�P�H�����Z�K�L�O�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W��
demands placed on them as teachers, 
pastoral carers and contributors to 
extracurricular life.

�$�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�U�D�Q�G�V�����I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����V�W�D�I�“�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����“�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���O�L�N�H���D��
vast, complex jigsaw. My role, and that of 
Council, is to step back, connect the dots 
and help ensure the executive team are 
building the right future.

�1�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\

Some parts of this job are familiar 
�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���I�R�U���P�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�����“�Q�D�Q�F�H��
�D�Q�G���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H�����2�W�K�H�U�V�����O�L�N�H���W�K�H���“�Q�H�U��
details of pedagogy, are areas where I 
listen more than I speak. But what I have 

learned in every context, whether in the 
boardroom or skippering a boat on the 
Norfolk Broads with CH students, is that it 
all comes down to people.

Good leadership is about getting the 
right people in the right roles, fostering 
collaboration and supporting them to 
succeed. That applies to our staff, our 
students and our Council Members.

�$���\�H�D�U���R�I���M�R�\���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�R�X�J�K���U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V

�7�K�L�V���“�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���K�D�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V��
of enormous joy. Spending time with 
students, hearing their good humour, 
�W�K�H�L�U���T�X�L�H�W���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���T�X�L�U�N�V���K�D�V��
�E�H�H�Q���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�����6�R���K�D�V���“�Q�G�L�Q�J��
myself at Mansion House, plotting with 
the Lady Mayoress to bring the historic 
Christ’s Hospital Cup down for Speech 
Day, which had never happened before.

But it is not without its challenges. 
�7�K�H���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���L�V���W�R�X�J�K�����5�H�F�H�Q�W��
government policies such as the VAT on 
fees, increased National Insurance and the 
removal of business rate relief add over 
£1 million annually to our costs. That is the 
equivalent of 21 bursaries lost. 

So, alongside supporting Matthew as 
�K�H���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���K�H�O�P�����P�\���I�R�F�X�V���L�V���“�U�P�O�\��
on protecting what makes this place so 
special and ensuring its future.

�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�K�H�D�G

Next year, the work continues: bedding 
�L�Q���Q�H�Z���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S�����U�H�“�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�U���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F��
�S�O�D�Q�V�����P�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���“�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\����
and most importantly, ensuring Christ’s 
Hospital continues to change lives, just as 
it changed mine.
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�$���)�D�U�H�Z�H�O�O���5�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P��
�'�H�S�D�U�W�L�Q�J���+�H�D�G���7�H�D�F�K�H�U
Simon Reid on Speech Day, education and eight 
remarkable years at CH   
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The true measure of an 
education is found in how 
young people grow – not only 
in knowledge, but in character, 
judgement and resilience.

�$�V���,���V�D�W���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O���Z�H�H�N�V���R�I���P�\��
time as Head Teacher at Christ’s Hospital, I was struck by how 
quickly eight years can pass – and how profoundly a place can 
shape a life. Though by the time this is published I will have 
handed over the reins, I wanted to share some thoughts from 
�P�\���“�Q�D�O���6�S�H�H�F�K���'�D�\���D�Q�G���R�I�I�H�U���D���S�D�U�W�L�Q�J���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O��
community that has meant so much to me and my family.

The presentation of prizes on Speech Day is always a proud 
tradition – a visible sign of individual accomplishment. But I 
have always believed that these awards are more than just 
�W�U�R�S�K�L�H�V���R�U���F�H�U�W�L�“�F�D�W�H�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���W�R�N�H�Q�V���J���W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�V���R�I��
something far greater: the collective effort, care and dedication 
that underpin every student’s journey. Behind each accolade 
lies the invisible support of teachers, house parents, matrons, 
support staff, governors, donors and friends – a web of care that 
�G�H�“�Q�H�V���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

This holistic network, formal and informal, academic and 
pastoral, is the true heart of CH. It is what turns a school into a 
community and learning into transformation.

�$���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���J�R�R�G���V�K�D�S�H

Of course, a school’s success is often measured in practical 
�W�H�U�P�V�����L�W�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����,�Q���W�K�D�W��
regard, Christ’s Hospital is in robust health. We have seen 
�V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����D���P�R�G�H�U�Q���F�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J��
department and servery, the splendid refurbishment of the 
Theatre, the new Hertford Centre and the exciting plans for 
an athletics track, padel courts and adventure trail. These 
developments, alongside some of the best-maintained 
educational facilities in the country, speak volumes about our 
commitment to the future.

succinct, I’d say ‘Education is there to create a generation of 
even better parents .’

As we celebrate the departing Grecians and all they have 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���\�H�D�U�V���K�H�U�H���J���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�Z�R�����“�Y�H���R�U���V�H�Y�H�Q���J���,��
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W���K�H�O�S���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���U�H�t�H�F�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\���R�Q���P�\���R�Z�Q���G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H����
My journey with Christ’s Hospital has spanned nearly two 
�G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����“�U�V�W���D�V���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���I�R�U���H�O�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���I�U�R�P��������������
and then, since 2016, as Head Teacher. In that time, my wife 
Michèle and I raised our children here. We have walked these 
�F�O�R�L�V�W�H�U�V�����F�U�R�V�V�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���“�H�O�G�V���D�Q�G���I�R�X�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H��
and deep joy in this place.

�(�Y�H�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���O�L�I�H�M�V���P�R�V�W���G�L�I�“�F�X�O�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���J���V�X�F�K���D�V���0�L�F�K�ª�O�H�M�V��
serious illness – CH has been a place of strength and belonging. 
Her mother lived with us here for several years, helping care 
for our children as we navigated that challenging time. It is 
no exaggeration to say that although we were raised under 
Southern African skies, it is here, among the woodlands and 
walls of Christ’s Hospital, that we were truly rooted and fostered.

Now, as we prepare to say goodbye – as my wife and I become 
grandparents and look to the next chapter – I leave with 
immense gratitude. This community has given me more than I 
could ever repay.

�$�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���I�D�U�H�Z�H�O�O�V

�0�\���“�Q�D�O���W�K�D�Q�N�V���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���V�W�D�I�I���E�R�G�\���J���I�U�R�P���S�R�U�W�H�U�V��
to cleaners, house staff to teachers, senior leaders and my 
�G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���'�H�S�X�W�\���+�H�D�G�V���D�Q�G���&�K�L�H�I���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���2�I�“�F�H�U�����,�W���L�V���\�R�X�U��
dedication that brings life to this place, and your work that has 
brought both our students – and me – to this point.

Thank you, and goodbye.

�6�L�P�R�Q���5�H�L�G 
Head Teacher, Christ’s Hospital 2017–2025

�7�K�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H

But buildings and budgets only tell part of the story. The 
true measure of an education is found in how young people 
grow – not only in knowledge, but in character, judgement 
and resilience. At CH, the academic curriculum provides the 
essential foundations, but it is the school’s unparalleled pastoral 
care and broader co-curricular life that truly shape lives.

Here, students are allowed – even encouraged – to fail and 
try again. To learn from setbacks. To discover how to build 
�F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U�V�����7�R���F�R�P�S�H�W�H���Z�L�W�K��
integrity, to lead with empathy, to grow into people of depth 
and substance. These are not lessons one can bottle into an 
exam result, yet they are perhaps the most lasting gifts of all.

�7�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q

�,���Z�D�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���G�H�“�Q�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���M�X�V�W���D���I�H�Z���Z�R�U�G�V����
I replied ‘Education, honestly provided, is the most valuable 
gift of one generation to the next and, consequently, how the 
good in a child survives and grows.’ If I had to be even more 



SIMON REID 
DEPARTING HEAD TEACHER

�6�J�G���*�K�I�J�N�K�I�J�V�U���Q�H���C���6�T�C�P�U�H�Q�T�O�C�V�K�Q�P�C�N���'�K�I�J�V���;�G�C�T�U

�2�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���+�H�U�W�I�R�U�G���&�H�Q�W�U�H����������

�&�O�D�V�V���R�I�������������&�R�Y�L�G

�������W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���%�D�Q�G��

Speech Day 2021
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�6�2�0�2���D�Q�G���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���$�Z�D�U�G�V���������� �$�U�F�K�E�L�V�K�R�S���R�I���&�D�Q�W�H�U�E�X�U�\���Y�L�V�L�W����������

�/�R�\�D�O���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���.�L�Q�J����������
St Matthew's Day 2024 at  
Paul's Cathedral

�)�L�Q�D�O���6�S�H�H�F�K���'�D�\��
speech – 2025

�,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U���D�Z�D�U�G�����������%�H�D�W�L�Q�J���5�H�W�U�H�D�W���D�W���7�R�Z�H�U���R�I���/�R�Q�G�R�Q

�*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�V���%�D�O�O����������

�Z�L�W�K���'�D�P�H���0�D�J�J�L�H���$�G�H�U�L�Q���3�R�F�R�F�N�� 
2024

�0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���6�/�7����������
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One of the highlights of our summer 
term took place on Saturday 24 May, 
namely Speech Day, a celebration of 
tradition, talent and student achievement.

We were honoured to welcome The 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of the 
�&�L�W�\���R�I���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�����$�O�D�V�W�D�L�U���.�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�L�V��
civic party. The day began with a moving 
chapel service, featuring stunning 
performances from our Chapel Choir 
and Brass Ensemble.

In a touching moment in the Quad, 
Second Form students Eva and Hanson 
presented a bouquet to the Lady 
Mayoress before our students proudly 
marched past the mayoral party, led by 
the Band.

The festivities concluded in Big School 
with a memorable prize-giving ceremony, 
where Senior Grecian, Hoyeon, delivered 
a powerful oration, followed by a 
gracious response from the Lord Mayor.

Congratulations to all Grecians who were 
awarded prizes. 

SPEECH DAY AND 
GRECIAN PRIZES  

�)�T�G�E�K�C�P�U�o�� 
�#�E�C�F�G�O�K�E���2�T�K�\�G�U
Biology  Emily 

English  Michael

Geography  Raffy 

German  Yaryna 

Greek  Raffy 

Latin  Polly 

Mandarin  Janel 

Further Mathematics Sora 

Mathematics  Anna 

Music  Michael

Physics  Rinzei 

Spanish  Polly 

�.�L�W�F�K�H�U���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���7�K�H�R�O�R�J�\�� �+�D�U�Y�H�\ 
and Philosophy  

�)�T�G�E�K�C�P�U�o���2�T�K�\�G�U
�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I��
�1�H�H�G�O�H�P�D�N�H�U�V�M���3�U�L�]�H: Judith  
For a Grecian who has shown 
outstanding commitment in the study of 
art and design.

�7�K�H���%�H�Q�Q�H�W�W���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���'�H�E�D�W�L�Q�J�� 
Sebastian 
In memory of Roger Bennett, Old Blue, 
for ‘wit and eloquence’ in debating.

�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I���6�D�O�W�H�U�V�M��
�3�U�L�]�H����Sora 
For a Grecian who has shown 
exceptional enthusiasm, commitment 
and achievement throughout their study 
of chemistry.

�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I���:�R�U�O�G��
�7�U�D�G�H�U�V�M���3�U�L�]�H�� Hoyeon 
For the Grecian who has excelled in 
economics beyond the classroom.

�7�K�H���2�O�L�Y�H�U���+�D�U�H���:�R�U�O�G���7�U�D�G�H�U�V�M��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H��
�&�+���%�D�Q�G����Fleur 
In memory of Oliver Hare, Middleton A 
and Grecians West 2005-2012.

�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���R�I��
�$�S�R�W�K�H�F�D�U�L�H�V�M���3�U�L�]�H����Sasha 
For a Grecian intending to study 
medicine, pharmacy or a medicine-
related subject at university.

�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I��
�&�D�U�S�H�Q�W�H�U�V�M���3�U�L�]�H����Maria 
For a Grecian who has been exemplary 
in their study of art and design.

�7�K�H���%�D�U�F�O�D�\���+�D�Q�N�L�Q���3�U�L�]�H����Mariam 
For a Grecian who has displayed 
the high level of creative and 
engineering skills required to be 
a successful designer and who 
has chosen to pursue a closely 
associated degree.

�7�K�H���&�K�H�U�Q�L�D�Y�V�N�\���3�U�L�]�H�� George 
This is awarded in honour of Michael 
T. Cherniavsky who, after serving for
eighteen years as an inspirational 
Head of History at Christ’s Hospital, 
went on to be Professor of Mediaeval 
and Renaissance History at the 
University of Waterloo, Canada, from 
�����������W�R���������������7�K�H���S�U�L�]�H���L�V���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G��
to the historian who best emulates 
the high standards of scholarship 
and intellectual rigour championed 
by Professor Cherniavsky. 
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�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I���&�D�U�P�H�Q�M�V��
�3�U�L�]�H�� Rebecca, Hoyeon and Tai’bat 
For Grecians who have shown all 
round and sustained commitment and 
contribution to school life during their 
time at Christ’s Hospital.

�7�K�H���6�X�V�D�Q���0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O���$�Z�D�U�G�� Dylan  
For the Grecian whose achievements at 
�W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���U�H�t�H�F�W���H�[�H�P�S�O�D�U�\���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H��

�7�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���/�R�G�J�H���%�X�U�V�D�U�\�� 
Bethany 
For a Grecian who can demonstrate that 
they are giving or have given something 
back to the community in the way of 
charitable works or support for others.

�7�K�H���0�D�J�J�L�H���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V���7�U�R�S�K�\����Abigail 
For a Grecian who has shown excellence 
in, and sustained contributions to, sport.

�7�K�H���+�R�O�G�H�U���7�U�R�S�K�\����Raffy 
For a Grecian who has shown excellence 
in, and sustained contributions to, sport.

�7�K�H���/�D�P�E���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���6�W�X�G�\����
Olatokunbo 
For a Grecian who has produced the 
best piece of voluntary work undertaken 
�R�X�W���R�I���W�H�U�P���W�L�P�H���L�Q���D�Q�\���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���“�H�O�G����
�V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�����t�D�L�U�����D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�����U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��
and scholarship.

�7�K�H���3�R�R�O�H�\���6�Z�R�U�G�� Judith  
�$�Q�������������3�D�W�W�H�U�Q���,�Q�I�D�Q�W�U�\���2�I�“�F�H�U�M�V���V�Z�R�U�G��
decoratively etched with the school’s 

crest. It is awarded to the member of 
the Combined Cadet Force who has 
demonstrated the power to lead, while 
exhibiting the qualities of responsibility, 
self-reliance, resourcefulness, endurance 
and perseverance.

�7�K�H���&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���0�R�U�S�X�U�J�R���7�K�H�D�W�U�H��
�6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S����Fraser 
�7�K�L�V���I�X�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�H�W���X�S���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K������������
by Catherine Morpurgo, who was the 
wife of an Old Blue. Awarded to a 
Grecian who has gained admission 
to a university where the quality and 
training is acknowledged to be a 
major step towards a career in the 
professional theatre.

�7�K�H���'�D�G�V�R�Q���3�U�L�]�H���� Ashlyne  
�(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q�������������E�\���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�F�\���R�I��
Eric Fulton Dadson, an Old Blue, for the 
purpose of providing annual prizes for 
history or history of art, or for essays and/
or research into Anglo Flemish political 
or commercial relations and/or Flemish 
Art. These are awarded as books and 
travelling expenses to the Low Countries, 
especially Flanders. 

�7�K�H���&�O�L�Y�H���.�H�P�S���7�U�R�S�K�\����Sora 
For a Grecian who has shown 
outstanding endeavour and leadership in 
expeditionary education.

�7�K�H���0�R�\�Q�D���*�L�O�E�H�U�W�V�R�Q���3�U�L�]�H����Harvey 
For a Grecian who during their time 
at the school has made a pre-eminent 

contribution to the arts, not only in 
curriculum work but also in broader 
curricular activity, in which they have shown 
an ability to organise and lead others.

�7�K�H���(�O�O�H�Q���+�L�J�K�O�\���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���$�Z�D�U�G����
Mariam 
For a Grecian girl who has shown great 
interest in international relations and 
wishes to travel abroad.

�7�K�H���,�U�H�Q�H���3�H�D�U�O���3�U�L�]�H����Isabella 
Awarded to a Grecian who is the best 
creative writer in the school and likely 
to continue their development beyond 
Christ’s Hospital.

�7�K�H���:�L�O�F�R�[���:�D�O�O�L�V���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H����
�7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���	��
�0�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�V����Nina 
�$���S�U�L�]�H���“�U�V�W���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���L�Q�������������W�R���D���\�R�X�Q�J��
Barnes Wallis, who went on to become one 
of the leading engineers of his generation. 
This prize was endowed in 2015 by David 
�7�D�S�O�L�Q�����0�H�W�D�O�O�X�U�J�L�F�D�O���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U���������������:�L�O�F�R�[��
prize winner) as President of the British 
Columbia Old Blues.

�7�K�H���:�R�U�V�K�L�S�I�X�O���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���R�I�� 
�0�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q�V�M���3�U�L�]�H����Joanah 
For a senior musician for their 
outstanding contribution, commitment 
and leadership to the broader-curricular 
life of the Music School throughout their 
time at Christ’s Hospital.

�7�K�H���'�D�Y�L�G���)�D�U�U�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���3�U�L�]�H����Sasha 
For a Grecian for overall academic 
excellence over both years of the sixth 
form. It is based on the independent study 
scheme, departmental recommendations, 
academic buttons, contributions to 
Oxbridge essay prizes, bursary awards by 
top universities, Olympiad participation 
and our own gradings to form a picture 
of who has achieved the most in an 
academic sense across all their studies.

�7�K�H���+�H�D�G���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�M�V���3�U�L�]�H�V����Daniel, 
Vieran, Theodore, Charlie, Tanitoluwa, 
�.�D�L�U�D���D�Q�G���0�D�Q�D�V�Y�L�� 
Awarded to Grecians who in the 
�F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���“�Q�D�O���\�H�D�U���K�D�Y�H���O�H�G��
initiatives to improve the community 
of Christ’s Hospital.

�&�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�L�Q�H���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S������
Abigail and Hoyeon 
For Grecians who have shown the 
highest qualities of leadership while at 
Christ’s Hospital. 



�����������.�G�C�X�G�T�U�	���&�G�U�V�K�P�C�V�K�Q�P�U���D�[���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[

Aston University, Birmingham 1

Brighton Metropolitan College 1

Bristol, University of West England 1

Cardiff University ��

Chichester University 1

City St George's, University of London 2

Coventry University 2

Durham University 4

ESCP Business School 1

Falmouth University 1

Hereford College of Arts 1

Imperial College London ��

�.�L�Q�J�
�V���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�����8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���/�R�Q�G�R�Q1

�.�L�Q�J�V�W�R�Q���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ 1

Lancaster University 2

London Metropolitan University 1

London Southbank University 1

Loughborough University 4

Manchester Metropolitan University 1

Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts 1

Newcastle University 1

Nottingham Trent University 1

Oxford Brookes University 1

Royal Holloway, University of London ��

Royal Marines 1

Royal Northern College of Music 1

TAFE Queensland 1

Temple University Philadelphia 1

The University of Law 1

UCL (University College London) 1

University of Bath 4

University of Birmingham 5

University of Bristol ��

University of Cambridge 5

University of Chester 1

University of East Anglia UEA 1

University of Essex 1

University of Exeter 6

University of Glasgow 1

University of Hertfordshire 2

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���.�H�Q�W 1

University of Leeds ��

University of Leicester ��

University of Liverpool 1

University of Manchester 4

University of Nottingham 4

University of Oxford 5

University of Plymouth 1

University of Reading 1

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���6�K�H�I�“�H�O�G 2

University of Southampton ��

University of Sunderland 1

University of Surrey 2

University of Sussex ��

University of the Arts London 2

University of Warwick 4

University of Westminster, London 1

York St John University 1
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�����������.�G�C�X�G�T�U�	���&�G�U�V�K�P�C�V�K�Q�P�U���D�[���5�W�D�L�G�E�V

2D Digital Animation 1

Accounting and Finance ��

Accounting and Finance with Placement Year 2

Accounting and Finance with Foundation 1

Aeronautical Engineering 1

Aerospace Engineering 1

Animal Science 1

Archaeology with Placement Year 1

Architecture ��

Architecture and Landscape 1

Art Foundation 1

Astronautics and Space Engineering 1

Audio Production and Music Technologies 1

Bachelor of Music (Vocal Studies) 1

Biochemistry 1

Biomedical Engineering 1

Biomedical Engineering with Foundation Year 1

Biomedical Science 5

Biomedical Science (with Year Abroad) 1

Building Services Design Engineering Degree Apprenticeship 1

Business Management and Human Resource Management 1

Cellular and Molecular Medicine 1

�&�H�U�W�L�“�F�D�W�H���R�I���+�L�J�K�H�U���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�F�W�L�Q�J��1

Chartered Management Degree Apprenticeship 1

Chemistry 2

Children and Learning Disabilities Nursing 1

Civil Engineering 1

Classics 1

Computer Engineering with Industrial Studies 1

Computer Science 2

Computer Science with Foundation Year 1

Creative Writing with Foundation 1

Design with Foundation Year 1

Diagnostic Radiography 1

Digital Arts Computing 1

Economics ��

Economics and Data Analytics 2

Electrical and Electronic Engineering 1

Electrical Engineering 2

Engineering and Physical Sciences with Foundation Year 1

English and Film and Television Studies 1

English Literature 1

Environmental Science 1

Fashion Management 1

Film Studies 1

Fine Art 1

Furniture and Product Design 1

Geography 1

Geography and Urban and Regional Planning 1

Geography with Innovation 1

History with Integrated Foundation Year 1

Illustration 1

Interdisciplinary Science with Foundation Year 1

International Foundation Year 1

Journalism 1

Law 5

Law with Criminology 1

Law with Foundation Year 1

Life Sciences with Foundation Year 1

Linguistics 1

Management 1

Manufacturing Engineer Degree Apprenticeship 1

Marketing and Management with Industrial Experience 2

Mechanical Engineering ��

Mechanical Engineering Year in Industry 2

Medicine ��

Medicine - MBChB Standard Entry 1

Medicine with a Gateway Year 1

Midwifery with Foundation Year 1

Music ��

Natural Sciences with Professional Placement or Study Abroad 1

Neuroscience 2

Optometry 1

Pharmacy ��

Pharmacy MPharm 1

Philosophy 1

Philosophy and Politics 1

Philosophy and Theology 1

Philosophy, Politics and Economics 1

Photography 1

Physics 1

Physics (International Study) 1

Pilot training 1

Politics 1

Politics and Economics 1

Politics and International Relations ��

Politics and Philosophy 2

Politics, Philosophy and Economics with Placement Year 1

Psychological and Behavioural Science 1

Psychology 1

Psychology and Language Sciences 1

Psychology and Neuroscience 1

Public Health 1

Royal Marines Band Service 1

Software Engineering with Year in Industry 1

Speech and Language Therapy 1
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Outstanding  A Level Results

GCSE Exam Success

This year, students and staff at Christ’s Hospital celebrated another year of exceptional GCSE results and a proud moment for the 
�Z�K�R�O�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����:�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U���������������H�Q�W�U�L�H�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���D���E�U�R�D�G���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P�����W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���U�H�t�H�F�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H���E�X�W��
�D�O�V�R���W�K�H���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����P�D�Q�\���R�I���Z�K�R�P���K�D�Y�H���R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��

We are delighted to congratulate this 
year’s students on their exceptional 
A level results. These achievements 
are particularly meaningful given 
the challenges and adversity many 
of our students have faced. Their 
resilience and determination have 
�O�H�G���W�R���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�t�H�F�W���Q�R�W��
only academic excellence but also 
remarkable personal growth.

This year, nearly two-thirds of all grades 
were awarded at A*, A or B, with 
over half of those at A* or A. Christ’s 
Hospital students achieved an average 
�R�I�����������8�&�$�6���S�R�L�Q�W�V�����H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���W�R���$�$�%��
and a testament to the hard work and 
ambition of our students.

�)�U�R�P���D���F�R�K�R�U�W���R�I�����������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����D���W�R�W�D�O��
of 152 grades were awarded at A* or A, 
and over 80% of all grades were at C or 
above. At the very top end, nine students 
achieved at least three A* grades, with 
three students securing a clean sweep of 
four A* grades. Around 40% of the cohort 
achieved the equivalent of AAA or higher, 
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�U�H�D�G�W�K���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W��
achievement across the year group.

�+�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���“�J�X�U�H�V��
• A*-A:  36%
• A*-B: 64%
• A*-C: 83%
• Pass rate: 98%
• Oxbridge: 10 places from 10 offers

We are especially proud of the ten 
Christ’s Hospital students who have 
been accepted into Oxbridge to 
pursue courses in a wide variety 
of subjects including medicine, 
biomedical engineering, philosophy, 
politics and economics, linguistics 
and music. 

Of the 116 students who chose to 
make an application through UCAS this 
�\�H�D�U�������������Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���X�S���W�K�H�L�U��
�“�U�V�W���F�K�R�L�F�H���R�I�I�H�U��

Incoming Head of Christ’s Hospital 
Matthew Judd commented ‘These 
�U�H�V�X�O�W�V���U�H�t�H�F�W���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I��
our academic provision and the 
unwavering support of the teaching 
staff here at Christ’s Hospital. Most 
importantly, they showcase the talent, 
perseverance and ambition of our 
students. We are incredibly proud of 
each and every one of them.’

There were three students, both current 
and former, who were successful in 
securing places to study medicine 
this year. Many of our students were 
accepted onto courses at ‘higher 
tariff’ universities, taking up places 
with prominent universities including 
�0�D�Q�F�K�H�V�W�H�U�����.�L�Q�J�V���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���/�R�Q�G�R�Q����
Leeds, Southampton, Exeter, Bristol, 
Durham, Warwick and University 
College London. 

�+�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��

• �R�Y�H�U�����������J�U�D�G�H�V���D�W���O�H�Y�H�O�������R�U����

• ���������R�I���D�O�O���J�U�D�G�H�V���D�W���O�H�Y�H�O�����J�������Z�L�W�K���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�D�O�I���R�I
�W�K�R�V�H���D�W���O�H�Y�H�O����

• �D�O�P�R�V�W�����������R�I���J�U�D�G�H�V���D�W���O�H�Y�H�O�������R�U���D�E�R�Y�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�H
quarters at level 6 or above

• �Q�H�D�U�O�\���W�Z�R���W�K�L�U�G�V���R�I���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���“�Y�H���O�H�Y�H�O
�����J�U�D�G�H�V���R�U���K�L�J�K�H�U

• �������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���D�Q���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���J�U�D�G�H���R�I���O�H�Y�H�O����
or above

• �D�Q���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���S�D�V�V���U�D�W�H���R�I��������

Matthew Judd, incoming Head, said ‘These results are a 
credit to the resilience, ambition and hard work of our 
students. They have risen to every challenge and should be 
immensely proud of what they have achieved.’

We wish all our Year 11 students the very best as they embark 
�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�L�[�W�K���I�R�U�P���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���J�U�R�Z���D�V���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�W����
capable and compassionate young people. 



�4�Q�[�C�N���)�W�G�U�V�U���#�V�V�G�P�F���5�R�G�E�K�C�N���5�G�T�X�K�E�G��
�C�V���5�V�����2�C�W�N�o�U���%�C�V�J�G�F�T�C�N

On 4 October, Christ’s Hospital held 
a special service at St Paul’s Cathedral 
to celebrate St Matthew’s Day and the 
school’s historic connection with the 
City of London. The splendid event 
was attended by the entire school 
and distinguished guests, including 
Their Royal Highnesses, The Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester (the former 
being the President of Christ’s Hospital), 
the Lord Mayor Locum Tenens, the 
Bishop of London and the Dean of  
St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Following the atmospheric service at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral with performances 
by the CH Gospel and Chapel Choirs, 
the festivities continued as the Christ’s 
Hospital Band accompanied the 
whole school, some 850 students, in 
a triumphant march to Guildhall. The 
spirited parade through the streets 
�E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�U�D�I�“�F���W�R���D���V�W�D�Q�G�V�W�L�O�O���D�Q�G���F�L�W�\��
�Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���t�R�F�N�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�D�W�F�K���D�Q�G���F�K�H�H�U���R�Q��

Once at Guildhall, the students entered 
the Great Hall, where the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester, as well as the 
Lord Mayor Locum Tenens of the City of 
London, awarded them each ‘largesse’ 
(a newly minted coin) as a physical 
embodiment of the school’s links to the 
City of London.

Head Teacher of Christ’s Hospital, Simon 
Reid, said ‘It was an extraordinary day 
and we are extremely honoured to have 
celebrated what was one of the biggest 
events in the school’s history at St Paul’s 

The Band marching past St Paul’s

CH students marching past guests of honour at Guildhall

The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester in St Paul’s

cathedral; the presence of Their Royal 
Highnesses, The Duke and Duchess 
of Gloucester, added an extra layer of 
�V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�F�H���W�R���D�Q���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H��
and meaningful day for Christ’s Hospital.’

Christ’s Hospital traditionally celebrates 
St Matthew’s Day on the Friday nearest 
to the 21 September, when the choir, 
band and senior students travel to 
�/�R�Q�G�R�Q�b�I�R�U���D���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���L�Q���D���&�L�W�\���F�K�X�U�F�K��
near the school’s original site. This year 
was special in that the service was held 
at St Paul’s, for only the eighth time in 
the school’s long history, in order to 
mark the end of the school’s year-long 
�P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���������W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H��
Royal Mathematical School. The last time 

St Paul’s hosted the St Matthew’s Day 
service was in 2012, in honour of the 
school’s 460th anniversary. 

Christ’s Hospital celebrates an 
association with the City of London 
that began when it was founded in 
�����������b�7�K�H���6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�M�V���'�D�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
goes back to the very beginnings of the 
school’s existence when the names of 
the Governors of the Royal Hospitals, of 
�Z�K�L�F�K���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���L�V���R�Q�H�����Z�H�U�H���“�U�V�W��
given to the Lord Mayor for ceremonial 
�D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���b���7�K�D�W���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���S�D�U�W��
of the service today and is vital to 
maintaining the links with the City that 
�E�H�Q�H�“�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q��
myriad ways. 
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Christ’s Hospital has been awarded the prestigious title of 
Independent School of the Year 2024/25 by Independent 
School Parent magazine and the Telegraph Media Group. At 
the awards ceremony in London on 8 October 2024, the school 
�D�O�V�R���J�D�L�Q�H�G���“�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���3�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���$�U�W�V���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\����

Christ’s Hospital was chosen by the judges to be the overall 
Independent School of The Year from amongst the winners 
�R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���D�Z�D�U�G���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V�����V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�X�W���D�P�R�Q�J�V�W����������
�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���K�L�J�K���S�U�R�“�O�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W��
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.�����7�K�H���D�Z�D�U�G�V���Z�H�U�H���F�K�D�L�U�H�G���E�\���'�U���+�H�O�H�Q���:�U�L�J�K�W����
International Education Adviser and past Vice Chair of the ISC, 
supported by a panel of judges which includes leading head 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���b

�/�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�\

In making the award to Christ’s Hospital, the judges said ‘To 
be the Independent School of the Year means representing 
some of the very best qualities of the sector and taking on the 
responsibility of leading the way in the tremendous work that is 
happening in the sector. And so, after careful consideration by 
the judges, this year, the Independent School of the Year Award 
goes to a school which embodies accessibility, sensitivity 
and responsiveness to pupil need, and an unremitting 
determination to offer to all the kind of education that every 
child deserves.’

�%�J�T�K�U�V�o�U���*�Q�U�R�K�V�C�N���0�C�O�G�F��
�+�P�F�G�R�G�P�F�G�P�V���5�E�J�Q�Q�N���Q�H���V�J�G���;�G�C�T����������������

�$���Q�X�U�W�X�U�L�Q�J���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�V���O�L�Y�H�V��

Simon Reid, then Head Teacher of Christ’s Hospital, said 
‘It brings real joy to see the hard work of everyone at the 
school acknowledged by the overall award for Independent 
School of the Year and, also, to be recognised for our work in 
Performing Arts. Our near 500-year-old mission is to provide 
a nurturing education to transform the lives of children – 
many of whom come from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
�0�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������������R�I���&�+���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���R�X�U���X�Q�L�T�X�H��
�E�X�U�V�D�U�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���J���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���e�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�U��
�\�H�D�U�����5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���O�L�N�H���W�K�L�V���D�Z�D�U�G���U�H�D�I�“�U�P�V���R�X�U���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�V��
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���J��
�D�Q�G���D�Q���H�Q�J�L�Q�H���I�R�U���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\���M�b

�$���Y�H�U�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���L�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D�U�W�V

On presenting the winner of the performing arts category, 
the judges said ‘The winner this year is a school which takes 
its pupils on a very special journey in the performing arts. 
The majority of the pupils who join this school have had 
very limited prior experience of the performing arts, and 
this makes the wide take-up of, and success in, music and 
�G�U�D�P�D���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���Q�R�W�H�����,�W�V���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W��
outreach programme is an added reason why Christ’s Hospital 
is the winner of this category this year.’
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�7�K�H���K�H�D�U�W�E�H�D�W���W�R���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O

The performing arts provide the heartbeat to Christ’s Hospital 
and play a key pastoral role. CH is perhaps the only school in 
the world where students experience the performing arts seven 
days a week, whether marching to lunch led by the 100-strong 
Band, attending concerts and chapel or embracing the Globe-
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�K�H�D�W�U�H�����:�L�W�K�����������R�I���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���V�W�D�W�H��
�S�U�L�P�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�����������D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���P�H�D�Q�V���W�H�V�W�H�G��
bursaries, students’ prior experience of the performing arts is 
�Y�H�U�\���O�L�P�L�W�H�G�����,�Q�G�H�H�G�����R�Q�O�\�����������H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���P�X�V�L�F���D�Q�G��
only 21% have ever been to a theatre before joining the school. 

�(�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D�U�W�V���L�V���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�����Z�L�W�K�����������R�I���W�K�H��
current Second Form taking music lessons and all engaged with 
�G�U�D�P�D�����%�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���O�H�D�Y�H�����V�R�P�H�����������K�D�Y�H���D���J�U�D�G�H���L�Q��
at least one instrument, with 45% of all students leaving with at 
least a Grade 5. Participation in drama is similarly popular with 
40 students taking GCSE/A level courses and large numbers 
taking part in musicals and plays, including production and 
�V�W�D�J�H���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���b

In a school where over 50% of students have Adverse 
Childhood Experiences, the drama and music departments offer 
a platform and space for students to explore either individually 
or collectively. For many, the performing arts become a 
therapeutic space complementing the wider pastoral work of 
�W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���b

Outreach to other schools and communities has continued 
this year including a schools’ drama programme covering 
workshops and interactive performances with 160 Year 5 
students supported by CH students. A Choral Day in March 
�����������L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�����������<�H�D�U�������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���������O�R�F�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
Terrible Infants production in June, involving 80 CH students, 
was attended by 160 students from local schools.   �b�b

Another highlight has been the development of the Gospel 
Choir under student leadership. The Choir recently performed, 
on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s invitation, at Lambeth Palace 
�D�Q�G���L�V���“�U�P�O�\���H�Q�W�U�H�Q�F�K�H�G���D�V���D���E�H�D�F�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H�O�\���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H��
school’s impact. The Choir also performed at the Music for 
Youth National Festival and as a result, was invited to perform at 
the Music for Youth Proms at the Royal Albert Hall. 
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NEWS

�<�R�P�L���6�R�G�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H

Towards the end of September, British-
Nigerian poet, Yomi Sode, performed 
for DG and GR students. His dynamic, 
conversational style and heartfelt 
poems on identity and loss resonated 
with students. He invited audience 
participation, signed books and 
connected personally with attendees.

�7�U�D�F�H�\���$�E�D�\�H�W�D���E�R�R�N���O�D�X�Q�F�K

Former Senior Grecian, Tracey Abayeta, 
launched her book Networking Made 
Easy at CH in October, supported by 
fellow Old Blues and professionals. 
Students from CH and visiting schools 
attended this valuable networking event. 
Tracey, now an HR professional and 
�S�R�G�F�D�V�W�H�U�����U�H�t�H�F�W�H�G���R�Q���K�H�U���W�L�P�H���D�W���&�+����
including meeting the late Queen.

Michaelmas Term

�/�R�X�L�V�H���:�L�Q�W�H�U���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

Funeral director and author, Louise 
Winter, returned to CH in September 
to speak about death, grief and 
bereavement. As founder of Life. 
Death. Whatever., she offered powerful 
insights into supporting loved ones 
and facing grief with openness. Her 
visit had a profound impact on staff 
and students alike.

�'�\�V�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S

�2�Q���������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
James Dyson Foundation led robotics 
and prototype workshops for UF and 
GE students. Students programmed 
robots and developed air pollution 
solutions, igniting creativity and 
enthusiasm for engineering.

�1�L�J�H�O���)�O�H�P�L�Q�J���Y�L�V�L�W

Old Blue and biochemist, Nigel Fleming, 
returned to CH in the autumn to donate 
a hand-sculpted alabaster pea, now 
housed in the Mellstrom Centre. A tribute 
to Gregor Mendel, the sculpture honours 
the discovery of genetic inheritance. 
Nigel spoke with science scholars 
�D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�“�F���D�Q�G��
entrepreneurial career.

�/�R�X�L�V�H���:�L�Q�W�H�U���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

�'�\�V�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S

�1�L�J�H�O���)�O�H�P�L�Q�J

Yomi Sode

Tracey Abayeta

�7�K�H���/�R�U�G���0�D�\�R�U�M�V���6�K�R�Z

�2�Q�������1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����W�K�H���&�+���%�D�Q�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G��
at the annual Lord Mayor’s Show in 
London, maintaining the school’s 
long-standing connection with the City. 
They featured in BBC coverage and 
represented CH with pride.
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�5�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���'�D�\

CH marked Remembrance Sunday with 
a chapel service, two-minute silence 
and wreath-laying. Senior students read 
the Ode of Remembrance and planted 
poppies in the Quad.

�)�O�R�\�G���6�W�H�D�G�P�D�Q���5�L�G�O�H�\���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

Floyd Steadman OBE DL delivered a 
powerful talk about overcoming adversity, 
�E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���%�O�D�F�N���F�D�S�W�D�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
Saracens rugby team and a champion of 
diversity in education. His story deeply 
inspired the school community.

�&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���Y�L�V�L�W

Award-winning author, Caroline 
Lawrence, visited Second Form students 
to launch a cross-curricular project. 
She introduced her talk Journey to the 
Underworld inspiring students to write 
their own heroic stories. She praised the 
students’ enthusiasm and engagement.

�'�U�\�G�H�Q���*�R�R�G�Z�L�Q���D�U�W���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

Artist, Dryden Goodwin, spoke to 
senior art students about using 
drawing and multimedia to address 
environmental and social issues. 
His Breathe project, inspired by air 

�S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���D�U�W���Z�L�W�K���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�“�F��
research, encouraging students to 
think critically about art’s impact.

�(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���V�X�F�F�H�V�V

Hetty (DG) received a prestigious 
Arkwright Engineering Scholarship, 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���,�0�,���7�U�X�t�R���0�D�U�L�Q�H�����+�H�U��
project on can crushers and her interview 
with engineers impressed the judges. 
�6�K�H���Q�R�Z���E�H�Q�H�“�W�V���I�U�R�P���P�H�Q�W�R�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
support towards an engineering career.

�7�K�H���%�L�J���'�U�D�Z���J���*�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�D�\����������

As part of Giving Day 2024 in November, 
all 858 CH students helped create a four-
metre replica of the Dining Hall’s Verrio 
painting. Head of Art, Paul Deller, praised 
the unity and enthusiasm behind the 
artwork, calling it a meaningful symbol of 
community.

Royal Albert Hall – Gospel Choir

The Gospel Choir performed at the 
Royal Albert Hall as part of the Music for 
Youth Proms. Entirely student-led, their 
powerful renditions, including solos from 
�+�D�U�Y�H�\���D�Q�G���.�\�U�L�D�����U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�X�Q�G�H�U�R�X�V��
applause. The choir continues to perform 
�D�W���K�L�J�K���S�U�R�“�O�H���Y�H�Q�X�H�V��

�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���<�R�X�W�K���0�X�V�L�F���7�K�H�D�W�U�H

Amelie (DG) starred in Six: Teen Edition 
and Crescendo with the National Youth 
Music Theatre. In Crescendo, she 
performed as herself, sharing her views 
on the industry. Head Teacher, Simon 
Reid, also praised her talent in respect of 
her role in CH’s Les Misérables.

�7�R�Q�\���5�D�\���-�R�Q�H�V���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���2�O�O�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V��
lecture

Inspired by wildlife artists Olly and Suzi, 
this year’s ‘Into the Wild!’ theme for the 
photo competition celebrated nature. 
Olly Williams gave a fascinating lecture 
on their wildlife art, poetry and global 
adventures. Winners of the competition 
included Dylan (Second Form), 
Stephanie (GE), Betsy (DG) and Eleanor 
(Third Form).

Lord Mayor's Show

�5�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���'�D�\

�)�O�R�\�G���6�W�H�D�G�P�D�Q���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

�'�U�\�G�H�Q���*�R�R�G�Z�L�Q���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

Royal Albert Hall Proms

Olly Williams lecture Amelie  
NYMT

�$�U�N�Z�U�L�J�K�W��
Scholarship
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Lent Term

�(�O�O�D���$�O���6�K�D�P�D�K�L���Y�L�V�L�W��

2025 started with a visit from explorer 
and scientist Ella Al-Shamahi who 
captivated students with stories 
of Neanderthal research and cave 
exploration. Her wit and insights made 
for a dynamic and memorable talk.

The Kitcher Society

Ms O’Connor and Dr Lacewing explored 
the classic debate of nature vs. nurture, 
raising questions about free will, genetics 
�D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�Q�t�X�H�Q�F�H�����$���W�K�R�X�J�K�W��
provoking discussion for all attendees.

�0�D�W�K�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H��

In February, the bi-annual Year 5 Maths 
�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W�����������S�X�S�L�O�V���W�R���W�K�H��
Guildhall. CH student helpers supported 
the young mathematicians as they 
tackled challenging problems. The event 
was, as ever, both inspiring and fun.

�-�R�K�Q���0�L�O�Q�H���W�D�O�N��

Local MP John Milne gave a talk to 
students about How to be a good MP in 
2025,���F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���8�.���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�L�Q�J��
students’ questions on both global and 
national issues.

Politics trip

At the end of February, DG politics 
students visited the Palace of 
�:�H�V�W�P�L�Q�V�W�H�U�����J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�W�R���8�.��
government and viewing iconic political 
spaces, including St Stephen’s Hall, 
designed by Old Blue Augustus Pugin.

�&�K�H�V�V���W�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W��

The CH chess team placed third at the 
City of London Schools’ chess tournament 
in March. Highlights included coaching 
sessions and six intense Swiss rounds. 
Individual medals were also awarded to 
CH students.

�3�R�H�W�U�\���R�S�H�Q���P�L�F��

LE students attended a poetry event 
at Waterstones Horsham, celebrating 
International Women’s Day. Three 
students performed their own work at the 
open mic, marking a memorable debut.

�:�R�U�O�G���%�R�R�N���'�D�\��

To mark World Book Day in March, 
novelist and poet, Dr Ashley Hickson-
Lovence, spoke to Third Form students 
about his novel-in-verse Wild East. Themes 
of identity, belonging and voice resonated 
strongly with the students.

�(�W�K�L�F�V���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���D�W���8�H�K�L�U�R���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H��

�:�R�U�O�G���%�R�R�N���'�D�\���V�S�H�D�N�H�U

�3�R�H�W�U�\���2�S�H�Q���0�L�F

�6�L�U���'�D�P�R�Q���%�X�I�“�Q�L��

�6�L�U���'�D�P�R�Q���%�X�I�“�Q�L���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

Prominent businessman, Sir Damon 
�%�X�I�“�Q�L�����L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V��
lecture The next 50 years – making 
the most of global opportunity, 
stressing perseverance and passion in 
achieving success.

�(�W�K�L�F�V���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��

�$�V���0�D�U�F�K���G�U�H�Z���W�R���D���F�O�R�V�H�����“�Y�H���'�*��
students competed at the Uehiro 
Institute in Oxford. Engaging in ethical 
debates and workshops, they explored 
topics from assisted dying to free will, 
showcasing impressive reasoning skills.
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�0�D�U�L�Q�D���&�D�Q�W�D�F�X�]�L�Q�R���W�D�O�N

Another excellent talk given during the 
Lent term was by Marina Cantacuzino 
MBE, who spoke to students about 
forgiveness and shared stories from The 
Forgiveness Project. Students found the 
�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���G�H�H�S�O�\���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�Y�H����

�$�U�W���D�W���+�R�U�V�K�D�P���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q

CH students’ artwork now brightens the 
stairwells at Horsham railway station. 
Three of the students involved in the 
project, Conrad, Judith and Sienna, 
visited the station to be photographed 
next to their own work. 

�-�D�G�H���/�H�Z�L�V���G�U�D�P�D���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S

Director Jade Lewis led sessions on 
Sweat, an A level set text. Grecians 
gained insights into her Manchester 
production, while DG students 
participated in live workshops.

�$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H

2025 saw ten CH students receive 
Oxbridge offers across subjects including 
medicine, PPE, music and engineering. 
CH also awarded Academic Buttons to 
high-performing Grecians. This year’s 
recipients were Raffy, Sienna, Sasha, 
Charlie, Hoyeon, Harvey, Mariam, Sora, 
Emily and Rebecca.

�6�S�L�W�D�O���6�H�U�P�R�Q

�2�[�E�U�L�G�J�H

�$�U�W���D�W���+�R�U�V�K�D�P���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q

�'�U�D�P�D���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S

�0�D�U�L�Q�D���&�D�Q�W�D�F�X�]�L�Q�R���W�D�O�N

�$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���%�X�W�W�R�Q�V

�6�S�L�W�D�O���6�H�U�P�R�Q

This year, CH provided the choir for the 
annual Spital Sermon at St Lawrence 
Jewry, meaning that members of 
the congregation were treated to a 
beautiful performance by our Schola 
Cantorum. This upholds a tradition 
�G�D�W�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�R���������������Z�K�H�Q���&�+���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
�“�U�V�W���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���L�F�R�Q�L�F��
bluecoat uniforms.

�'�H�E�D�W�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\

This year, the Careers Department again 
offered DG students the opportunity 
to apply for a fully funded law summer 
school placement with Debate Chamber. 
The programme offers seminars, debates 
and advocacy practice and is an exciting 
step for aspiring legal minds.
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Summer Term

�$�P�D�Q�L���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�V��

At the start of the summer term, 
Amani Simpson inspired LE students 
with his life journey and message of 
�U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�����*�U�D�F�H�����/�(�����U�H�t�H�F�W�H�G���L�+�H��
helped us understand the importance of 
making the most of our circumstances, 
reminding us that no matter what 
challenges we face or what situation 
we are in, we have the power to create 
change and overcome tricky situations.’

�%�R�O�G���9�R�L�F�H�V���W�D�O�N�V���R�Q���J�H�Q�G�H�U��
�L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\

In April, CH welcomed Bold Voices to 
deliver talks on gender stereotypes and 
inequality. LE students explored From 
Stereotypes to Sexual Violence and 
Second Form students attended What is 
Gender Inequality ?

�%�L�J���&�D�W���3�H�R�S�O�H���O�H�F�W�X�U�H

Wildlife photographers Jonathan and 
Angela Scott gave a fantastic talk. 
With breathtaking footage from their 
expeditions in savannas, jungles, oceans, 
mountains, deserts and Antarctica, their 

talk Sacred Nature: Reconnecting People 
to Our Planet explored the beauty of 
the natural world, inspiring students to 
reconnect with nature and dream big. 

�7�U�D�Q�V�D�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���(�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H

In June, CH welcomed Baltimore 
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���.�D�W�H���D�Q�G���0�L�F�K�D�H�O����
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�S�U�L�Q�J���Y�L�V�L�W�V���E�\���.�D�P�V�\���D�Q�G��
Arabella to the US.

Apply Day 

DG students explored university and 
post-school pathways with sessions 
on Oxbridge, gap years, international 
universities and apprenticeships. 
Highlights included a UCAS talk from 
Holly Smith and a personal statement 
workshop from Sussex University.

�0�F�/�D�U�H�Q���6�7�(�0 

McLaren F1 ambassadors led a hands-on 
engineering challenge, tasking students 
to build crash-absorbing nose boxes. It 
was an exciting blend of STEM learning 
and real-world problem-solving.

�$�P�D�Q�L���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q�� Bold Voices

�%�L�J���&�D�W���3�H�R�S�O�H �0�F�/�D�U�H�Q���6�7�(�0

�'�U���7�R�V�K���R�Q���4�X�H�H�U���6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H
Dr Tosh delivered a thought-provoking 
lecture on Shakespeare through a queer 
lens, encouraging students to explore 
literature with deeper context and 
modern interpretation.

�7�U�D�Q�V�D�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H

�8�&�$�6���$�S�S�O�\���'�D�\

Dr Tosh Lecture
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Family Day 
This year, Family Day was a joyful 
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���K�R�X�V�H���D�W�K�O�H�W�L�F�V�����D�I�“�Q�L�W�\��
group stalls, museum exhibits, art 
showcases, musical performances and 
a cricket match against the Old Blues. 
Families enjoyed house lawn lunches 
and refreshments.

�.�L�L�V�K�L���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�V��Revelated  

�*�(���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���.�L�L�V�K�L���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���K�H�U���G�H�E�X�W��
novel, a reimagining of biblical end-
times. The event took place in the CH 
library and featured a reading, Q&A and 
a Gospel Choir performance.

�7�L�N�7�R�N���V�X�F�F�H�V�V

A CH video referencing the school’s 
Tudor-style uniforms went viral with over 
55 million views, embracing humour and 
the ‘Temporary Setback’ trend.

Family Day �.�L�L�V�K�L���E�R�R�N���O�D�X�Q�F�K

�*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�V�
���/�H�D�Y�H�U�V�
���%�D�O�O

�3�K�\�V�L�F�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H

Tai'bat

�7�L�N�7�R�N

�,�V�D�D�F���3�K�\�V�L�F�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H

�'�*���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���.�D�P�V�\���D�Q�G���7�D�L�N�L���U�D�Q�N�H�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���8�.�M�V���W�R�S�������������7�D�L�N�L���S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S��
50 and was invited to a residential course 
at Cambridge.

�6�F�K�R�R�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U�����������J����

New School Council leaders were 
elected:

�% Chair: David

�% �9�L�F�H���&�K�D�L�U�����.�L�L�W�D�Q

�% Secretary: Eunho

Other candidates were commended for 
their speeches and participation.

�7�D�L�M�E�D�W�M�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���S�U�R�M�H�F�W����
Where We Land

GR student Tai’bat is producing a 
documentary series exploring the 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���%�O�D�F�N���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.����
Supported by the Lord Mayor’s 800th 
Anniversary Award Trust, the project 
covers cities like London, Birmingham 
and Liverpool.

�*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�V�M���/�H�D�Y�H�U�V�M���%�D�O�O

Grecians ended their CH journey in style 
with a drinks reception and a Regency-
style ball in Big School.

�*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�V�
���/�H�D�Y�H�U�V�
���%�D�O�O
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HOYEON, �N�G�C�X�K�P�I���5�G�P�K�Q�T���)�T�G�E�K�C�P

�*�Q�[�G�Q�P���J�C�U���C���R�N�C�E�G���C�V���1�Z�H�Q�T�F���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[���V�Q���T�G�C�F���2�Q�N�K�V�K�E�U����
�2�J�K�N�Q�U�Q�R�J�[���C�P�F���'�E�Q�P�Q�O�K�E�U��

STUDENTS

Being Senior Grecian has been more than I ever imagined. I 
had looked up to Senior Grecians over the years, but I never 
dreamt that one day it would be me, enjoying all the remarkable 
opportunities that come with the role.

�6�W�D�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���6�S�H�H�F�K���'�D�\ 
There have been many standout moments. Taking part in 
the school’s visit to St Paul’s Cathedral, marching the whole 
school through London and delivering a reading were all 
extraordinary. Another unexpected highlight was a trip 
�W�R���.�R�U�H�D�����,���R�I�I�H�U�H�G�����K�D�O�I���L�Q���M�H�V�W�����W�R���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���W�K�H���W�U�L�S���D�V���D��
translator because I had lived there until I was seven. To my 
�V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�����,���I�R�X�Q�G���P�\�V�H�O�I���L�Q���.�R�U�H�D�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H��
school. It was surreal.

�6�S�H�H�F�K���'�D�\���Z�D�V���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�����,���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G��
my oration immediately after the Head Teacher and before the 
Lord Mayor’s response. I was extremely nervous in the lead-up, 
but on the day, I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. I had 
worked hard and it all came together.

�/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ 
The public-facing events that come with being Senior Grecian 
are only the tip of the iceberg. The real responsibility lies in 
leading the Monitor team, a group of 18 students. Although 
I had held other leadership positions at CH, such as serving 
on the School Council and as Vice House Captain, it was the 
�“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���,���K�D�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\���O�H�G���D���W�H�D�P�����,���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H��
it without Abigail, our Second Monitor, and we worked 
extremely well as a unit. I learnt so much: team management, 
problem-solving and how to utilise people’s strengths 
effectively. It has been a valuable experience and I am proud 
of what we have achieved.

�&�R�P�E�L�Q�L�Q�J���P�X�V�L�F���D�Q�G���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�D�� 
Music has been central to my life here. I play the violin and 
saxophone, and I have been part of the Symphony Orchestra, 
Chamber Orchestra, quartets, Big Band, Concert Band and, for 
a time, the choir. The Angus Ross Gala Concert was particularly 
special as I performed Remembrances by John Williams. Big 
Band solos have also been a personal highlight, but nothing 
compares to winning the house singing competition, not once 
but twice, and then again as a Grecian. Encouraging a group 
of 18-year-old boys to sing A Whole New World  is no small 
feat, but we did it and we had great fun.

Balancing my musical commitments with rigorous academic 
demands taught me about time management and self-
discipline. Music gave structure to my day and kept me 
�J�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G�����$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�D�O�O�\�����U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���(�W�K�L�F�V��
Cup was another memorable achievement. We remained 
�X�Q�G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���“�Q�D�O�����Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���O�R�V�W���R�Q���D��
coin toss. It was a tough loss, but a fantastic experience.

�$�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�� 
CH has provided me with opportunities I never anticipated, 
from music to leadership and travel. The variety of 
experiences, the sense of community and the freedom to try 
new things have all shaped who I am. I shall miss it all. It has 
been an incredible journey.
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Being Second Monitor has been an amazing experience and 
such great fun. At the beginning, it was certainly a leap in terms 
�R�I���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H�����,���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�����E�X�W���,���Z�D�V���E�R�W�K���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G��
and deeply humbled to get it. I am immensely grateful for 
everything that has come with the position.

I remember, as a younger student, seeing the Monitors 
�D�V���W�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J�����V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�L�Q�J���“�J�X�U�H�V�����,���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���Q�H�Y�H�U��
imagined I would one day be one myself. But these days, I 
feel there is a stronger connection between Monitors and the 
younger students. The Monitor role feels more approachable 
and accessible. In turn, knowing that younger students take 
your words to heart makes you far more thoughtful about what 
you say.

On a personal level, being Second Monitor has taught me that 
I am capable of far more than I ever thought. Communication, 
teamwork and simply checking in with others have become an 
instinctive part of how I conduct myself, both within and beyond 
�W�K�H���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U���W�H�D�P�����7�K�H���U�R�O�H���K�D�V���K�H�O�S�H�G���P�H���J�U�R�Z���L�Q���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H��
�D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���P�H���W�R���U�H�t�H�F�W���R�Q���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���&�+���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���P�H��

When I arrived at CH, I was incredibly shy. I barely spoke during 
�P�\���“�U�V�W���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���L�Q���6�H�F�R�Q�G���)�R�U�P�����E�X�W���R�X�U���K�R�X�V�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H��
wonderful and our year group became very close-knit. In Upper 
Fourth, when I was struggling a bit, my house parent took the 

ABIGAIL, ���N�G�C�X�K�P�I���5�G�E�Q�P�F���/�Q�P�K�V�Q�T

�#�D�K�I�C�K�N���J�C�U���C���R�N�C�E�G���C�V���.�G�K�E�G�U�V�G�T���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[���V�Q���T�G�C�F���'�E�Q�P�Q�O�K�E�U

time to talk to me and that conversation helped me to pause 
�D�Q�G���U�H�t�H�F�W�����,�W���Z�D�V���D���U�H�D�O���W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W��

�)�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�V 
Being part of the Gospel Choir has brought me closer to my 
�I�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�W���P�\���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H�����,���K�D�Y�H���I�R�U�P�H�G���G�H�H�S�����O�D�V�W�L�Q�J��
friendships through the choir and it has taught me to be 
comfortable in my own skin. The sense of community it gave 
�P�H���K�H�O�S�H�G���P�H���U�H�D�O�L�V�H���W�K�D�W���,���F�R�X�O�G���F�D�U�U�\���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q�W�R��
every area of my life. Performing at the Royal Albert Hall was 
unforgettable.

�5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\�� 
In Upper Fourth, I took up discus and discovered a real love 
for the sport. It helped that I had an excellent coach and plenty 
�R�I���R�Q�H���W�R���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H�����,���N�H�S�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���T�X�D�O�L�“�H�G���W�R��
represent the county and compete at Nationals in Manchester, 
an achievement of which I am very proud.

�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N 
�5�H�t�H�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���P�\���W�L�P�H���K�H�U�H�����L�W���L�V���W�K�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H��
mattered most. Having real conversations with people and that 
sense of belonging are what I shall miss the most. I met my best 
friend at the residential, before I had formally started my time at 
CH. We are still incredibly close and, to me, that says everything 
about CH. It gives you lifelong friends and the space to grow.
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I have loved my time at CH. I have been a boarder and a day 
student. Boarding is fun and you get incredibly close to your 
friends. There is always something going on. It is full-on and I have 
many great memories of Saturday nights, random adventures 
around the site and hilarious moments with friends. CH has 
allowed me to be busy, challenged and connected all at once.

�0�X�V�L�F���D�Q�G���V�S�R�U�W 
I arrived focused purely on sport, but CH has helped me 
discover music, develop academically and gain a broader view 
of life and the world. When I saw the bands here, Marching 
Band, Big Band and everything else, something just clicked. If 
I had gone to a different school, I doubt I would be involved in 
music at all, but here, it has given me structure, discipline and 
joy. I’ve loved performing. The Lord Mayor’s Show, where we 
performed in front of thousands of people in London, was a real 
highlight, but I also loved our Big Band concerts, especially one 
in Greater Erasmus where I had a solo. 

Being Head Drummer last year was a big challenge, but also 
�L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���I�X�O�“�O�O�L�Q�J�����,�W���K�D�V���W�D�X�J�K�W���P�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�R��
bring people of different skill levels together. Similarly, being 

RAFFY, �N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P���C�P�F���/�Q�P�K�V�Q�T

�4�C�H�H�[���J�C�U���C�P���Q�H�H�G�T���V�Q���T�G�C�F���)�G�Q�I�T�C�R�J�[���C�V���%�C�O�D�T�K�F�I�G���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[

�D���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U���K�H�O�S�H�G���P�H���U�H�“�Q�H���P�\���W�L�P�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���V�N�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G��
gave me new friendships, although one of the most rewarding 
aspects has been engaging with younger students.

Cricket has also become a real passion. I have been Captain of 
the First XI, which has been challenging but fun. We have not 
always won, so when we did, it was especially sweet. I am also 
really proud of my Steeplechase wins. I won in Upper Fourth, 
Deputy Grecians and in Grecians. Running was not something 
I came here loving, but I have really embraced it.

�7�L�N�7�R�N���I�D�P�H 
�$�I�W�H�U���F�K�D�S�H�O���R�Q�H���G�D�\���,���J�R�W���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���“�O�P���D���Y�L�G�H�R�����,��
�D�J�U�H�H�G�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H�K�R�Z���W�K�D�W���“�Y�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���7�L�N�7�R�N���F�O�L�S���Z�H�Q�W���Y�L�U�D�O����
It now has more than 55 million views. It is fascinating to 
see what goes viral and why, although I do not actually use 
TikTok myself.

�/�D�V�W���Z�R�U�G�V���R�I���D�G�Y�L�F�H 
My advice to anyone just starting at CH is to take every 
opportunity. Not everything will work out, but the more you 
put yourself forward, the more you will gain, from friends to 
skills to experiences.

When I saw the bands here, Marching Band, Big Band and everything 
else, something just clicked. If I had gone to a different school, I doubt I 
would be involved in music at all...
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�7�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���,���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���&�+�����L�W���Z�D�V���I�R�U���D���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���0�\�V�W�H�U�\��
Drama Day when I was still at primary school. It made a big 
impression on me and was part of what attracted me to 
the school.

The last two years of A levels have been the most formative 
for me. They have helped me become more independent, 
organised and disciplined. I really value the strong sense of 
community here.

MICHELLE,���N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P���C�P�F���*�Q�W�U�G���%�C�R�V�C�K�P

�/�K�E�J�G�N�N�G���J�G�C�F�U���V�Q���'�Z�G�V�G�T���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[���V�Q���U�V�W�F�[���P�G�W�T�Q�U�E�K�G�P�E�G

TRISTAN,���N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P

�6�T�K�U�V�C�P���K�U���I�Q�K�P�I���V�Q���5�Q�W�V�J�C�O�R�V�Q�P���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[���V�Q���T�G�C�F���'�E�Q�P�Q�O�K�E�U

�7�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���U�R�O�H�V 
I have really enjoyed my House Captain role. I like being in 
a leadership position and acting as a link between staff and 
students. It’s a great way to help the house run smoothly. 
Organisation is key. Balancing meetings, School Council 
and academics is a juggling act. Communication and 
�F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���D�U�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R�R��

�:�K�H�Q���,���“�U�V�W���M�R�L�Q�H�G���&�+�����,���Z�D�V���T�X�L�W�H���V�K�\�����7�D�N�L�Q�J���R�Q��
leadership roles helped me grow, especially being voted 
�L�Q���E�\���P�\���S�H�H�U�V�����7�K�D�W���J�D�Y�H���P�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���V�S�H�D�N���X�S��
and engage.

�0�X�V�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�� 
�,���S�O�D�\���W�K�H���t�X�W�H���D�Q�G���,���Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���0�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���%�D�Q�G�����-�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
band was one of my best decisions at CH. I took part in the 
St Matthew’s Day Parade and the Lord Mayor’s Show. It has 
been a brilliant contrast to academic life and helped me 
develop self-discipline and time management.

�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W 
The French trip to Normandy in Third Form was a highlight 
and the French teachers have always been incredibly 
supportive. The chemistry department has also been 
amazing. The teachers are very passionate and their 
enthusiasm is infectious. They offered me lots of one-to-one 
sessions, which was a huge help. The challenges they gave 
me have been motivating. They believed in me and pushed 
me to achieve more than I thought I could.

�'�U�D�P�D���D�Q�G���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J 
I have thrown myself into drama here and at the start of last 
year, I was very proud to be awarded a drama scholarship. 

I have been in two major productions. Last year, I played 
Anthony in Sweeney Todd�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���P�\���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J��
solo on stage. I had been in the choir for seven years, but I 
had never done solo performances before. I received singing 
lessons as part of the preparation. It was nerve-racking 
but incredible. This year, I had several smaller roles in Les 
Misérables as well as supporting the overall production and 
helping things run smoothly.

�$���O�L�I�H�O�R�Q�J���O�R�Y�H���R�I���V�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���R�X�W�G�R�R�U�V 
I have also tried rugby, squash, hockey, Rugby Fives, golf, 
football and, of course, cricket. During a cricket match last year, 
I hit the winning runs off my own coach. It was such an amazing 
moment. Walking Hadrian’s Wall was another great experience. 
We stayed in barracks, got to know the teachers and each other 
better, and experienced all kinds of weather.

�%�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H 
�:�K�H�Q���,���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���D�W���&�+�����,���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���O�R�X�G�����2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V��
�W�K�H�\���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���K�H�U�H���L�V���W�R���“�Q�G���\�R�X�U���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�����,�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���O�R�X�G����
�O�H�D�U�Q���W�R���O�L�V�W�H�Q�����,�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���T�X�L�H�W�����“�Q�G���\�R�X�U���Y�R�L�F�H�����7�K�D�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���V�W�D�\�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K���P�H�����&�+���W�D�X�J�K�W���P�H���W�R���V�W�H�S���E�D�F�N���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�����W�R���U�H�t�H�F�W���D�Q�G��
to appreciate different perspectives. Being in a boarding house 
has taught me independence, responsibility and how to live 
alongside others.
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�,���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���D�Q���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���“�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���K�H�U�H�����,�W�M�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���K�D�U�G���W�R��
leave, but I know I am taking a lot with me. At the start, what stood 
out about CH was the environment. It seemed nurturing and 
supportive. Other schools felt more pressured to be the best, but 
here it is more about being your best, which I really value.

�%�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�T�X�D�V�K���W�H�D�P���L�Q���'�H�S�V���Z�D�V���P�\���“�U�V�W���U�H�D�O��
position of responsibility. It taught me I could manage tasks, 
lead a team and stay on top of everything else. It gave me the 
�F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���J�R���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���,���K�D�Y�H���N�H�S�W���W�K�D�W��
mentality ever since. Now I say yes to every opportunity that 
comes my way. As a result, I have been House Captain and 
a Monitor. Those roles have taught me networking and peer 
management skills and I have learnt to work collaboratively as 
part of a team.

�<�R�X�Q�J���&�D�U�H�U�V���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K���$�V�L�D�Q���6�R�F�L�H�W�\ 
I am a young carer and so I know home life can get hectic as a 
result. That is part of the reason I wanted to board. I founded the 
Young Carers Society as a way to connect with others who have 
had similar experiences. Even if our numbers have not been 
huge, the option to come together is important. It’s better to 
have a space available than not.

VIERAN, �N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P���C�P�F���/�Q�P�K�V�Q�T

�8�K�G�T�C�P���Y�K�N�N���D�G���T�G�C�F�K�P�I���$�K�Q�O�G�F�K�E�C�N���'�P�I�K�P�G�G�T�K�P�I���C�V���5�J�G�H�‚�G�N�F���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[��

I founded the South Asian Society for similar reasons, in that 
it offers a place to share and explore cultural experiences 
and challenges. Issues around race or identity can be hard to 
talk about with people who don’t understand or share your 
background. These societies create a supportive space where 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���M�X�V�W���J�H�W���L�W�����,���Z�L�O�O���G�H�“�Q�L�W�H�O�\���W�U�\���W�R���V�W�D�\���L�Q���W�R�X�F�K���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
people I have connected with through these groups.

�3�X�E�O�L�F���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�U�\�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���W�K�L�Q�J�V 
I would never have tried public speaking if I had not come 
to CH, but I have now given several assemblies. Similarly, in 
Greater Erasmus, I applied for something called the Arkwright 
Engineering Scholarship. I didn’t know much about it, but it 
sounded interesting and I was successful. That led to work 
experience with DePuy, a Johnson & Johnson company, at 
their Leeds facility. I have even been in touch with their Head of 
�.�Q�H�H���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

�$�G�Y�L�F�H���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���M�X�V�W���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���D�W���&�+ 
Challenge yourself, even if you are already doing well. And do 
�Q�R�W���E�H���D�I�U�D�L�G���W�R���I�D�L�O�����7�K�D�W���L�V���K�R�Z���\�R�X���J�U�R�Z�����,�I���\�R�X���“�Q�G���V�F�K�R�R�O�Z�R�U�N��
easy, look for something harder. And take every opportunity you 
can, even if it seems small. You never know what it could lead to.

Other schools felt more pressured to be the best, but here it is more 
about being your best, which I really value.
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�)�/�(�8�5�����N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P

�(�N�G�W�T���K�U���I�Q�K�P�I���V�Q���V�J�G���4�Q�[�C�N���/�C�T�K�P�G�U���5�E�J�Q�Q�N���Q�H���/�W�U�K�E�o�U���$�C�P�F���5�G�T�X�K�E�G

Music was one of the reasons I came to CH and I have grown a 
lot as a musician here, more than I would have elsewhere. The 
access to musicians from different industries and backgrounds, 
like Mr Carter and Mr Bates from the Royal Marines, or Mr Jones 
and Mr Bartlett from the choral world, has been invaluable.

�&�&�)���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���%�D�Q�G���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q 
I joined CCF a year late, but I completed my basics and ended 
up as second in command of the Navy section. That is where I 
really felt in my element. We even got to watch the Trooping the 
Colour rehearsals recently and that was an amazing experience.

Becoming Band Captain has probably been my most enjoyable 
role. It involves giving the marching signal and sometimes 
leading the band. There is also behind-the-scenes admin and 
organising, like arranging music or sorting out tour hoodies. It’s 
a real privilege. One of the most memorable moments recently 
was being given a necklace by a former Band Captain. It is a 
quiet tradition where they pass something symbolic to the next 
female Band Captain.

�/�L�I�H���D�V���D���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U 
I have been Chapel Monitor and also looked after music and 
�W�K�H�D�W�U�H�����7�K�H���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�V�M���6�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H���O�D�V�W���W�H�U�P���Z�D�V���G�H�“�Q�L�W�H�O�\���D��
highlight. It was full of skits and music and we got the teachers 
involved. We had a Britain’s Got Talent-themed act, bands and 
even a hot wings interview with staff. The questions got harder 
as the wings got spicier. It was a lot of work but a great evening.

ALEXANDER, ���N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P

�#�N�G�Z�C�P�F�G�T���J�C�U���C���U�K�P�I�K�P�I���U�E�J�Q�N�C�T�U�J�K�R���V�Q���V�J�G���4�Q�[�C�N���0�Q�T�V�J�G�T�P���%�Q�N�N�G�I�G��
�Q�H���/�W�U�K�E

�,�M�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�H�O�O�R���V�L�Q�F�H���,���Z�D�V���D�E�R�X�W���“�Y�H���R�U���V�L�[�����0�X�V�L�F��
has always been part of my life. I had always enjoyed singing, 
but I only started taking lessons around Upper Fourth. That is 
when I realised just how much I loved it. Since then, I have sung 
in the Chapel Choir and the Schola Cantorum.

�(�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� 
I was part of the Symphony Orchestra from about Third Form 
and the Chamber Orchestra from Lower Erasmus. Performing 
with the Symphony Orchestra, especially for Evensong services, 
has been a real privilege. The musical opportunities here are 
exceptional. Outside of a dedicated music school, I don’t think 
there is anything better. You have access to choirs, orchestras 
and regular hymn services. It is quite unparalleled.

�0�X�V�L�F�D�O���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V 
A big moment for me was performing Schubert’s Winterreise  
as part of my EPQ. That was in March 2024 and it was a really 
powerful experience. The Christmas carol services over the 
years have also been amazing, with such a magical atmosphere.

But the Shostakovich concert at the end of the summer term, 
where I played the solo cello in his First Cello Concerto, was a 
huge deal for me.

I’m going to really miss the music here at CH. The performances, 
the rehearsals and the people. The musical community 
is incredible. I will also miss the traditions, as well as the 
friendships and connections I have made.
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When I arrived at CH in Second Form as a day student, I was 
�U�H�D�O�O�\���T�X�L�H�W���D�Q�G���W�L�P�L�G�����$�W���“�U�V�W�����,���I�H�O�W���O�L�N�H���,���Z�D�V���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���R�X�W���Z�K�H�Q��
I had to go home at 4 p.m., but that feeling soon faded.  And 
�Z�K�H�Q���,���O�D�W�H�U���M�R�L�Q�H�G���&�&�)�����L�W���J�D�Y�H���P�H���D���Y�R�L�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H��
to lead.

I’ve been a Monitor, a senior cadet in the CCF and Captain 
�R�I���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���K�R�F�N�H�\���W�H�D�P�����%�H�L�Q�J���D���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U���D�G�G�V���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
dimension as you connect with younger students and help 
create that sense of community. It’s a great way of giving back.

�0�X�V�L�F���D�Q�G���P�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�� 
Remembrance Day was a powerful moment. We also got to 
�V�H�H���D���U�H�K�H�D�U�V�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���.�L�Q�J�M�V���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���3�D�U�D�G�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D��
cool blend of my interests in CCF and music. Oh, and walking 
�+�D�G�U�L�D�Q�M�V���:�D�O�O�����7�K�D�W���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���P�\���“�U�V�W���E�L�J���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�W��
completely took me out of my comfort zone.

Music has become something I love. It’s a great feeling to be 
playing in a band surrounded by others who also love it. It 
can be chaotic, but when it all comes together, it’s brilliant. At 
�“�U�V�W�����\�R�X���U�H�O�\���R�Q���R�O�G�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H�����E�X�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\����
�\�R�X���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�D�W���J�X�L�G�L�Q�J���“�J�X�U�H�����<�R�X�M�U�H���P�H�Q�W�R�U�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U��
players, even if you don’t have a formal role.

�$�U�W���D�Q�G���0�D�Q�G�D�U�L�Q 
Art has been a huge part of my life here. There’s a lot on offer 
and so many different mediums. The Art School is always open 
and accessible and it’s a fantastic resource.

I’ve particularly enjoyed ceramics and textiles and I like the 
more tactile processes. You can really carve your own path 

�-�8�'�,�7�+�����N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P���C�P�F���/�Q�P�K�V�Q�T

�,�W�F�K�V�J���K�U���J�G�C�F�K�P�I���V�Q���$�T�K�I�J�V�Q�P���/�'�6���V�Q���F�Q���C�P���#�T�V���(�Q�W�P�F�C�V�K�Q�P���E�Q�W�T�U�G

here and the teachers don’t tell you what to do step-by-step. 
It’s more about helping you realise your vision. They guide 
you and then let you explore through trial and error. It’s very 
self-directed. 

I also took Mandarin, which is not easy, but the teaching is great, 
especially at A level. Again, there’s a lot of support and I used 
to go to two or three speaking sessions a week. The teachers 
always match the effort you put in.

�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���D�Q�G���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G 
I’m going to really miss the friendships and the community here. 
It’s a unique school, but it’s the people who make it so special. 
My advice to any students just starting at CH would be to take 
every opportunity, both academic and extracurricular. You 
build different communities through different activities. I’ve got 
my band group, my CCF group and I’ve also helped lead the 
LGBTQ+ and Mixed Heritage societies. They’ve given me new 
perspectives and helped me grow.

I’m going to really miss 
the friendships and the 
community here. It’s a unique 
school, but it’s the people 
who make it so special. 
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Biology at Christ’s Hospital has been brilliant. I have always 
enjoyed STEM subjects, but during my time here I realised 
I’m more drawn to chemistry and biology than maths and 
physics. Some of my teachers really nurtured that interest, 
going beyond the curriculum, talking about ecology and 

SASHA,���N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P

�5�C�U�J�C���K�U���Q�H�H���V�Q���1�Z�H�Q�T�F���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[���V�Q���T�G�C�F���/�G�F�K�E�K�P�G����

TANI, ���N�G�C�X�K�P�I���)�T�G�E�K�C�P���C�P�F���/�Q�P�K�V�Q�T

�6�C�P�K���K�U���V�C�M�K�P�I���C���[�G�C�T���Q�W�V���D�G�H�Q�T�G���U�V�W�F�[�K�P�I���Q�R�V�Q�O�G�V�T�[���C�V���%�C�T�F�K�H�H���7�P�K�X�G�T�U�K�V�[

other areas they are passionate about. That enthusiasm is 
infectious. In Grecians, I had Miss O’Connor, and we both 
love human biology, so it was great to stay after class and 
have proper conversations about the subject.

Olympiads 
The school runs lots of Olympiads. I’ve taken part in the 
�8�.���0�D�W�K�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�����W�K�H���*�L�U�O�V�M���0�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O���2�O�\�P�S�L�D�G����
Chemistry Olympiads and the Biology Olympiad. It’s a very 
different way of approaching a subject by way of problem-
solving and applying your knowledge, rather than just 
learning content. Based on your score, you get a gold, 
silver or bronze. I made it through to the second round in 
�W�K�H���%�L�R�O�R�J�\���2�O�\�P�S�L�D�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�Q�J���D���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�“�F��
article and answering questions. It was a real challenge and a 
fun experience that complemented what we do in class.

�&�O�L�P�E�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�X�V�L�F 
Outside the classroom, CH has given me so many 
opportunities I wouldn’t have had elsewhere. I’m not 
naturally sporty, but I got into climbing. We’ve been off-site 
to centres in East Grinstead and Brighton, and we also went 
on a number of amazing outdoor trips. 

There have been so many musical opportunities too. I have 
taken part in the Lord Mayor’s Show, St Matthew’s Day 
Parade, Beating Retreat, Concert Band and Big Band, which 
is more jazz-focused. Standing up to play a short solo was 
�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���,���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�M�W���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���G�R���D���I�H�Z��
years ago.

�2�Q���P�\���Y�H�U�\���“�U�V�W���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���&�+�����,���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���I�H�O�O���L�Q���O�R�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
place: the ethos and the uniqueness. I loved how different 
CH was from any other school, even down to the uniform. The 
teachers here are really supportive and my house parents have 
been like parents, keeping me grounded, always there for me, 
supportive, fun and approachable.

�/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���P�X�V�L�F 
I have had a really busy time at CH. I have been a Monitor 
and Assistant Band Captain. I play the trumpet and have 
played in the Marching Band and Brass Ensemble, which 
are the groups I really connected with. I also sang in the 
Gospel Choir and performed at the Royal Albert Hall last 
November. Music has been a form of escapism. When 
you’re not in the classroom, music gives you a different 
kind of freedom, collaborating, performing and simply 
enjoying the moment with others.

�7�K�H���$�I�U�R���&�D�U�L�E�E�H�D�Q���6�R�F�L�H�W�\�����$�&�6�� 
I was also the Food and Finance Coordinator for ACS. I 
helped organise our Culture Shock event. It was stressful, 
but I learned a lot about project management and 
�W�H�D�P�Z�R�U�N�����,�W���K�D�V���G�H�“�Q�L�W�H�O�\���K�H�O�S�H�G���E�X�L�O�G���V�N�L�O�O�V���,���Z�L�O�O���X�V�H���L�I���,��
run my own business in the future.

�6�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���W�H�D�P�Z�R�U�N 
I had never played rugby before CH, but I gave 
it a try and the coaches told me I was good. That 
encouragement pushed me to keep showing up and 
work hard, and eventually, I became Captain, something I 
am really proud of.

�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N 
Stand out memories at CH for me include coming second in 
the Royal Chemistry Challenge in Upper Fourth and taking 
part in the Baltimore Exchange Trip. I made a lifelong friend 
and I am going back to visit him this summer.
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�5�R�\�D�O���2�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���/�H�D�J�X�H

In September, some of our senior musicians returned to the 
Royal Overseas League in London to perform a gala concert of 
chamber music and solo items. The programme was typically 
eclectic, ranging from string quartets to jazz standards and 
�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�����2�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���Z�L�W�K���“�Q�H�V�V�H��
and aplomb, and the large and enthusiastic audience was 
hugely appreciative of the musicians’ efforts.

M USIC

St Matthew's Day 

�+�R�X�V�H���6�L�Q�J�L�Q�J

�,�C�O�G�U���$�C�T�V�N�G�V�V�����&�K�T�G�E�V�Q�T���Q�H���/�W�U�K�E�����J�K�I�J�N�K�I�J�V�U���C�P��
�G�Z�V�T�C�Q�T�F�K�P�C�T�[���[�G�C�T���Q�H���O�W�U�K�E�C�N���R�G�T�H�Q�T�O�C�P�E�G�U���C�P�F���G�X�G�P�V�U��

�6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�M�V���'�D�\���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���3�D�U�D�G�H

The whole-school St Matthew’s Day Service and Parade 
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���D�O�P�R�V�W���Q�R�Q���V�W�R�S���P�X�V�L�F���I�U�R�P���V�W�D�U�W���W�R���“�Q�L�V�K�����2�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W��
organists played before the service at St Paul’s Cathedral 
and the Chapel and Gospel Choirs each contributed an 
anthem. The Band played the whole school from St Paul’s to 
the Guildhall, before a student string quartet accompanied 
HRH the Duke of Gloucester and the Lord Mayor of London’s 
distribution of largesse. 

�+�R�X�V�H���6�L�Q�J�L�Q�J����

In the autumn, every single student participated in the annual 
House Singing competition, a high-energy, high-stakes evening 
of (mostly friendly) musical rivalry. Congratulations to Maine A 
(Silk Sonic: Skate), Barnes B (Michael Corcoran: Leave it All to 
Me) and Grecians West (a Disney medley).

�7�K�H���/�R�U�G���0�D�\�R�U�M�V���6�K�R�Z

The Band was once again invited to perform at the Lord Mayor’s 
Show, processing in front of the Lord Mayor’s entourage for the 
return to Mansion House and received a memorable standing 
ovation as they rounded the corner to Sussex by the Sea.
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�0�X�V�L�F���I�R�U���<�R�X�W�K 

The Gospel Choir was invited to perform at the Royal Albert Hall 
as part of the Music for Youth ‘Schools’ Prom’. Many thanks and 
congratulations to the student leaders of the choir, Abi, Harvey, 
�.�\�U�L�D���D�Q�G���7�K�H�R�����*�5�����Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�R�O�R�V���D�Q�G���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�L�V��
event, but across the whole year.

�6�F�K�R�R�O���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W

Nearly 200 students took part in December’s School Concert. 
Opening with the Symphony Orchestra’s blistering performance 
of Márquez’s Danzón no.2 before moving to a barnstorming 
�“�Q�D�O�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���%�D�Q�G�����D�Q���H�Q�U�D�S�W�X�U�H�G���%�L�J���6�F�K�R�R�O���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H��
enjoyed a typically energetic CH music experience. Notable 
mentions include the massed strings under Mrs Marsden’s 
direction and the Junior Choir making its concert debut with 
a set which ranged from gospel to classical to jazz. The Senior 
Corps of Drums mesmerised with a display of drum splits 
leading us, after Holst’s Second Suite in F, to the now traditional 
‘surprise’ encore of Sussex by the Sea.

Christmas spirit 

Carol services, carolling around the community and the 
Christmas Big Band concert brought 2024 to a close and at 
the concert, an elite team of vocal soloists also featured as 
comperes, expertly guiding the audience through the Big 
Band’s sets alongside appearances from the Senior Jazz 
Ensemble and the Dixieland Band.

�&�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���V�X�F�F�H�V�V��

In January, we celebrated some excellent student achievements: 
all three applicants to study music at Cambridge received 
�R�I�I�H�U�V�����D�Q�G�������R�I���W�K�H���������2�[�E�U�L�G�J�H���R�I�I�H�U���K�R�O�G�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H��
school held at least one Grade 8 and/or were members of a 
major ensemble!). Band Captain Fleur (GR) was successful 
in her application to the Royal Marines School of Music and 
Alexander (GR) was offered a suite of scholarships to study 
singing at conservatoires. We also learned that an extraordinary 
12 students were offered opportunities with the National Youth 
Music Theatre. 

Later in the term, we also enjoyed EPQ recitals from 
Dominic, Joshua and Amelie (DG) and a trip to London for 
the Spital Sermon. 

�.�H�\�Q�R�W�H�V���*�R�V�S�H�O���&�K�R�L�U

�.�H�\�Q�R�W�H�V���*�R�V�S�H�O���&�K�R�L�U���D�O�V�R���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U��

own Gospel Choir, setting them up with a host of new material 
and leaving them, as ever, totally inspired with their blend of 
�P�X�V�L�F�D�O���“�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��

�7�K�H���%�U�L�J�K�W�R�Q���$�0�(�;���6�W�D�G�L�X�P

Beating the cold January weather, the Band warmed up the 
crowd for a Premiership football match, delighting thousands of 
spectators with their renditions of Sweet Caroline and Gangnam 
Style at the Brighton AMEX Stadium . 

�6�F�K�R�R�O���0�X�V�L�F���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O

During the Lent term, a whole-school Music Festival with nearly 
200 entries saw musicians perform to one another across 
instrument and age-group categories. We were joined by four 
esteemed and expert visiting mentors, who offered feedback to 
the performers and nominated two from each group to perform 
in a Gala Concert. Thank you to our guests, Jeremy Young 
(Pianist and Head of Chamber Music, Royal Northern College 
of Music), Emily Holland (Head of Strings at Oakham School), 
�-�R�Q�Q�\���+�R�Z�D�U�G�����P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���.�L�Q�J�M�V���6�L�Q�J�H�U�V���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V������
Noel Langley (international jazz trumpeter) and, of course, to Mr 
�7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���0�X�V�L�F���D�Q�G���+�H�D�G���R�I���.�H�\�E�R�D�U�G����
for organising this brilliant event which brought a real buzz to 
the school.

�6�L�Q�J�V���/�L�Y�H

February’s highlights included a huge singing event in 
collaboration with West Sussex Music, ‘Sings Live’, involving 
�K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���.�H�\���6�W�D�J�H�������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\��
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�%�D�Q�G���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W

The Lent term Band Concert was spectacular, featuring the 
Training and Senior Bands and Corps of Drums. Bravo to 
soloists Fleur, Nina and Joanah (GR) and Dominic (DG) and to 
Second Drummer, Seb (GR) for his direction of the Corps of 
Drums. The programme included a movement from the Gordon 
Jacob Trombone Concerto and the chance to dust off the Big 
School organ for Saint-Saens’ Organ Symphony.  Bravo!

�$�Q�J�X�V���5�R�V�V���*�D�O�D���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W

We concluded Lent term with the Angus Ross Gala Concert, 
which combined the Symphony and Chamber Orchestras and 
Chapel Choir and Choral Society along with professional and 
student soloists. We heard concerto movements from Grecians 
Hoyeon (violin) with John Williams’ Remembrances, Joanah 
(violin) with Bruch’s Violin Concerto , Sam (trumpet) with Haydn’s 
Trumpet Concerto  and Polly (clarinet) with Finzi’s Bagatelles 
before more than 140 singers performed J.S. Bach’s �0�D�J�Q�L�“�F�D�W��
in D. A remarkable performance!

�%�U�L�J�K�W�R�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�M�V���3�D�U�D�G�H

In May, the Band performed as part of the Brighton Children’s 
Parade, entertaining the packed streets with a routine of pop 
favourites. This was a slightly different tone to their usual 
repertoire but highlighted how much fun these fabulous young 
musicians have.

Speech Day

Speech Day was replete with music from the Chapel Choir’s 
rendition of Stanford’s For Lo, I Raise Up, to the march past 
in Quad and the fanfares and processions in Big School. The 
Chamber Orchestra and Brass Ensemble combined in the 
balcony to add some extra ‘pomp’ to proceedings. 

�)�U�R�P���/�D�P�H�Q�W���W�R���$�F�W�L�R�Q

The Gospel Choir was invited to sing at the ‘From Lament 
�W�R���$�F�W�L�R�Q�M���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���“�I�W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
of George Floyd. This ecumenical service brought together 
representatives from across the world. 

�*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�V�M���9�D�O�H�G�L�F�W�R�U�\���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W

The journey into the end of the academic year was kickstarted 
by the Grecians’ Valedictory Concert celebrating the marvellous 
achievements of our departing students. An ambitious and 
sparky programme drew on music across all genres and 
styles and was emblematic of the new space provided for 
contemporary and ‘non-traditional’ forms of music to grow.

�%�U�L�J�K�W�R�Q���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�
�V���3�D�U�D�G�H
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�$���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���W�R�X�U

With just enough time to change out of Housey, the Band 
embarked on a European tour: three countries, three concerts, 
three days! Travelling around the Black Forest, the group 
performed in Offenburg (Germany), Strasbourg (France) 
and Schaffhausen (Switzerland), drawing rave reviews and 
astonishment wherever they went. 

Farewells 

As the term ended, we said farewell to Steve Brooks 
(Singing) and Assistant Director of Music (Performance) 
�D�Q�G���+�H�D�G���R�I���.�H�\�E�R�D�U�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����0�U���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q��
has transformed our lunchtime concert series, supported 
hundreds of students through their exams and recitals, 
�S�O�D�\�H�G���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���X�S�R�Q���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���R�I���U�H�D�O�O�\���T�X�L�W�H���G�L�I�“�F�X�O�W���Q�R�W�H�V��
and, most importantly, has been excellent fun to work with 
for students and colleagues alike. 

�7�K�H���H�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���Q�R�U�P�D�O���U�R�X�W�L�Q�H��

Behind these highlights, the ‘normal’ routine of the 
Music School continues: tens of thousands of individual 
lessons delivered, more than 250 examinations which 
�U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G�����������P�H�U�L�W���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���U�H�V�X�O�W�V�����������J�U�D�G�H�����V���D�Q�G��
�“�Y�H���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�V�����D�Q�G���W�R�Q�V���R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�H�V����
Particularly good to see this year has been the progress 
made in such short time by students who took up their 
instruments from scratch upon joining CH. Whilst the more 
experienced musicians enjoy a little more of the limelight, 
the foundations are strong, proving that the future of CH 
music is bright indeed!

�%�D�Q�G���7�R�X�U

�2�U�J�D�Q���6�D�I�D�U�L

The CH ‘Organ Safari’ made a welcome return this year with our 
�W�D�O�H�Q�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���X�V���R�Q���D���W�R�X�U���R�I���I�R�X�U���R�I���R�X�U���“�Y�H���R�U�J�D�Q�V����
Our student organists have had the fantastic opportunity to 
work with world class mentors, coaches and professionals over 
�W�K�H���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���'�L�H�Q�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�����*�X�L�O�G�I�R�U�G��
Cathedral) and Jane Watts (international concert organists) who 
have visited for masterclasses and recitals. 

�$���6�K�R�V�W�D�N�R�Y�L�F�K���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O

The Symphony Orchestra is dissolved in the summer term and 
replaced with smaller chamber groups; this year the ensembles 
worked towards a Shostakovich festival, marking 50 years 
�V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�U�M�V���G�H�D�W�K�����7�K�H���P�X�V�L�F���L�V���“�H�U�\�����D�Q�J�V�W�\���D�Q�G��
extremely challenging to play, which makes the ensembles’ 
accomplishments all the more impressive. In partnership with 
Ensemble Reza, who provided coaching and masterclasses 
during the day, we heard string quartets, piano trios, violin 
duos, a chamber symphony and a cello concerto performed by 
Alexander (GR).

�6�F�K�R�O�D���&�D�Q�W�R�U�X�P���D�Q�G���%�L�J���%�D�Q�G���6�X�P�P�H�U���&�R�Q�F�H�Ut

�7�K�H���“�Q�D�O���I�H�Z���G�D�\�V���R�I���W�H�U�P���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D���6�F�K�R�O�D���&�D�Q�W�R�U�X�P���F�R�Q�F�H�U�W��
in a programme built around Britten’s seminal Rejoice in the 
Lamb with solos taken by Heads of Choir Isabella, Joanah, 
Dominic and Michael-Tyler, and contributions from the Junior 
Choir. We went immediately on to the Big Band Summer 
Concert which blended high-octane playing with smouldering 
vocals, before bringing the academic year to a close with the 
ever-popular Beating Retreat in the Quad.
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�5�V�W�F�G�P�V�U���F�G�N�K�X�G�T���U�V�W�P�P�K�P�I���R�G�T�H�Q�T�O�C�P�E�G�U���C�P�F���F�G�O�Q�P�U�V�T�C�V�G��
�I�T�C�X�K�V�C�U�����G�O�Q�V�K�Q�P�����R�T�G�U�G�P�E�G���C�P�F���C�W�V�J�Q�T�K�V�[���F�W�T�K�P�I���V�J�G��
�E�Q�W�T�U�G���Q�H���C�P���Q�W�V�U�V�C�P�F�K�P�I���[�G�C�T��

DRAM A

The Drama Department has had 
an absolutely outstanding year. We 
began strongly with our new LE classes 
demonstrating creativity, collaboration, 
�F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���F�R�X�U�D�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�Y�L�V�H�G��
Theatre in Education projects. These 
performances were given to an invited 
audience of primary school children who 
proved to be engaged and energetic. 
Nerves were soon a thing of the past as 
LE students threw themselves into the 
performances with gusto and enjoyed 
the willingness of our young audience to 
get involved. 

Les Misérables

Our big production for Michaelmas term 
was the whole-school production of Les 
Misérables. This epic production was a 

Les Misérables

Les Misérables
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huge project with over 100 students 
onstage, behind the scenes, front of 
house and in the orchestra, and it was 
an outstanding opportunity for students 
from the youngest to oldest to gain the 
experience of working with and learning 
from each other.   

There were some stunning 
performances starting with Dominic 
(DG) as Valjean. Dominic soared 
effortlessly through all the musical highs 
and lows and showed great gravitas and 
emotion, charting Valjean’s journey from 
middle-aged fatherhood to the end of 
his life. Dominic’s rendition of Bring Him 
Home was nothing short of sublime. 

Harvey (GR), playing antagonist Javert, 
took to the stage with incredible 
presence and authority and sang 
several of his key moments down an 
octave, showcasing his astonishing bass 
voice. 

Amelie (DG) then gave us an emotional 
and nuanced interpretation of Fantine, 
making clear her determination, 
�K�H�U���U�H�I�X�V�D�O���W�R���J�L�Y�H���X�S���D�Q�G���K�H�U���“�Q�D�O��
acceptance that Cosette would be 
in safe hands. Amelie’s rendition of I 
Dreamed a Dream was wistful, youthfully 
optimistic and laced with bitterness as 
Fantine grimly faces the life ahead of 
her. 

Rose (UF) and Guy (GE) then bounced 
onstage as the monstrous Thenardiers 
and their energy, comic timing and 
enthusiasm lit up the stage in Master 
of the House. Eilise (GR) gave a 
spirited rendition of Enjolras, taking a 
thoughtful and mature approach to the 
student leader. Amelia (GE) showed 
us a vulnerable and idealistic Eponine 
whose performance of On My Own  was 
emotional and engaging. 

Nana (DG) as Marius and Alice (GE) 
as Cosette created chemistry and 
connection and brought a youthful, 
yearning energy to their soulful 
performance of A Heart Full of Love. 
Particular mention should also go 
�W�R���'�X�Q�\�D�����*�(�����D�Q�G���.�L�L�W�D�Q�����'�*�����D�V��
the spirited factory girl and sordid 
Foreman in At the End of the Day. These 
characters serve as the catalyst for 
Fantine’s story and were brought to life 
with malevolence and gleeful malice. 

Noah (DG) also shone as Grantaire, 
taking care of young Gavroche and 
singing Drink with Me  with equal parts 
warmth and bitterness. As well as 
the seniors, we had some beautifully 
compelling performances from 
Second Formers Olly as Gavroche and 
Aurora as Little Cosette. The students’ 
dedication and commitment to 
character helped to keep us grounded 
throughout the complex story, whether 
they were starving on the streets of 
Paris, touting for business on the docks 
or attending a ball to celebrate the 
marriage of Marius and Cosette. 

Les Misérables

Les Misérables

Les Misérables
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Theatre Technical Director, Gavin, 
designed and built the set, aiming to 
evoke as much of Paris as we could, while 
�S�U�D�J�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���“�W�W�L�Q�J���D�V���P�D�Q�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�V��
possible onstage. The resulting design 
was bold, clear and utterly effective and 
when we added the tricolore drapes 
�K�L�U�H�G���I�U�R�P���3�H�W�H�U�V�“�H�O�G���<�R�X�W�K���7�K�H�D�W�U�H���W�K�H��
impact was considerable. Gavin is always 
quick to say yes – in this case to seeing 
if we could make our barricades rotate 
for added poignancy when Gavroche 
is shot. In addition, Gavin carefully and 
meticulously trained up his tech team to 
run the show in its entirety, leaving him 
free to make notes and tweak as needed. 
The professional and collaborative skills 
that our technical team develop through 
this experience are second to none. 

Les Misérables is a musical that is 
almost entirely sung through. A 
venture of this magnitude could not 
be undertaken without the support 
of our inimitable Music Department. 
From Musical Director Mr Bartlett’s 
enthusiasm, care and attention to 
detail, to Mr Lee, Mr Thompson and Ms 
Bramson’s technical and one-to-one 
support, the quality of singing in Les 
Misérables was simply incredible. 

�(�[�W�U�D�F�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�F�K�R�R�O��
�7�K�H�D�W�U�H���$�Z�D�U�G�V���5�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I�� 
Les Misérables

‘The show is famously lavish and 
impressive, and it was performed here 
with aplomb and distinction by all the 
performers…Dominic’s effortless tenor 
voice as Valjean soared through the 
�Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���G�L�I�“�F�X�O�W���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��
with complete ease. Harvey’s stage 
presence alone as Javert was almost 
inconceivably powerful — and that’s 
before he opened his mouth, revealing 
a rich, deep bass voice.

The role [of Fantine] clearly demands a 
stand-out performer, and in Amelie, we 
got this and more, with every checkpoint 
of the rollercoaster accounted for — 
including a genuinely excellent rendition 
of ‘I Dreamed a Dream’. Amelie showed 
control and maturity beyond her years…’

�*�&�6�(���D�Q�G���$���O�H�Y�H�O���V�F�U�L�S�W�H�G��
�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V

After the success of the mighty Les 
Misérables, Lent term saw the Drama 
Department embark on Component 
2 scripted performances for both 
GCSE and A level. These saw a range 
of sensitive, comical and engaging 
performances, and for our students these 
�P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���“�Q�H�V�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��
GCSE and A level thus far. 

Not content with two large exam series, 
we then jumped into Component 
1 performances from DG students. 
These devised pieces showed a 

sophisticated grasp of characterisation 
and atmosphere and were thoroughly 
enjoyed by their audiences. The initial 
inspiration was Rufus Norris’ Sleeping 
Beauty and it was fascinating to see how 
each piece developed. Paloma, Alizeh, 
Annabelle and Aeryn created a surreal, 
unsettling and comical production with 
two mischievous and malevolent clowns 
running rings around a lost protagonist. 
�$�P�H�O�L�H�����.�L�L�W�D�Q���D�Q�G���(�O�O�H�Q�D���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�Q��
engaging storytelling piece parodying 
well-known Disney villains and breaking 
the fourth wall.  

�6�X�P�P�H�U���W�H�U�P���V�D�Z���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O���H�[�D�P��
performances with UF jumping into 
Component 1. These performances were 
�G�H�Y�L�V�H�G�����F�U�H�D�W�H�G�����U�H�“�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G��
by the students themselves and led to 
two fabulous evenings of performance. 
The range of creativity on offer was 
�I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���D�Q�G���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
with which the students approached this 
important part of their course. 

�/�(���3�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���$�U�W�V���'�D�\

LE students had a super day in the summer 
term, working with a visiting practitioner 
from The Paper Birds Theatre Company 
who guided them through The Paper Birds’ 
devising process, skills that will be put to 
use in the UF. When not working with The 
Paper Birds, LE students worked on Ernest 
and the Pale Moon with Ms Wylie. This led 
to some glorious performances, sinister 
and compelling, and allowed the students 
to work as a team using small torches to 
provide all the light. 

Drama trips  

The Drama Department also saw some 
amazing theatre this year. Particular 
highlights are a contemporary 
reimagining of Antigone at the National 
Theatre, Alexander Zeldin’s The Other 
Place. UF saw The Importance of Being 
Earnest which was a joyous interpretation 

�/�(���(�U�Q�H�V�W
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of Wilde’s comic classic starring Ncuti 
Gatwa, better known as Dr Who. Deps 
went to see Dear England at the National 
Theatre, which was an incredible triumph 
and UF saw Stranger Things which 
absolutely blew us away.

Wyrd Sisters

�7�K�H���“�Q�D�O���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���Z�D�V��
Terry Pratchett’s Wyrd Sisters. Wyrd 
Sisters���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���0�V���:�\�O�L�H���W�R���I�X�O�“�O���D��
theatre nerd dream of hers, that of using 
Pepper’s Ghost onstage. Pepper’s Ghost 
is named after its creator, John Henry 
Pepper, who popularised the effect in 
1862 when he used it to create a ghostly 
effect in a performance of a Charles 
Dickens novella, The Haunted Man and 
the Ghost’s Bargain. The effect uses lights 
and a glass (or in our case, perspex) 
�U�H�t�H�F�W�L�Y�H���V�X�U�I�D�F�H���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�W��
�U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���W�K�H��
�J�K�R�V�W���R�I���.�L�Q�J���9�H�U�H�Q�F�H��

The set, again, was designed, 
constructed and dressed by Gavin and 
provided a wonderful backdrop for this 
comical production.

Wyrd Sisters was a comic triumph, 
showcasing the juniors’ ability to tackle 
�D���Z�R�U�G�\���D�Q�G���S�X�Q���“�O�O�H�G���W�H�[�W���D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V��
particularly impressive to see them take 
responsibility for their show, working 
as a committed and good-humoured 
team. Our audiences were generous and 
gave such wonderful feedback to the 
50-strong cast; I hope that cast members
were as proud of their production as we
were of their achievement. 

�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�F�K�R�R�O���7�K�H�D�W�U�H��
Awards Gala

�7�K�H���“�Q�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���\�H�D�U��
was taking some of the stars of Les 
Misérables, Amelie, Nana, Amelia and 
Dominic, to the prestigious National 
School Theatre Awards Gala at the Gillian 
Lynne Theatre in the West End. All four 
had been nominated as Best Actor/
Actress in a Musical and Nana had been 
invited to perform Empty Chairs at Empty 
Tables. Students enjoyed the red-carpet 
experience and we were over the moon 
when Nana was awarded the prize for 
Best Male Solo in a musical. A well-
deserved prize and the perfect ending to 
a super year. 

Wyrd Sisters

Wyrd Sisters
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The 2024–25 academic year saw Christ’s Hospital students fully engaged across a wide range of sports, with hundreds representing 
�W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���“�[�W�X�U�H�V�����)�U�R�P���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�Q�V���W�R���L�Q�W�H�U���K�R�X�V�H���E�O�R�F�N���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G��
commitment, resilience and great sportsmanship throughout the year. Here’s a look back at the key highlights.

SPORT

�/�K�E�J�C�G�N�O�C�U���6�G�T�O��

�%�D�G�P�L�Q�W�R�Q

The senior mixed badminton squad ended the term unbeaten, 
�Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�O�O���Q�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���“�[�W�X�U�H�V�����$���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H��
outstanding performance of Jason (UF), who won the Sussex 
U16 Singles Championship, was runner-up in the doubles and 
�Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���F�O�D�L�P���W�K�H���(�V�V�H�[���8�������%�U�R�Q�]�H���6�L�Q�J�O�H�V���W�L�W�O�H�����S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�%�D�G�P�L�Q�W�R�Q���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���-�X�Q�L�R�U���&�L�U�F�X�L�W�����Z�L�W�K���D���W�K�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J�������J�������Z�L�Q���L�Q��
�W�K�H���“�Q�D�O��

�)�L�Y�H�V

�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���)�L�Y�H�V���V�H�D�V�R�Q���R�I�“�F�L�D�O�O�\���E�H�J�L�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���/�H�Q�W���W�H�U�P�����&�K�D�U�O�L�H��
(GR) achieved a remarkable feat last autumn by winning the 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���)�L�Y�H�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�U���7�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�����+�H���E�H�D�W���W�K�H���8�.���1�R���������L�Q��
�W�K�H���V�H�P�L���“�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���W�K�H�������������8�������Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O����
becoming the youngest player ever to win the tournament.
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bouncing back from early defeats to end the term with three 
wins and two draws. UF teams showed great dedication 

and achieved strong results, while LE teams, many 
�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���K�R�F�N�H�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�����V�K�R�Z�H�G��
excellent progress. The U14Bs were the most 
successful team in terms of wins.

�5�X�J�E�\

Rugby participation soared during the Michaelmas 
�W�H�U�P�����Z�L�W�K���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���“�[�W�X�U�H�V���D�W���D�O�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V�����0�D�[�����*�(����
was awarded the Joe Launchbury Scholarship 
and received inspiring visits from alumni and 
professional players Joe Launchbury and 
Lennox Anyanwu. The 1st XV, led by Tani (GR), 
showed strong progress, supported by standout 

performances from Deputy Grecians Will, Luke 
and Noah.

The GE teams performed well, with the A team narrowly 
�P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�Q���D���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�F�K�R�R�O�V���&�X�S���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���“�Q�D�O�����<�R�X�Q�J�H�U��
age groups also made excellent strides, with LE teams thriving 
under a new graded format. CH also trialled the RFU’s new 
Tier 1 touch rugby rules with other leading schools, increasing 
engagement and enjoyment.

Football

All Second and Third Form students represented 
�&�+���L�Q���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���“�[�W�X�U�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���I�R�F�X�V���“�U�P�O�\���R�Q��
physical, mental and social development. Students 
built resilience in competitive matches and forged 
strong team bonds. Several juniors were selected for 
the Prep School Lions Squad, and competed in the 
Gothia Cup in Sweden in the summer.

Netball

Second and Third Form girls developed key skills 
in passing, footwork and shooting through 
�“�[�W�X�U�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���O�R�F�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
Millais, Bohunt and Farlington. The term 
ended with the Junior Cup Ties, where 
Leigh Hunt B narrowly claimed victory on 
goal difference.

�+�R�F�N�H�\

�$���W�R�W�D�O���R�I�����������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���L�Q���������K�R�F�N�H�\���“�[�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
Michaelmas term. The First XI showed admirable perseverance, 

�.�G�P�V���6�G�T�O

�%�D�G�P�L�Q�W�R�Q

The season ended on a high with strong wins over Ardingly 
and a narrow victory against Burgess Hill Girls. Alicia (DG) 
and Candice (GE) stood out for their consistency. At the 
Charterhouse Cup, CH secured its best-ever result – fourth 
place among top Southern schools – thanks to standout 
performances by Jason (UF), Logan (DG), Jason C (GR) and 
Ryan (GR). Special thanks to outgoing captains Jason C and 
Ryan for their leadership.

�%�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O

�7�K�H���8�������D�Q�G���8�������W�H�D�P�V���K�D�G���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���V�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����U�H�t�H�F�W�L�Q�J��
the sport’s growing momentum at CH. The U18s built strong 
ties with local clubs, while girls’ basketball saw a surge in 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�D�S�S�H�G���E�\���D���������S�R�L�Q�W���Z�L�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�E�X�W���“�[�W�X�U�H��

�&�U�R�V�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\

�&�+���K�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���6�X�V�V�H�[���6�F�K�R�R�O�V�M���<�H�D�U�������D�Q�G�������&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V����
welcoming over 1,000 runners. Fifty CH students competed, 
with fantastic support, great weather and several new 
records set.

�6�W�H�H�S�O�H�F�K�D�V�H���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V

�% �-�X�Q�L�R�U�����0�D�[���������������/�\�G�L�D����������
�% Intermediate: William (UF), Imogen (GE)
�% Senior A: Raffy (GR), Leotie (DG)
�% Senior B: Sam (GR), Lara (DG)
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�)�L�Y�H�V

A strong season saw full U14 and U15 teams competing for the 
�“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���8�����V���D�O�V�R���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�E�X�W��

�7�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V

�% Charlie (GR): runner-up in the West of England and retained
the South East Schools Singles title

�% Charlie (GR) and Anthony (GR): SE Doubles runners-up
�% �2�V�F�D�U�����*�(�����D�Q�G���.�\�O�H�����*�5�������3�O�D�W�H���'�R�X�E�O�H�V���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V

Football

�&�+���“�H�O�G�H�G���������W�H�D�P�V�����Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U�����������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�����7�Z�R���J�L�U�O�V��
�S�O�D�\�H�G���L�Q���E�R�\�V�M���W�H�D�P�V�����D���“�U�V�W���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���)�L�U�V�W���;�,�����O�H�G���E�\��
Joseph (GR), lost just twice and remained unbeaten at home, 
�“�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�.�,�/�6���/�H�D�J�X�H�����7�D�G�H�����*�(�����Q�H�W�W�H�G���Q�L�Q�H���J�R�D�O�V��
in 10 games. The U16As had notable wins against Eastbourne, 
Worth and St John’s; the Bs showed resilience, including a 2–1 
win over Downsend. The U15s and U14s showed great progress, 
with highlights like a 6–5 win over Downsend.

�+�R�F�N�H�\

Second and Third Form students made excellent progress, 
�P�D�Q�\���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���“�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���P�D�W�F�K�H�V����

Netball

�,�W���Z�D�V���D���S�D�F�N�H�G���W�H�U�P���Z�L�W�K���“�[�W�X�U�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�R�S���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����&�+��
�V�F�R�U�H�G���R�Y�H�U���������������J�R�D�O�V���D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�H�D�P�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W��
improvement. The Second VII, U16C and U14F teams 
ended the term unbeaten. Special thanks to First VII captain 
�.�\�U�L�D�����*�5�����I�R�U���K�H�U���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S��

�5�X�J�E�\

Congratulations to Michael (DG), who has been selected for 
�W�K�H���6�X�V�V�H�[���8�����V���V�T�X�D�G���D�Q�G���W�R���0�D�[�����*�(�����R�Q���K�L�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
the Harlequins Premiership Academy.

The U14 Sevens team won the Surrey Schools Trophy in 
dramatic fashion and performed admirably at Rosslyn Park. 
�7�K�H���8�����V���W�R�R�N���W�K�H�L�U���“�U�V�W���V�W�H�S�V���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���U�X�J�E�\�����F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J��
in county festivals and at Rosslyn Park. CH also hosted the 
�“�U�V�W���6�X�V�V�H�[���8�������6�H�Y�H�Q�V�����7�Z�R���&�+���V�T�X�D�G�V���W�R�R�N���S�D�U�W���L�Q���Z�K�D�W��
was a valuable learning experience.

Squash

It was an outstanding and unbeaten season for the CH 
squash team. Loch (UF) led by example, with rapid progress 
shown by teammates. Special thanks to Grecians Danny, 
Alexander, Tristan and Conrad for their contributions, and 
to captain Vieran for his leadership.

�5�W�O�O�G�T���6�G�T�O��

Athletics

The summer season saw outstanding individual and team 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����&�+���D�W�K�O�H�W�H�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���R�Y�H�U���������P�H�G�D�O�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���I�R�X�U��
rounds of the Sussex Independent Schools’ Diamond League. 
Record-breaking performances came from Immanuel (GE), 
�'�D�Y�L�G�����*�(�����D�Q�G���$�\�R���7�����'�*�������7�K�U�H�H���&�+���W�H�D�P�V���T�X�D�O�L�“�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��
South East Regional Finals and 22 athletes were selected to 
represent Mid Sussex in the Sussex Schools’ Championships. 
Congratulations to Tai’bat (GR) and David (GE) for reaching the 
National Finals.

�+�R�X�V�H���D�W�K�O�H�W�L�F�V���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V 
Records broken by:
�% Sam (GR – 1500m)
�% Ethan (DG – 800m)
�% Ebube (DG – 100m)
�% David (GE – triple jump)
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�&�U�L�F�N�H�W

It was a fantastic term for all age groups, especially younger 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���H�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���J�D�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�����6�W�D�Q�G�R�X�W��
players included Ivy (02), Caius (LE) and Clara (UF). The 
U15s showed great improvement and commitment, with 
Seb (UF) and Clara (UF) named Players of the Season. The 
�)�L�U�V�W���;�,���H�Q�G�H�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\�����X�Q�E�H�D�W�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�V�W���“�Y�H���P�D�W�F�K�H�V����
�+�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���:�L�O�O�M�V�����'�*�����X�Q�E�H�D�W�H�Q�����������L�Q���W�K�H��
�+�R�O�G�V�Z�R�U�W�K���&�X�S���Z�L�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���2�O�G���%�O�X�H�V�����W�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H��
since 2018) and captain Raffy’s (GR) all-round heroics in the 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q���“�Q�D�O�H�����7�K�H���6�R�P�P�D���&�X�S���Z�D�V���M�R�L�Q�W�O�\���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���W�R���:�L�O�O��
and Raffy.

�*�L�U�O�V�M���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O

The programme expanded this year, with more teams and 
�“�[�W�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�Q���H�Y�H�U�����7�K�H���8�����V���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�H�U�J�\��
and commitment, notching key wins over Ardingly and 
Lancing. Charlotte (UF) stood out with stunning goals and 
excellent technique. The U18s had a balanced season, with a 
strong defence and dynamic attacking play led by Mia (GR) 
and Jordan (GR). The highlight: a 1–0 victory over a strong 
Lancing side.

�6�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J

CH swimming continues to thrive thanks to strong leadership 
from captains Anna, Maria, Ryan (all GR) and Solar (DG). New 
junior swimmers showed great promise, while seasoned 
performers like Jerry (DG), Leotie (DG) and Zhi (GE) 
impressed at county level. The Senior Gala was the most 
competitive in years, with four school records broken.

�*�D�O�D���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V: Leigh Hunt (Girls), Middleton (Boys) 
Coat Race: Grecians West

�7�H�Q�Q�L�V

Our U14 and U15 girls showed marked progress, developing 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���V�N�L�O�O�V�����.�D�P�V�L�����/�(�����D�Q�G���&�H�F�L�O�L�D�����8�)�����V�K�R�Q�H��
�L�Q���E�R�W�K���V�L�Q�J�O�H�V���D�Q�G���G�R�X�E�O�H�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���.�R�W�U�\�Q�D�����/�(�����D�Q�G���7�D�]�N�L�\�D��
(UF) earned recognition for their sportsmanship. The boys 
�D�O�V�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����-�D�V�R�Q�����8�)�����D�Q�G���'�X�Q�F�D�Q�����8�)�����Z�H�U�H��
standouts, and Charlie (GR) (crowned CH Singles Champion) 
led the squad with passion and poise.

�.�L�O�P�L�V�W�H�U���7�U�R�S�K�\�����D�O�O���U�R�X�Q�G���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H�������.�\�U�L�D�����*�5�� 



�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���J���/�L�R�Q�H�V�V

�#���N�G�X�G�N���R�T�Q�L�G�E�V���F�G�U�K�I�P��

D&T

Olatokunbo - modular  transportable toy storage and play unit�.�\�O�H�������M�H�Z�H�O�O�H�U�\���V�W�R�U�D�J�H��

George - custom extendable table Conrad - modular table and storage 

Levi - custom under desk unit Nicholas - multifunction hobby station
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Theo - culturally inspired coffee table and storage Teo - male grooming station

Ted - paddle board storage mount

Amelia 

John Noah

Aeryn

�#���N�G�X�G�N���&�G�R�U���H�T�G�G���R�T�Q�L�G�E�V���Y�Q�T�M
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Zoey - takeaway menu and packaging Rachel - general jewellery and beauty organiser 

Princess - jewellery and general desk organiser Mannix - desk organiser and stand 

Janelle - board game Jake - music point of sale and packaging

�)�%�5�'���T�G�U�K�U�V�C�P�V���O�C�V�G�T�K�C�N�U���C�P�F���I�T�C�R�J�K�E���R�T�Q�F�W�E�V�U
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Hermes - device stand and desk organiser Hadiyyah - fast food display and packaging 

Grigorii - kitchen knife organiser and cutting block Georgina - Italian takeaway menu and packaging 

Emma - portable design and art easel and organiser Elizabeth - jewellery organiser 

Despinar - storage and organiser Aurelia - sliding bunk desk 
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�,�W�P�K�Q�T���Y�Q�T�M

Our DT Juniors experience a very wide range of design skills and disciplines, from traditional practical skill development, graphic 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�����L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G�����'���&�$�'���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�����$���I�H�Z���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���6�H�F�R�Q�G���)�R�U�P���W�R�Z�H�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�H�D�P��
building introductory activity to a new LE interior design project. 

�/�(���Z�R�R�G�H�Q���E�R�[�H�V����

�/�(���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���G�H�V�L�J�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����7�K�L�U�G���)�R�U�P���6�R�P�D���F�X�E�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�F�N�D�J�L�Q�J

�7�K�L�U�G���)�R�U�P���Q�L�J�K�W�O�L�J�K�W�V��

�6�H�F�R�Q�G���)�R�U�P���W�R�Z�H�U�V��
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�(�G�U�V�K�X�G���R�T�Q�L�G�E�V�U

Every year, D&T create some very quick, festively themed projects.

For Christmas 2025, there will be a brand-new cross year project to decorate a DT 
Christmas tree, and for Deps and Grecians to exhibit at the Wizardry in Wood 2025 
London exhibition (Worshipful Company of Turners). 

UF group Christmas tree project Senior project with prover prototypes 

Senior project with prover prototypes 

McLaren Engineering (of the Autosport engineering fame) made a rare visit this year. It 
was a great opportunity for a few UF and GE students to hear from them and take part 
in an engineering challenge. 

�/�E�.�C�T�G�P���'�P�I�K�P�G�G�T�K�P�I����

�7�K�L�U�G���)�R�U�P���6�R�P�D���F�X�E�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�F�N�D�J�L�Q�J

John, Aeryn, Amelia 
and Noah 

John, Aeryn, Amelia 
and Noah 

Japan House Tim Burton Design Museum 

Miss Watson took our 
Deps on a superb visit 
to experience diverse 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q���L�Q���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���“�H�O�G�V����

�6�K�O���$�W�T�V�Q�P���&�G�U�K�I�P���/�W�U�G�W�O���C�P�F���,�C�R�C�P���*�Q�W�U�G��
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Aurelia

Caro Sylvie

Gabby

Rachel Elise

Cara

 Joseph

Xenia

Isabella

Jon

ART
�#���U�G�N�G�E�V�K�Q�P���Q�H���)�'���)�%�5�'���Y�Q�T�M��



  |  53

Hermes Emma

Joshua

Geoffrey

Layla

Naran

Stephanie

Elektra

AggieImogen

 Mahi

Zoe JulietteElsieMali 
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�#���U�G�N�G�E�V�K�Q�P���Q�H���)�T�G�E�K�C�P���#���N�G�X�G�N���Y�Q�T�M��

Maria

Sophie

Nico Conrad

Janel Yaryna

SiennaCharlotte

JudithJulie

�.�L�W�W�\



The African Caribbean Society (ACS) 
has had an incredibly successful year, 
�“�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����F�U�R�V�V���V�R�F�L�H�W�\��
collaborations and engaging sessions 
hosted by our passionate committee. Co-
leading the society alongside Harvey has 
been an immensely rewarding journey, 
marked by unforgettable moments that 
have shaped my time as President.

One of our proudest achievements was 
debuting the ACS lanyards at the Christ’s 
Hospital annual Christmas Fair – a long-
�W�H�U�P���J�R�D�O���“�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�D�O�L�V�H�G�����7�K�H���O�D�X�Q�F�K��
not only symbolised our growth but also 
allowed members to express their own 
identity and pride.

Another standout moment was our 
cultural food stall, where the committee 
came together to sell traditional snacks 
like Chin Chin and plantain. Each 
�L�W�H�P���U�H�t�H�F�W�H�G���D���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���D�Q�G��
Caribbean heritage and they were 
warmly received by students, staff and 
visitors. The event raised an impressive 
amount in donations and celebrated the 
�F�X�O�L�Q�D�U�\���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���X�Q�L�W�H���D�Q�G���G�H�“�Q�H��
our cultures.

Of all our initiatives, the most 
memorable was Culture Shock, our 
annual event. Despite its challenges, 
it was a phenomenal success. From 
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O���G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���.�H�Q�\�D��
to delivering a stunning cultural fashion 
show, a CH-themed Family Feud game 
and a student-led talent showcase, 
the night was a vivid celebration of 

EDI NEWS 

identity and unity. We performed two 
separate shows in one evening and 
the overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from attendees reminded us just how 
meaningful our work is.

�$���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���G�L�J�Q�L�“�H�G���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W���Z�D�V���R�X�U��
collaboration with Bede’s School. Their 
visit was motivated by a desire to start 
their own ACS. Sharing our journey and 
showing them around the school was a 
powerful experience. It reminded us of 
the importance of Black-led spaces in 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V���J���V�S�D�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�V�W�H�U���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H����
community and cultural pride.

As the summer term arrived, we passed 
the baton to the new committee, 
who kicked off their leadership with 
an innovative baking competition. 
Boarding houses were invited to 
prepare dishes from various African 
and Caribbean countries, leading to 
�D���G�H�O�L�J�K�W�I�X�O���H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q���R�I���t�D�Y�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G��
incredible student participation. It was 
�D���K�X�J�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���D���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
our mission: to bring people together 
through culture.

We closed the year with a spirited 
Sports Day, in collaboration with other 
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school societies. It was the perfect send-
off packed with sports, music, food 
and laughter. A joyful and communal 
celebration that truly captured the heart 
of what ACS stands for.

Leading this society has taught me the 
power of representation, the beauty of 
cultural expression and the strength of 
community. It’s been an honour to help 
create a space where students feel seen, 
celebrated and empowered.

�$�V�K�O�\�Q�H�� 
�$�&�6���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��

ACS 

ACS (African-Caribbean Society) is 
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�Q�t�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���O�H�G��
groups in the school. We run a range 
of events and discussions on topics 
relevant to our identities and cultures. 
What stands out most is the deep sense 
of community the ACS fosters among 
African and Caribbean students across all 
year groups. This unity strengthens us as 
a group and makes the school feel like a 
more inclusive and supportive place.  

�%�U�R���/�X�Q�F�K

Bro Lunch was a great success this 
year, particularly as it’s still a fairly new 
society. One of the most powerful 
aspects of its growth is the increased 
participation from older pupils across 
multiple boarding houses. This has 
helped foster a new culture within 
boys’ houses along the Avenue, one 
where open conversations about 
mental health, harmful stereotypes and 
toxic ideologies are becoming more 
common. In the context of a boarding 
school, where students live and learn 
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���������������W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
are especially important. Bro Lunch is 
helping bring previously neglected 
issues to the forefront, ultimately 
enriching the student experience both 
inside and outside the classroom.  

�L�%�U�R���/�X�Q�F�K���R�Q���W�K�H���������-�X�Q�H�����P�\���“�U�V�W���D�Q�G��
last such experience, was everything 
that I admire about what CH is in 
the summer of 2025. This is a group 
that places everything at the foot of 
inclusion and, like all of the excellent 
�D�I�“�Q�L�W�\���J�U�R�X�S�V���Q�R�Z���t�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���L�Q��
the school, its particular strengths 
come under the broad umbrella of 
the school’s commitment to listening, 
then, if necessary, talking. In an age 
of big-man leadership, exclusivity and 
division, much could be learnt from 
seeing how students at CH manage 
themselves and each other as they 
develop opinion.’ 

�6�L�P�R�Q���5�H�L�G

‘The Bro Lunch was a powerful event, and 
seeing young men discussing matters 
that pertain to them or are ascribed 

to them (procrastination is often 
seen as a ‘youthful male’ approach) 
was thought-provoking. I enjoyed 
the discussion enormously, and the 
thinking that was being done was at 
the highest of levels. Masculinity at CH 
appears to be in pretty good hands.’  

�/�X�N�H���:�D�O�W�H�U�V

Gospel Choir

Gospel Choir has grown in size, 
strength and visibility over the 
years. We’ve performed at a variety 
of venues and occasions, building 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���H�D�F�K��
performance. The choir continues 
to showcase the incredible musical 
talent of CH pupils, while also 
contributing to the diversity of the 
school’s musical offering. 

�7�K�H���0�X�V�O�L�P���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�M��
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��

Before the creation of the Muslim 
Students’ Association (MSA), the 
Muslim community at CH felt 
fragmented. The MSA brought us 
together, connecting Muslim students 
across all year groups and helping to 
combat the sense of isolation. Over 
the past three years, MSA has worked 
actively to improve the quality of life 
for Muslim students, collaborating 
with the catering team to introduce 
halal food options and organising 
breakfast bags during Ramadan for 
those who are fasting. It’s been a vital 
support system and a unifying force 
for our community.  

‘I have experienced several Ramadans 
�D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O�����D�Q�G���,���F�D�Q���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�W�O�\���V�D�\��
that this year has been one of the most 
memorable. Fasting during Ramadan 
while maintaining focus for six to eight 
hours of school each day is no small 
feat, especially when you haven’t eaten 
since 4 a.m. and all you want to do 
is rest. Despite these challenges, the 
support from our school community 
has been outstanding this year, 
ensuring that our Muslim students 
have a comfortable and supportive 
environment during this time.

The Muslim Students’ Association 
hosts an annual Eid dinner to celebrate 
together, particularly for those of us 
who cannot be with our families. It 
remains important for our Muslim 
community at CH to continue the 
tradition of celebrating together, having 
fasted alongside each other throughout 
the month of Ramadan. Each person is 
invited to bring a guest, allowing us to 
�V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���5�D�P�D�G�D�Q���Z�L�W�K��
our non-Muslim friends.

This year, we were thrilled to see our 
largest turnout yet for our Iftar dinner, 
�Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U���������D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
to break the fast, making it a truly 
special and memorable occasion.’

Mariam 

�0�L�V�V�L�R�Q��������

This year, CH was delighted to receive 
a visit from Mission 44, the amazing 
global charity founded by seven-time 
Formula One World Champion, Lewis 
Hamilton. Mission 44 aims to empower 
young people to overcome social 
injustice and succeed, inspired by 
Lewis's upbringing and experience as 
�W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�I���F�R�O�R�X�U���L�Q���K�L�V���“�H�O�G����
Mission 44's representative, Jason, 
met students in the DT, physics and art 
departments and spent time with our 
EDI Monitors.
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Chapel continues to sit at the heart of life here at CH. With 
the weekly junior and senior services and our whole-school 
Sunday service, there is always time in the week to encourage 
our students, who live such busy lives of ‘do, do, do’, to stop, 
and simply ‘be, be, be.’ This has been the main focus of our 
time in Chapel this year: to learn more about how to ‘be still 
and know that I am God’ (Ps. 46). In a world with so much 
noise, it has been incredible to think and talk about the need 
to look inwards, to the still small voice that speaks to us all 
– not in isolation, but in the presence of hundreds of other
young people. Chapel therefore remains a place where we
are encouraged to challenge ourselves and our consciences, 
regardless of particular faith or belief.

�/�L�W�X�U�J�L�F�D�O���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V

There have been a number of liturgical highlights too, 
particularly the renewal of Junior Compline into a service in the 
style of the Taizé Community of France, where simple songs 
are repeated by candlelight. It has proven popular among 
the juniors, with many bringing a friend along. During Black 
History Month, we held a special service that was almost entirely 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���O�H�G�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���V�R�P�H���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
praying of the Lord’s Prayer in Yoruba. 

Our joint Chapel/Gospel Choir services continue to be a 
termly highlight especially with the Gospel Choir looking 

CHAPEL

resplendent in their new robes! Senior Compline continues to 
be entirely student-led, often with beautiful music arranged 
or composed by students themselves. Of course, the greatest 
liturgical highlight was St Matthew’s Day at St Paul’s Cathedral, 
where both choirs performed beautifully, and where the school 
showed that when it comes to Christian worship, CH really is 
second to none.

�&�K�D�S�O�D�L�Q�F�\���O�L�I�H��

Of course, what goes on in Chapel is only a small part of life 
in the Chaplaincy. It is always a pleasure to meet and chat with 
students, staff (and their families), parents and many others. 
Boarding house and departmental visits are always a privilege, 
�D�Q�G���F�K�D�S�O�D�L�Q�F�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���“�U�P�O�\���H�P�E�H�G�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O���D�Q�G��
welfare provision of the school.

We often describe chaplaincy as a ministry of presence, 
and it is often those quiet, unseen moments where the true 
honour of priestly ministry lies. As I leave Christ’s Hospital to 
take on the chaplaincy at Haileybury College, I wish to extend 
my heartfelt thanks to all those I have had the privilege of 
ministering to; it has been the greatest and most humbling 
thing to walk alongside you. The school can look forward to 
welcoming the new Chaplain, The Rev’d Dr Anthony Moore, 
who will arrive in September.

May Christ richly bless this, His Hospital.



OLD BLUES DAY
�%�*���Y�G�N�E�Q�O�G�F���D�C�E�M���1�N�F���$�N�W�G�U���H�Q�T���C���U�R�G�E�K�C�N���F�C�[���Q�H���H�W�P���C�P�F��
�T�G�E�Q�P�P�G�E�V�K�Q�P�����H�G�C�V�W�T�K�P�I���I�W�K�F�G�F���V�Q�W�T�U�����C���E�J�C�R�G�N���U�G�T�X�K�E�G�����D�C�P�F��
�R�C�T�C�F�G�����C���N�K�X�G�N�[���P�G�V�D�C�N�N���O�C�V�E�J���C�P�F���O�Q�T�G��
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MODEL   
UNITED NATIONS

�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G���R�I���������W�R���������0�D�U�F�K�����������&�+���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G��
�W�R���+�D�L�O�H�\�E�X�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���8�.�M�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���0�R�G�H�O���8�Q�L�W�H�G��
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���“�Y�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
(Madagascar, Norway, Panama, Poland and Syria), they 
debated a range of global issues, including the questions 
of water security, eco-terrorism and the future of the United 
Nations itself.

Over the course of three days, the students collectively 
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���������V�S�H�H�F�K�H�V�����S�R�V�H�G�����������3�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
(most impressively) had four of their resolutions passed. Sienna 
(GR) had an especially industrious and rewarding weekend, 
serving as one of the chairs on the Human Rights Committee 
and thereby playing a vital role in the running of the conference.

Everyone involved performed admirably, demonstrating 
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H���V�N�L�O�O���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���O�R�E�E�\�L�Q�J�����V�S�H�H�F�K���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J��
and public speaking. As a school, we came away with several 
individual prizes, including a Highly Commended Delegate 
�D�Z�D�U�G���I�R�U���.�R�E�L�H�����*�(�����D�W���K�L�V���“�U�V�W���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���&�+�����D�Q�G��
Distinguished Delegate awards for George (GR) and Javina 
(DG). Particularly prestigious was the award to Daniel (GR) 
for the best resolution submitted to the Special Political and 
Decolonisation Committee. The students representing Syria, 
George (GR) and Freya, David, Noah and Javina (all DG), were 
deservedly recognised as one of the distinguished delegations 
at the conference.

Overall, this was once again an immensely enjoyable and 
successful event, and we look forward to returning to Haileybury 
in 2026.
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�4�Q�[�C�N���0�C�X�[�����5�J�C�E�M�N�G�V�Q�P���%�W�R��
CCF Royal Naval Division attended Dulwich College on 
�����0�D�U�F�K���W�R���F�R�P�S�H�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�K�D�F�N�O�H�W�R�Q���&�X�S�����7�K�H���&�+���W�H�D�P��
pipped Dulwich College to the post in both the Drill 
Competition and the Command Task, where cadets battled 
against the clock to save HMS Shackleton from falling 
into enemy hands. The team also competed in Maritime 
Compartment Clearing, First Aid, Royal Navy asset recognition 
�D�Q�G���1�D�Y�D�O���.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����D���Y�H�U�\���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
from the CH cadets and congratulations to Dulwich College 
for winning overall.  

�4�#�(���#�K�T���E�C�F�G�V�U���V�C�M�G���V�Q���V�J�G���U�M�K�G�U
On 6 March, four members of the RAF section had an 
�D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���t�\���D���S�R�Z�H�U�H�G���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D���t�\�L�Q�J��
day at RAF Benson. 

Under the guidance of experienced RAF pilots, the cadets 
�W�R�R�N���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V���R�I���D���*�U�R�E���7�X�W�R�U���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W�����t�\�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
picturesque Oxfordshire countryside. For many, this was their 
�“�U�V�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V���R�I���D�Q���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W����

�%�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���t�L�J�K�W�V�����F�D�G�H�W�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
�E�U�L�H�“�Q�J�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W�M�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
safety protocols, including parachute drills, and the 
importance of teamwork in aviation. Once airborne, the 
�F�D�G�H�W�V���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���E�D�V�L�F���t�\�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�R�H�X�Y�U�H�V���V�X�F�K��
as turns, climbs and descents and were also fortunate enough 
to undertake aerobatic manoeuvres including barrel rolls and 
stall turns. The thrill of taking control of an aircraft and seeing 

the world from a completely new perspective left the cadets 
feeling inspired and motivated to continue pursuing their 
interest in aviation.

�5�W�O�O�G�T���%�C�O�R������������
This summer, 26 CCF cadets joined several other CCFs from 
across the South East for an action-packed camp at Longmoor 
�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���&�D�P�S���L�Q���+�D�P�S�V�K�L�U�H���b�)�R�X�U���G�D�\�V���R�I���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H��
followed by a competition day. The activities were run by the 
�&�D�G�H�W���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���7�H�D�P�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�+���&�&�)���V�W�D�I�I���b

�'�D�\���������:�D�W�H�U�V�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V 
A hot and sunny day got off to a cool start with kayaking and 
paddle boarding followed by raft building and racing at Hawley 
Lake, part of the Royal Engineers’ training area near Camberley 
�L�Q���6�X�U�U�H�\���b���$�I�W�H�U���O�X�Q�F�K�����W�K�H���F�D�G�H�W�V���O�H�D�U�Q�W���V�R�P�H���E�L�N�H���P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H��
�V�N�L�O�O�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���W�R���“�[���D���S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H�����E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I�I���I�R�U���D��
�P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���E�L�N�H���U�L�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�V�W���b�7�K�H���F�D�G�H�W�V���W�K�H�Q���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G��
�W�K�H�L�U���D�U�F�K�H�U�\���V�N�L�O�O�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�O�L�P�E�L�Q�J���Z�D�O�O���b�b

�'�D�\���������5�D�Q�J�H���'�D�\
It was off to the 100m range to practise shooting skills with the 
�F�D�G�H�W���*�3���U�L�t�H�����D�Q���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���$�U�P�\���U�L�t�H��������
Each cadet had one-on-one coaching and several received 
badges in recognition of their excellent skills.    

Then for something different with a clay pigeon shoot. Their 
military skills were further tested with observation stands 
where they had to pick out hidden objects as well as occupy 
observation posts where they had to scan for and report back 
�R�Q���H�Q�H�P�\���W�U�R�R�S���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���b

CCF 
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After dinner, the cadets spent the early evening practising their 
�G�U�L�O�O���D�Q�G���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���I�R�U���&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���'�D�\���b�b

�'�D�\���������)�L�H�O�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���� 
The cadets were up early to get out onto the training area for an 
�D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�D�F�N�H�G���G�D�\���b�$�I�W�H�U���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J���E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���������K�R�X�U��
�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�D�F�N�V�����“�U�V�W���X�S���Z�D�V���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���I�R�U���D�Q�G���F�D�U�U�\���R�X�W���D�Q���D�P�E�X�V�K��
�R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�H�P�\���b�7�K�H���&�D�G�H�W���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���7�H�D�P���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G��
rehearsed the ambush drills with the cadets before leading 
them out for the actual ambush.

Next, the cadets took part in a building clearance exercise 
���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���E�X�L�O�W���X�S���D�U�H�D���J���7�,�%�8�$�����b�7�K�H���“�Q�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�G�D�\���Z�D�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���b�7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���R�X�U���P�R�U�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U��
cadets to demonstrate their command and leadership skills 
as they directed their teams of eight to nine cadets to attack 
�D�Q���H�Q�H�P�\���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���b�7�K�H���&�D�G�H�W���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���7�H�D�P���Z�D�V���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\��
�L�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���b���:�H�O�O���G�R�Q�H���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���b
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After retiring to our platoon harbour area for the evening, the 
cadets set up their shelters (bashas), cooked dinner and got 
�W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�G�V���G�R�Z�Q���I�R�U���D���Z�H�O�O���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G���U�H�V�W���b

�'�D�\�����������)�L�H�O�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�������� 
�$�Q���H�D�U�O�\���V�W�D�U�W���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���D�W�������������D���P�����7�K�H���F�D�G�H�W�V���F�R�R�N�H�G��
breakfast and packed up their kit, ready for another fun-packed 
day. Activities began with learning survival skills, such as 
collecting water and setting animal traps. Then it was on to the 
axe-throwing!    

�'�Z�R�G�F�K�V�K�Q�P���9�G�G�M 
With the Grecians and GE cadets heading off on study leave 
in early May, training duties were passed to the Deputy 
House Captains (Deps), who focused on navigation training in 
preparation for Expedition Week.

�(�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���:�H�H�N���L�W�V�H�O�I���E�H�J�D�Q���R�Q�������-�X�Q�H���D�W���+�D�Q�N�O�H�\���&�R�P�P�R�Q����
where cadets tackled a two-day navigation challenge. Armed 
with only maps and compasses, they navigated unfamiliar 
terrain, set up camp, cooked meals and managed minor injuries 
with support from staff. A night navigation exercise led by the 
Deps proved a memorable highlight.

Following their return, cadets transferred to Longmoor Training 
Camp for the military skills phase of the week. Training included 
an obstacle course with Sub Lt Plummer, an indoor electric 
range with Capt Boulton and drill sessions with Maj Hughes.

On Wednesday, the contingent travelled to the Andrew 
Simpson Centre in Portsmouth for a day of multi-activity water 
sports, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Thursday was 
spent at Pirbright Ranges, where cadets successfully completed 
their Two-Star shooting assessments.

The week concluded with Friday’s Competition Day – a mix of 
physical and mental challenges including blindfolded marching, 
timed weapon stripping, observation and patrol tasks, a giant 
team-based Jenga game and the obstacle course. Each team 
�V�K�R�Z�H�G���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���W�H�D�P�Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���V�S�L�U�L�W�����Z�L�W�K���P�R�V�W���S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���“�U�V�W��
or second in at least one event.
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�5�W�O�O�G�T���V�G�T�O���T�Q�W�P�F�W�R����
�E�G�N�G�D�T�C�V�K�P�I���U�G�T�X�K�E�G�����N�G�C�F�G�T�U�J�K�R��
�C�P�F���C�F�X�G�P�V�W�T�G
Summer term began in traditional fashion with the 
annual CCF Dinner Night – an evening to celebrate 
the dedication and service of our cadets. The event 
recognised the contributions of the outgoing Grecians, 
many of whom have served for four years, and included 
awards for outstanding cadets across all sections, as well 
as the announcement of leadership appointments for the 
coming year.

A particular highlight of the evening was a heartfelt speech 
by WO1 (RSM) Judith (GR), who has been appointed Senior 
Cadet for 2024–25. The Head Teacher was on hand to 
present the following awards:

�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���$�Z�D�U�G�V

�% Pooley Sword: WO1 (RSM) Judith (GR)

�% Contingent Commander’s Award:  CSgt Daniel (GR)

�% Shooting Trophy:  CSgt Tallak (GR)

�5�R�\�D�O���1�D�Y�\���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q

�% The Britannia Award: WO2 Ted (GR)

�% Elstob Trophy for Leadership:  Able Cadet Isabella (GE)

�$�U�P�\���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q

�% Josh Leakey Trophy: CSgt Tallak (GR)

�% Army Cup:  LCpl Amy (GE)

�5�$�)���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q

�% Jamie Cox Memorial Trophy:  WO2 George (GR)

�% Paddy Vincent Flying Scholarship:  WO2 Sam (GR)

�% Barnes Wallis Cup: Cpl Grigorii (GE)

�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���6�T�X�D�G�U�R�Q

�% Goddard Prize:  CSgt Anthony (GR)

Leadership appointments for the next academic year were also 
announced:

�% �5�1���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���&�D�G�H�W���/�H�D�G�H�U�� PO Aspen (DG) |
���,�&�� PO Leo (DG)

�% �$�U�P�\���3�O�D�W�R�R�Q���&�D�G�H�W���/�H�D�G�H�U�� Sgt Eli (DG) |
���,�&�� Sgt David (DG)

�% �5�$�)���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���/�H�D�G�H�U�� Sgt Alice (DG) |
���,�&�����6�J�W���.�H�Q�H�����'�*��

�% �6�T�X�D�G�U�R�Q���&�D�G�H�W���/�H�D�G�H�U�� Sgt Allegra (DG) |
���,�&�� Sgt Aeryn (DG)

�% �&�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���6�H�Q�L�R�U���&�D�G�H�W�� Sgt Heather (DG)
(promoted to CSgt)

�% �&�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W�����,�&�� Sgt Javina (DG)
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�#�V�J�G�P�U

Classics and philosophy students 
embarked on an unforgettable four-
night trip to Athens. The trip was packed 
with excursions and tours, intense 
philosophical discussions and great food!

There was a special excursion to Delphi, 
a 5,000-year-old site where the Ancient 
Greeks believed prophecies were made. 
Students were driven into the Greek 
mountains and saw the remains of a 
temple to Apollo, the god of prophecy, 
as well as an archaeological museum. 
An inscription near the ancient temple 
�U�H�D�G�V���L�.�Q�R�Z���7�K�\�V�H�O�I�M���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���V�S�D�U�N�H�G��
a thought-provoking discussion on its 
meaning and relevance today.

Back in Athens, students walked around 
�.�H�U�D�P�H�L�N�R�V�����D�Q���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���J�U�D�Y�H�\�D�U�G�����D�Q�G����
of course, the famous Acropolis. In the 
Acropolis Museum, students had a 
philosophical debate about whether the 
Parthenon Marbles should be returned 
from the British Museum to their place 
of origin. Walking around the ancient 
Agora (marketplace) was another 
highlight of the trip, as well as seeing the 
archaeological museum and Aristotle’s 
Lyceum, where he taught his pupils 
thousands of years ago. On the last 
day, after a drive through the stunning 
Athenian Riviera, students visited Cape 
Sounion – an ancient temple to Poseidon 
overlooking the sea. 

SCHOO L TRIPS

�(�T�C�P�E�G

French students from Third Form and 
LE travelled to Boulogne-sur-Mer for an 
immersive three-day cultural experience. 
The trip was designed to build 
�F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J����
while giving students a taste of French 
daily life.

�7�K�H���“�U�V�W���G�D�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���D��
chocolate factory, where students 
observed the chocolate-making process 
and enjoyed some delicious samples. 

Day two saw students practising their 
French at the local market, where they 
bought ingredients for a picnic lunch, 
later enjoyed at the beach. A visit to a 
traditional boulangerie followed, giving 
students the chance to learn how French 
bread is made and to try baking their 
own. The day ended with French cuisine 
and a lively quiz.

�7�K�H���“�Q�D�O���G�D�\���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���D���Y�L�V�L�W���W�R���W�K�H��
Nausicaá Sea Life Centre, where 
students explored impressive marine 
�G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�H�D���O�L�R�Q�V�����M�H�O�O�\�“�V�K��
and sharks. 

The trip was both educational and 
enjoyable, leaving students with lasting 
�P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q��
using the language.
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�+�E�G�N�C�P�F��

Geography students went on an 
�X�Q�I�R�U�J�H�W�W�D�E�O�H���“�Y�H���G�D�\���W�U�L�S���W�R���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G����
Activities included crossing the symbolic 
Bridge between Continents, which 
�V�S�D�Q�V���D���W�H�F�W�R�Q�L�F���S�O�D�W�H���“�V�V�X�U�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O��
as seeing various waterfalls, including 
�W�K�H���P�D�J�Q�L�“�F�H�Q�W�����P�X�F�K���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�G��
Gullfoss waterfall. There was also a visit 
to the Secret Lagoon natural hot springs 
and Geysir, a spouting hot spring that 
gave its name to all the world’s geysers. 

Students explored Thingvellir National 
Park, which straddles the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge; the frozen glacier tongue of 
Solheimajokull, learning how to use basic 
ice equipment, crampons and ice axes; 
and the black volcanic beach of Reynisfjara. 

At Raufarholshellir, one of the largest and 
longest caves in Iceland, students saw 
the inner workings of a lava tube. They 
went on a fascinating guided tour of 
Hellisheidi Geothermal PowerStation, as 
well as a multisensory virtual experience 
called FlyOver Iceland.

All in all, it was an incredibly enriching, 
educational and enjoyable trip for 
students and staff alike. 

�+�V�C�N�[

The Food and Nutrition Department 
took students on a hugely enjoyable 
gastronomic trip to Naples in Italy. 
Students went on fascinating tours 
of working factories where they saw 
for themselves how pasta and olive 
oil is made. They also visited working 
farms and saw how products are made 
full cycle, with a buffalo farm being a 
highlight for many. Students enjoyed 
seeing how the buffalo live on the 
farm, how well they are looked after 
and how they are milked. They then 
learned how the milk is turned into 
mozzarella and how to make many 
other products from milk such as 
gelato and chocolate spread. 

In between all the food-related activities, 
there was a trip to Pompeii as well as to 
the Museo Archeologico di Paestum, 
which were both very interesting. 
Students also had time to explore 
Sorrento, renowned for its wonderful 
lemons, which have been prized for 
�F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H���t�D�Y�R�X�U���D�Q�G��
health-giving properties.

All in all, it was a fantastic and thoroughly 
enjoyable trip, with students gaining lots 
of inspiration and knowledge relevant to 
their studies. 
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�5�R�C�K�P��

Spanish A Level students enjoyed a 
cultural and linguistic immersion trip to 
Valencia. The visit began with exploring 
the city’s historic centre, including a stop 
at the renowned Horchatería de Santa 
Catalina to sample traditional horchata 
and churros.

Students interviewed local residents 
on topics such as regional food 
preferences—sparking lively debates 
about tortilla and paella. They also 
visited the Museo de Bellas Artes to 
deepen their understanding of religious 
themes in Spanish art, linking closely 
to their A level studies. The itinerary 
included a beach day with traditional 
paella, morning Spanish lessons and 
�D�Q���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���t�D�P�H�Q�F�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
that enriched students' appreciation for 
Spanish music and storytelling. There 
was also a chance to take part in a lively 
bachata dance class and explore key 
landmarks such as the Central Market, 
Valencia’s railway station and the City of 
Arts and Sciences.

The trip offered a rich blend of academic 
learning and cultural experience, leaving 
students with lasting memories and 
a deeper connection to the Spanish 
language and culture.

�0�Q�T�H�Q�N�M���$�T�Q�C�F�U��

Students from UF to DG embarked on an 
unforgettable sailing expedition on the 
�1�R�U�I�R�O�N���%�U�R�D�G�V�����)�R�U���“�Y�H���G�D�\�V�����W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S��
swapped classrooms for cabins, wind 
power and wide skies, diving into a week 
of learning, teamwork and adventure. 

With its rich bird life, ancient churchyards 
and historic monuments, the Norfolk 
Broads provided the perfect setting 
for this experience. Students learned 
to navigate, cook their own meals and 
keep their boats shipshape – all while 
exploring the area and, of course, 
learning to sail. Nights were spent 
moored in marinas, with staff staying on a 
nearby cruiser.  

Highlights included exploring nature 
reserves, spotting wildlife and a pirate-
themed ‘Buccaneer’ game on the very 
lake where Admiral Nelson learned 
to sail! The trip ended with a visit to 
a seal colony on the North Sea coast. 
The expedition was a valuable and 
memorable experience, offering a rare 
chance to disconnect from modern 
distractions and connect with nature and 
each other.
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�/�C�K�P�G���$���C�V���V�J�G��
�/�W�U�G�W�O
‘Does anyone know who Maine was?’ 
This was the question posed to Maine 
B students visiting the museum to 
explore their house’s namesake.

�7�K�H�\���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�Q�L�“�F�H�Q�W��
brain’ of Sir Henry James Sumner 
�0�D�L�Q�H�������������J�������������&�+�����������J������������
and leafed through Ancient Law, his 
acclaimed book. They also handled 
a Thompson Classics medal, which 
Maine won in 1840 while at CH. 
Also on display were house photos 
�G�D�W�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�R�������������D�Q�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���R�I��
Maine B students who bravely fought 
in both World Wars. Students were 
�L�Q�W�U�L�J�X�H�G���E�\���S�D�J�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H������������
Maine B Punishment Book, recording 
offences such as ‘stealing house 
biscuits’ and ‘trying to return another 
boy’s book as his own’.

M USEUM
�*�G�T�V�H�Q�T�F���C�P�F���*�Q�T�U�J�C�O�����E�G�N�G�D�T�C�V�K�P�I��
�������[�G�C�T�U
�2�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�M�V���'�D�\���L�Q�����������������������J�L�U�O�V���D�Q�G��
�����2�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�M�V���'�D�\���L�Q�����������������������J�L�U�O�V��
and 640 boys started term together at CH 
Horsham. HRH The Duke of Gloucester 
unveiled a commemorative plaque above 
the Foundation Stone on Dining Hall, 
�P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�M�V���“�U�V�W���F�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
year. Girls adapted to life at Horsham: a 
new uniform, a three-term year, the title 
Senior Grecian instead of Head Girl, mixed 
classes and dining. The composition of 
choirs and bands changed permanently. 
By 2008, gender numbers reached parity.

To mark this anniversary, the museum 
has conserved and reframed an 
�H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�H�G���7�K�H���.�L�Q�J�M�V���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O���W�H�[�W�L�O�H��

�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���L�Q�������������E�\���0�L�V�V���+�����:�����&�R�R�N�V�R�Q����
Ward 2 Mistress at CH Hertford, with 
student help. It commemorates CH’s 
400th anniversary and will be displayed 
in the Hertford Centre.

�6�J�G���-�K�P�I�o�U���C�T�T�K�X�C�N
�$�S�U�L�O���V�D�Z���W�K�H���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O���R�I���D���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W��
painting: Edward VI (1537–1553) Circle of 
Guillem (William) Scrots and part of the 
school’s collection. The portrait has been in 
CH’s possession for over 250 years, gifted 
�L�Q�������������E�\���F�O�H�U�J�\�P�D�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U���'�U��
Richard Rawlinson. His father, Sir Thomas 
Rawlinson, was Lord Mayor of London from 
�����������W�R������������

The portrait, formerly displayed in the 
Court Room, London and later the 
Counting House, Horsham, has been 
carefully moved to the Museum. It shows 
our founder in ornate white and gold 
brocade, a red fur-trimmed robe and a 
black Tudor cap.

�4�C�K�N�U�����U�V�G�C�O���C�P�F���V�T�C�K�P�U
�$�V���W�K�H���8�.���P�D�U�N�V�����������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���U�D�L�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O�����&�+���L�V��
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J���L�W�V���R�Z�Q�����������\�H�D�U���U�D�L�O�Z�D�\���K�L�V�W�R�U�\����
�$���O�R�F�D�O���5�D�L�O���������S�U�R�M�H�F�W���“�O�P�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���R�I��
CH station on the Arun Valley Line. Titled 
�%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���5�D�L�O�V�����W�K�H���“�O�P���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V���&�+���D�V��
a destination. Laura and Dep student Oliver 
�Z�H�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���“�O�P���D�Q�G���S�R�G�F�D�V�W����
www.whistlestoparts.org/arunvalley.

Following this, the CH Model Railway Club 
was invited to a screening of Tracing the Rails, a documentary exploring Sussex’s lost 
railway lines. The producers plan to include CH rail history in future episodes.

�2�O�G���V�L�J�Q���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\���2�O�G���%�O�X�H

CH Museum is open to visitors Tuesday and Thursday 10am-4pm 
�(�����F�K�P�X�V�H�X�P�#�F�K�U�L�V�W�V���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���R�U�J���X�N���X���7�������������������������������X���Z�Z�Z���F�K�U�L�V�W�V���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���R�U�J���X�N



OUTLOOK
�0�C�V�K�Q�P�C�N���2�Q�G�V�T�[���&�C�[������������

�5�G�E�Q�P�F���(�Q�T�O���%�N�C�U�U�K�E�U���C�P�F��
�'�P�I�N�K�U�J���%�C�T�Q�N�K�P�G���.�C�Y�T�G�P�E�G��
�2�T�Q�L�G�E�V������������

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�M�V���W�K�H�P�H���Z�D�V���L�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�M���D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�H�F�R�Q�G���)�R�U�P���Z�D�V���W�D�V�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���D���9�L�O�O�D�Q�H�O�O�H�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���S�R�H�W�U�\���Z�L�W�K���D���V�S�H�F�L�“�F��
�Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���O�L�Q�H�V�����U�K�\�P�H���V�F�K�H�P�H���D�Q�G���U�H�I�U�D�L�Q�V�����7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U���D�Q�G���W�Z�R���K�L�J�K�O�\���F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���H�Q�W�U�L�H�V���F�K�R�V�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���M�X�G�J�H�V�����������b

�*�K�I�J�N�[���E�Q�O�O�G�P�F�G�F����
�.�G�4�Q�[���K�P���/�K�F���#��
�'�D�\���D�V���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�W�b

�5�L�V�H���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����J�H�W���R�X�W���R�I���E�H�G���b
�*�R�R�G���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����0�U���7�X�U�Q�H�U�����W�K�H���“�U�V�W���Z�R�U�G�V���\�R�X�M�Y�H���V�D�L�G���b
�6�R�P�H���G�D�\�V���D�V���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�W�����H�D�U�O�\���D�Q�G���D�K�H�D�G���b

�*�H�W���U�R�E�E�H�G���D�W���J�X�Q�S�R�L�Q�W�����F�K�L�S�S�H�G���D���S�H�Q�F�L�O���O�H�D�G���b
�6�D�P�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���U�H�S�H�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���\�R�X�U���K�H�D�G���b
�5�L�V�H���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����J�H�W���R�X�W���R�I���E�H�G���b

�6�K�R�X�W�H�G���D�W���E�\���\�R�X�U���E�R�V�V�"�b
�)�D�F�H���W�X�U�Q�H�G���U�H�G���b
�6�R�P�H���G�D�\�V���D�V���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�W�����H�D�U�O�\���D�Q�G���D�K�H�D�G���b

�3�R�O�L�F�H���W�X�U�Q�H�G���X�S���b
�5�R�E�E�H�U���V�K�R�W���L�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�"���b
�5�L�V�H���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����J�H�W���R�X�W���R�I���E�H�G���b

�+�R�W���F�R�I�I�H�H���R�Q���W�K�H���N�H�\�E�R�D�U�G���b
���+�R�W���F�K�R�F�R�O�D�W�H���Q�H�[�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G�����b
�6�R�P�H���G�D�\�V���D�V���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�W�����H�D�U�O�\���D�Q�G���D�K�H�D�G���b

�)�L�Q�D�O�O�\���R�Y�H�U�����G�U�L�Y�H���K�R�P�H�����S�L�O�O�R�Z���W�R���K�H�D�G�Y�b
�7�K�H�U�H���J�R�H�V���W�K�H���D�O�D�U�P���D�J�D�L�Q���b
�5�L�V�H���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����J�H�W���R�X�W���R�I���E�H�G���b
�6�R�P�H���G�D�\�V���D�V���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�W�����Z�L�V�K�H�G���,���Z�D�V���G�H�D�G���b

�6�J�G���Y�K�P�P�K�P�I���G�P�V�T�[���Y�C�U���Y�T�K�V�V�G�P���D�[��
�#�W�T�Q�T�C���K�P���%�Q�N���#��
�:�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���O�L�I�H���\�R�X�M�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�b

�:�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���O�L�I�H���\�R�X�M�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�b
�$�Q�G���X�S�R�Q���\�R�X���D���Z�D�Y�H���F�U�D�V�K�H�V���G�R�Z�Q���b
�,���Z�L�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���b

�$�V���\�R�X�M�U�H���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���E�O�X�H�b
�$�Q�G���\�R�X�M�U�H���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D���I�U�R�Z�Q���b
�:�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���O�L�I�H���\�R�X�M�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���b

�$�Q�G���\�R�X���F�D�Q�M�W���D�Q�\�P�R�U�H���S�R�Z�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�b
�<�R�X�U���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���P�R�W�R�U���K�D�V���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���U�R�X�Q�G���b
�,���Z�L�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���b

�2�K�����\�R�X���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���P�R�Y�H�b
�<�R�X���F�D�Q�M�W���K�D�X�O���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�G���b
�:�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���O�L�I�H���\�R�X�M�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���b

�7�K�L�Q�J�V���I�H�H�O���X�Q�W�U�X�H���b
�:�K�H�Q���L�I���\�R�X�U���Z�R�H�V���\�R�X���G�U�R�Z�Q���b
�,���Z�L�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���b

�:�K�H�Q���\�R�X�M�Y�H���K�D�G���\�R�X�U���G�X�H�b
�7�K�H���E�O�R�Z�V���R�I���O�L�I�H���S�R�X�Q�G�b
�:�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���O�L�I�H���\�R�X�M�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�b
�,���Z�L�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���b

�*�K�I�J�N�[���E�Q�O�O�G�P�F�G�F����
�#�T�V�J�W�T���K�P���/�K�F���$��
�&�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���b
�)�R�O�O�R�Z���P�\���D�G�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�W���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���b
�&�K�H�U�L�V�K���\�R�X�U���J�L�I�W�V���L�I���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���K�D�S�S�\���b

�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���V�H�H���J�U�H�H�G�M�V���S�O�H�D���b
�1�H�Y�H�U���V�W�R�S���F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���E�X�W���F�R�X�Q�W���Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���b
�&�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���b

�)�L�Q�L�V�K���E�H�J�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���*�R�G�M�V���J�L�I�W�V���b
�,�I���\�R�X���H�Y�H�U���U�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���W�R�S�����J�L�Y�H���E�D�F�N���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���J�R�W���b
�&�K�H�U�L�V�K���\�R�X�U���J�L�I�W�V���L�I���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���K�D�S�S�\���b

�6�W�D�U�W���Q�H�Z���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W���W�R���F�R�X�Q�W���b
�&�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�W���W�K�H���O�R�W���b
�&�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���b

�:�K�R�H�Y�H�U���L�V���J�U�D�W�H�I�X�O���Z�L�O�O���G�H�F�L�G�H���Z�K�R���L�V���K�D�S�S�\���b
�,�I���\�R�X���F�D�Q�M�W���F�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V�����D�V�N���I�R�U���*�R�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���b
�&�K�H�U�L�V�K���\�R�X�U���J�L�I�W�V���L�I���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���K�D�S�S�\���b

�,���D�V�N���\�R�X���W�R���N�H�H�S���F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�L�O���W�K�H���G�D�\���\�R�X���G�L�H���b
�,�I���\�R�X���G�R���W�K�L�V�����\�R�X�U���U�H�Z�D�U�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�V���V�Z�H�H�W���D�V���S�L�H���b
�&�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\���b
�&�K�H�U�L�V�K���\�R�X�U���J�L�I�W�V���L�I���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���K�D�S�S�\���b

The project this year was similar to previous years: to write a 
story with a hero journeying to the Underworld. The author, 
Caroline Lawrence, visited CH to launch the project to the 
Second Form, and classics and English teachers taught each 
set a Greek myth and the ingredients needed for a narrative 
response. Then it was over to the Second Form to produce their 
entries. Each set winner received a prize from Caroline and the 
�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U���Z�L�Q�V���D���I�H�Z���H�[�W�U�D���W�L�W�O�H�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���E�\���K�H�U�������b

�#�H�V�G�T���O�W�E�J���F�G�N�K�D�G�T�C�V�K�Q�P�����%�C�T�Q�N�K�P�G�o�U��
�Y�K�P�P�G�T���Y�C�U���#�[�F�K�P���K�P���/�C�K�P�G���$��
Once upon a time in Ancient Greece, there lived a brave boy 
named Sole. He lived in a humble village by the Aegean Sea, 
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�7�(���5�J�Q�T�V���5�V�Q�T�[���%�Q�O�R�G�V�K�V�K�Q�P������������

�“�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���R�O�L�Y�H���W�U�H�H�V���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K���V�X�Q�t�R�Z�H�U�V�����6�R�O�H���D�G�R�U�H�G���K�L�V��
mother, Eleni, who was known for her kindness and story-telling. 
One fateful morning, as Sole rushed home from the market, he 
found his mother lying still, an eerie shadow clouding her face. 
The village healer, an old woman with wise eyes, declared that 
Eleni had been cursed by a jealous goddess who had wandered 
through their village.  

�'�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H���W�R���V�D�Y�H���K�H�U�����6�R�O�H���Z�D�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���“�Q�G���D���F�X�U�H�����$�I�W�H�U��
many sleepless nights and whispered prayers, he learned of an 
ancient remedy hidden deep in the Underworld – the realm of 
�V�K�D�G�R�Z�V�����U�X�O�H�G���E�\���+�D�G�H�V�����/�H�J�H�Q�G�V���V�S�R�N�H���R�I���D���t�R�Z�H�U�����W�K�H���(�O�\�V�L�D�Q��
�%�O�R�R�P�����W�K�D�W���J�U�H�Z���R�Q�O�\���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���5�L�Y�H�U���6�W�\�[�����D���t�R�Z�H�U���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G��
break any curse. Despite fear gripping his heart, Sole knew he 
had to embark on a perilous journey into the land of the dead.  

�:�L�W�K���D���V�P�D�O�O���V�D�W�F�K�H�O���“�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���E�U�H�D�G���D�Q�G���Z�D�W�H�U�����K�H���V�H�W���R�I�I��
at dawn, the sun casting golden rays over the land. As he 
approached the entrance to the Underworld, a gaping chasm 
surrounded by dark clouds and ravenous whispers, he took 
a deep breath. He stepped inside, greeted by the chill of the 
�U�H�D�O�P���E�H�\�R�Q�G���b

�:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�G�H�U�Z�R�U�O�G�����V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���G�D�Q�F�H�G���D�Q�G���V�S�L�U�L�W�V���t�R�D�W�H�G����
�3�D�V�W���K�L�P�����W�K�H�L�U���I�D�F�H�V���“�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�R�U�U�R�Z�����6�R�O�H���N�H�S�W���K�L�V���K�H�D�G���K�L�J�K��
and pressed forward. Soon he met Charon, the stern boatman 
of the Styx, who would only allow him passage if he could pay 

the toll. With trembling hands, Sole offered the only coin he had 
– his mother’s cherished bracelet, a token of her love. Charon, 
moved by the boy’s bravery, accepted it and ferried him across
�W�K�H���G�D�U�N���Z�D�W�H�U�V���b

On the other side, Sole emerged in a dimly lit meadow where 
the Elysian Bloom was said to grow. A soft glow lit up the 
showers, casting a serene light in the dark world. He hurried 
�W�R���“�Q�G���W�K�H���U�D�U�H���E�O�R�R�P�����K�L�V���K�H�D�U�W���U�D�F�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�R�S�H�����%�X�W���V�R�R�Q�����K�H��
realised he was not alone. The jealous goddess who cursed 
his mother, Sekhmet, appeared before him in a whirlwind of 
�V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���G�D�U�N���I�X�U�\���b

‘Why do you trespass in my domain, little boy?’ she hissed, eyes 
�E�O�D�]�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H���F�R�D�O�V���b�b

‘My mother is cursed,’ Sole replied boldly, ‘and I have come to 
�“�Q�G���W�K�H���(�O�\�V�L�D�Q���%�O�R�R�P���W�R���V�D�Y�H���K�H�U���M�b

Sekhmet laughed, her voice echoing through the hollow halls. 
‘You think you can defy me? Do you not know that many have 
�W�U�L�H�G���D�Q�G���I�D�L�O�H�G�"�M�b

But Sole, determined and brave, stood his ground. ‘I will not 
return home without the bloom. My mother deserves hope and 
�O�R�Y�H�����Q�R�W���G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V���M�b

�,�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���E�\���K�L�V���E�U�D�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���V�S�L�U�L�W�����6�H�N�K�P�H�W���V�D�Z���L�Q���K�L�P���D���t�L�F�N�H�U��
of light that could pierce the shadows. ‘Very well,’ she said, her 
�Y�R�L�F�H���Q�R�Z���V�R�I�W�H�U���E�X�W���“�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�����L�<�R�X���P�D�\���W�D�N�H���W�K�H��
Elysian Bloom but only if you promise to spread kindness and 
bravery in the world above.’  

Without hesitation, Sole agreed, understanding that courage 
�D�Q�G���N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�U�H�Y�D�L�O�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�H�O�L�F�D�W�H���t�R�Z�H�U���L�Q��
hand, he made his way back to Charon who transported him 
�D�F�U�R�V�V���6�W�\�[���R�Q�F�H���P�R�U�H���b

Finally emerging from the darkness, he rushed home to 
�K�L�V���P�R�W�K�H�U�����$�V���K�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���t�R�Z�H�U���L�Q���K�H�U���K�D�Q�G�V�����L�W�V���S�H�W�D�O�V��
shimmered and glowed. Slowly, Eleni’s colour returned and the 
�F�X�U�V�H���I�D�G�H�G���D�Z�D�\�����(�P�E�U�D�F�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���“�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���D�L�U����
�G�U�R�Z�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�W���Z�K�L�V�S�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���b

Sole had conquered the Underworld, not just to save his mother 
but to guard the light of kindness in his heart. From that day 
forth, their village thrived in hope and warmth, proving that 
even in the darkest of places, love and bravery could ignite the 
�E�U�L�J�K�W�H�V�W���R�I���O�L�J�K�W�V���b

The 2024 competition used Postcards by Annie Proulx as inspiration. The central character, Loyal Blood, is on the run in America and 
�V�H�Q�G�V���S�R�V�W�F�D�U�G�V���K�R�P�H�����8�)���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���D�Q���H�S�L�V�R�G�H���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P���/�R�\�D�O���%�O�R�R�G�M�V���V�W�R�U�\���b

�7�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���W�Z�R���L�K�L�J�K�O�\���F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G�M���H�Q�W�U�L�H�V���F�K�R�V�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���M�X�G�J�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U���b

�6�J�G���Y�K�P�P�G�T���Y�C�U���#�N�K�E�G���K�P���%�Q�N���#
�*�O�D�V�V�b

Had he not been picked up from the side of the road that night, 
Loyal would’ve frozen half to death, torn denim exposing his 
kneecaps, frayed wool barely covering his broad shoulders. 
It was colder in November than he had remembered, though 
each winter felt closer and closer together as time went on…

�L�:�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���K�H�D�G�H�G�"�M�b�b

One solemn look up was enough for the driver to see that he 
�Z�D�V���K�H�D�G�H�G���Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H�����1�R�Z�K�H�U�H���D�W���D�O�O���b

For three quarters of an hour, the pickup truck rattled down 
a long dirt road. For Loyal, most of it was spent staring at the 

gravel outside, averting his gaze from the girls in the back. One 
wore a pendant that reminded him of better days. It brought a 
�K�R�O�O�R�Z���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���W�R���K�L�V���V�W�R�P�D�F�K���b

A 'Mr Warren McCoy’ showed him to the spare room: one lumpy 
mattress, made up by his wife, Betty; one bare, wobbly, wooden 
dresser; and one tiny window with a muddy ditch for a view.   

Still, it seemed good to Loyal, who had been prepared to sleep 
on the modest patch of grass off the side of the main road.  

They showed him how to muck the chicken coops, when to lay 
down the slop for the pigs. They taught him to cut, dry and stack 
�K�D�\���E�D�O�H�V���I�R�U���I�H�H�G�L�Q�J���b

By dim light one night, he was reading, when one of the girls 
�F�D�P�H���W�R���K�L�V���G�R�R�U���b

Caroline Lawrence book signing 
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�L�&�D�Q���\�R�X���K�H�O�S���P�H�����V�L�U�"�M�b

He handed her the glass of water. She had requested the 
frosted glass, with an orangey tint, in a manner that meant you 
�F�R�X�O�G���K�D�U�G�O�\���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H���b

She thanked him and slipped away to her sister. Her sister, with 
�W�K�H���S�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���b

That night Loyal dreamt of orange skies with clouds so thick you 
�F�R�X�O�G���K�D�U�G�O�\���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���S�D�V�W���W�K�H�P���b

Routine was soon established, Loyal enjoying the quiet 
�P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�V���W�R���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���V�S�H�Q�W���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���b�b�b

�:�K�H�Q���K�H���F�O�R�V�H�G���K�L�V���H�\�H�V�����K�H���V�D�Z���K�D�\���E�D�O�H�V���D�Q�G���Y�D�V�W���“�H�O�G�V��
�R�I���E�U�R�Z�Q���b

But in the evenings, after tidying the stables, was when he saw 
Warren, and Betty, and the two girls: They ate together, usually 
�L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���V�L�O�H�Q�F�H���b

But most importantly to him, the youngest girl, Ginny, would ask 
Loyal to make her a drink with her special glass that she couldn’t 
�T�X�L�W�H���U�H�D�F�K���b�b

Only occasionally would he see her sister, with the pendant that 
�V�R���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���K�L�P���R�I���%�L�O�O�\�M�V���b

�%�X�W���R�Q�H���Q�L�J�K�W�����K�L�V���Q�H�Z�I�R�X�Q�G���S�H�D�F�H���Z�D�V���G�L�V�U�X�S�W�H�G���b

He had had an awful day, with awful weather, awful jobs, 
�D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G���R�Q�O�\���Z�L�W�K���D�Z�I�X�O���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���Z�K�L�O�H���R�Q���W�K�H���U�D�Q�F�K���b

His composure was fraying, and at Ginny’s complaint at her 
favourite glass being dirty, he lost it. Lost it all, and threw the 
�W�K�L�Q�J���D�W���K�H�U�����D�Q���H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q���R�I���R�U�D�Q�J�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���K�H�U���I�U�H�F�N�O�H�G���I�D�F�H���b

Ginny wailed, a monstrous bellow, and his heart fell once his 
�E�U�D�L�Q���F�D�X�J�K�W���X�S���D�Q�G���U�H�D�O�L�V�H�G���Z�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���G�R�Q�H���b

Tears mixed with the colour of red as they streamed down her 
�I�D�F�H�����K�R�U�U�R�U���t�X�V�K�L�Q�J���/�R�\�D�O�M�V���F�K�H�H�N�V���b

He reached out to hold her but it was too late, she fell into her 
�I�D�W�K�H�U�M�V���D�U�P�V�����Z�K�R���K�D�G���U�X�V�K�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���b

�/�R�\�D�O���Z�D�V���W�K�U�X�V�W���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H�����F�R�D�W���L�Q���K�D�Q�G�����K�H�D�U�W���L�Q���P�R�X�W�K���b

That night, he slept on the modest patch of grass off the side of 
�W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���U�R�D�G�����%�X�W���K�H���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���G�U�H�D�P�W���R�I���S�U�H�W�W�\���F�O�R�X�G�V���b

He dreamt of pendants exploding across Billy’s face, sealing her 
�I�D�W�H�����V�H�D�O�L�Q�J���K�L�V���b

�*�K�I�J�N�[���E�Q�O�O�G�P�F�G�F����
�5�G�N�K�P�C���K�P���$�C�T�P�G�U���#��
�'�H�D�U���0�D���D�Q�G���3�D�b

Life in Chicago has been quiet and calm so far. We haven’t really 
explored the village because we never had the chance to but 
we are going to today. Might even go to bar to get drinks and 
have fun. How’s the farm?, how’s Marnell,? what about Dub? Is 
�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���J�R�R�G���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H�U�H�"���b

With the sun hanging low, casting long shadows over Chicago’s 
�E�X�V�W�O�L�Q�J���V�W�U�H�H�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V�����/�R�\�D�O���%�O�R�R�G���I�H�O�W���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�M�V���K�H�D�U�W�E�H�D�W��
quicken beneath his feet. Wearing a leather trench coat, from 
the money he made in cattle farming, its fur whispering tales of 
the past. He made his way through a rich curtain of life, where 
the vibrant colours of street vendors’ fruit displays clashed 
beautifully against the silent colours of brick and stone.   

He stumbled upon a glittering bar nestled in the heart of 
Arlington Heights village, half-hidden behind a heavy, velvety 
�F�X�U�W�D�L�Q�����7�K�H���P�X�I�t�H�G���V�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���M�D�]�]���V�S�L�O�O�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�U�D�F�N�V����
inviting him inside. Once he went inside, laughter mingled 
with the rhythms of music while girls twirled around in their 
�V�L�O�N���G�U�H�V�V�H�V�����W�K�H�L�U���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O���D�V���G�R�Y�H�V���L�Q���t�L�J�K�W����

Compelled by an unexplainable force, Loyal pushed through 
the door.   

Enveloped in cigarette smoke and the intoxicating scent of 
�I�R�U�E�L�G�G�H�Q���V�S�L�U�L�W�V�����K�H���P�H�W���D���P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q���Z�K�R�V�H���“�Q�J�H�U�V���G�D�Q�F�H�G��
across the keys of a polished piano, his face glowing with 
emotion. Every word he shared illuminated the echoing dreams 
and sorrows of a generation battered by war but yearning for 
a better and brighter future. Loyal’s heart raced; this was an 
escape, a different world, a symphony which he chose to lose 
himself to in the process.   

Later that night, he found himself deep in conversation with 
�D���“�H�U�F�H���H�\�H�G���Z�R�P�D�Q���Q�D�P�H�G���-�R�D�Q�Q���&�O�D�U�D�����+�H�U���O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���Z�D�V��
infectious, her stories of adventure seemed to intrigue Loyal 
more and more as it went on, as it spoke of life. They exchanged 
their dreams, their aspirations over their cocktails in delicate 
glasses. As the ice moved around in the glass marking the 
�V�W�D�U�W���R�I���D���E�X�G�G�L�Q�J���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�����/�R�\�D�O���V�D�W���D�W���W�K�H���E�D�U�����K�L�V���“�Q�J�H�U�V��
curling around his glass as Joann-Clara chatted lightly, her 
voice calm and easy. He wanted to enjoy the moment, but the 
weight on his chest was unbearable. ‘Focus’ he said in his head. 
But he couldn’t. Her laughter, her warmth—was just too much. 
Suddenly, his breath hitched. His chest tightened. His vision 
blurred. ‘No, not now’ he whispered thinking to himself. He 
gripped the bar counter, his heart was pounding, the room was 
spinning. He couldn’t breathe, couldn’t think.

‘Loyal?’ Joann-Clara’s voice cut through his panic attack. She 
came right beside him now, her hand was on his arm, her touch 
�Z�D�V���J�H�Q�W�O�H���E�X�W���“�U�P�����L�/�R�R�N���D�W���P�H���S�O�H�D�V�H���M��

He tried, but the bar was starting to close in on him. ‘Breathe 
�Z�L�W�K���P�H�����R�N�D�\�"���,�Q���������R�X�W���������M�X�V�W���O�L�N�H���W�K�D�W���M���6�K�H���V�S�R�N�H���V�O�R�Z�����“�U�P����
her presence calming against the chaos going on in his mind. 
Slowly, his heartbeat started to steady. His hands stopped 
trembling. He took a deep breath, meeting her eyes.   

‘Thank you’.  

�*�K�I�J�N�[���E�Q�O�O�G�P�F�G�F����
�6�J�Q�T���K�P���.�C�O�D���#��
Hooves thundered across the desert road, kicking up gusts of 
ochre dust. The horse slowly began to come to a steady stop, 
where a desolate and lonesome building squatted. A thick fog 
�R�I���G�H�F�D�\���K�X�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���L�W���b

�7�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���V�H�H�P�H�G���M�X�V�W���D�V���“�W�W�L�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H���F�K�R�N�L�Q�J�O�\���G�U�\��
shrubbery and powdered orange boulders, the only things that 
�K�D�G���E�U�R�N�H�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�“�Q�L�W�H���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�S�D�Q���R�I���/�R�\�D�O�M�V���P�H�P�R�U�\����
Long wooden logs lay stacked on top of each other, parallel 
�W�R���W�K�H���t�R�R�U�����X�Q�W�L�O���D�Q���D�Q�J�O�H�G���U�R�R�I���F�X�W���W�K�H�P���R�I�I�����$���T�X�D�L�Q�W���V�L�Q�J�O�H��
pane window embedded itself within the wall of logs, with 
blossom curtains neatly creased behind. A forgettably average 
sized man with forgettably average clothes lifted a stirrup from 
the horse’s side and dragged it over the saddle to the other 
side, before he stepped backwards, his boot-soles meeting 
�W�K�H���E�D�U�U�H�Q�����V�X�Q���V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���t�R�R�U�����/�R�\�D�O���%�O�R�R�G���S�U�H�V�V�H�G���K�L�V���R�S�H�Q��
palm against the bulbous brass door handle, jutting out from 
the weathered wooden door like a wart on a hag’s nose, and, 
�Z�U�D�S�S�L�Q�J���K�L�V���“�Q�J�H�U�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�W���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H�V���R�I���K�L�V���N�Q�X�F�N�O�H�V��
penetrated his skin, scraped and stretched over his shrivelled 
up, dehydrated frame like cow-hide ready to be made into 
parchment, and twisted.   

The Sheriff’s eyes were milky as pearls, his gaze held on the 
stale, suffocating air between his and Loyal’s eyes. He lay over 
his desk, one arm tucked uncomfortably under his chest, his 
hair plastered to his precipitating forehead like a salt-pickled 
sailor at sea, and mouth agape. He seemed to have been held 
in that same ungodly contortion for over a day, by the hand of 
death Loyal remarked. The only desk in the one-room building 
was occupied by the corpse, and the four rectangular walls 



had had their shelves and cupboards ransacked and left in an 
untidy mess. Loyal was smart enough to know he was no genius, 
and the telltale scene was a coroner’s delight. The sheriff had 
been killed, and the building looted. Not wanting any ill-fated 
business to come to his front door, Loyal turned on his heel, 
pushed the door open, pulled himself onto his horse’s saddle, 
�D�Q�G���U�R�G�H���R�I�I���W�K�H���Z�D�\���K�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���K�H�D�G�L�Q�J���b

Miles had passed, shadows been elongated, and Loyal’s eyes 
grew heavy, when he spotted the tops of buildings ahead in 
the distance. He made his way there, holding the same pace, 
until the settlement came into view. A hamlet at best, two 
beaten streets were clumsily planted among the scrawny nest of 
porched bungalows. No farm or marketplace fed the possible 
residents, and Loyal hadn’t passed a stream or lake since having 
to re-set his watch. As the horse made its way to the middle 
of the road, a crossed sign labelled the path led to another 
(possibly inhabited) town, named ‘Oak Pass’. Loyal passed 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���G�X�O�O���K�D�P�O�H�W���D�Q�G���U�R�G�H���D�K�H�D�G���L�Q�W�R���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���b�b

The Sherrif’s gaze was milky as pearls. The younger boy’s eyes 
were scarred with crimson streaks, like a cracked porcelain 
�E�R�Z�O���U�H�Y�H�D�O�L�Q�J���D���U�H�G���t�H�V�K���E�H�O�R�Z�����/�R�\�D�O���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���V�K�R�W���D�E�R�Y�H��
his right kneecap, the bullet seemingly embedding itself inside 
Loyal’s thigh before reaching any bone. He was suppressing 
soothing groans and accelerated breaths to keep the Mexican’s 
head turned on the dull green money he had pulled out of 
the sheriff’s desk-drawer. He had just shaken the hand of the 
�6�K�H�U�U�L�I�����E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���G�R�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I�“�F�H���K�D�G���E�X�U�V�W��
open and the Mexican shot the two. The Sherrif had died, his 
eyes fell on the air between himself and the walls, but Loyal was 
playing dead. The Mexican was a short man, wearing durable 
clothes and a mask tied around his mouth and nose. His beaten 
�M�D�F�N�H�W���K�D�G���D���0�H�[�L�F�D�Q���t�D�J���H�P�E�U�R�L�G�H�U�\�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K��
words. Loyal had fallen when he was shot, which disguised the 

non-lethal wound that the Mexican hadn’t noticed. After the 
Mexican had traced each and every cupboard, drawer, shelf 
�D�Q�G���G�H�V�N���L�Q���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���R�I�“�F�H�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H�Q�M�W���P�D�Q�\�������K�H���O�H�I�W�����/�R�\�D�O��
�Z�D�L�W�H�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���“�Y�H���P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�����W�K�H�Q���V�W�R�R�G���X�S�����+�H���E�D�Q�G�D�J�H�G���K�L�V��
leg with a scrap of rag-cloth hung up by the coats- upon closer 
inspection, the bullet had only grazed the inside of his thigh, 
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D���Z�H�H�N�M�V���U�H�V�W���F�R�X�O�G�Q�M�W���“�[�����D�Q�G���V�W�H�S�S�H�G���R�X�W�V�L�G�H�����7�K�H��
�K�R�U�V�H���/�R�\�D�O���K�D�G���U�L�G�G�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U���R�I�“�F�H���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���K�L�W�F�K�H�G��
�X�S���W�R���D���S�R�V�W�����W�K�H���t�H�H�L�Q�J���U�R�E�E�H�U���K�D�G���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H���V�K�H�U�L�I�I�M�V���F�D�U����
so he laboriously clambered on top of the feeble horse, and 
gathered the reins. Loyal Blood had only ridden for a handful 
�R�I���P�L�O�H�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���R�I�“�F�H�����E�X�W���K�H���K�D�G���F�K�D�Q�F�H�G���X�S�R�Q���K�L�V���“�U�V�W��
town of New Mexico. A rusted oval display of petrol and diesel 
prices leant high up over the road he had been following, 
intimidating Loyal with the feeling of being crushed beneath 
it should it topple over. The pumps behind the rusty sign were 
�M�X�V�W���D�V���G�L�O�D�S�L�G�D�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���t�D�W���U�R�R�Y�H�G���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���K�D�G��
wooden planks boarded up against the front door. From  this 
point along the road, Loyal could see the tops of other building 
through the hazy orange atmosphere, beyond the dried shrubs 
and crumbling boulders. On the horizon lay a larger boulder, 
like a mountain with the uppermost tip sliced off, parallel to the 
wavering horizon-line. As he carried on forwards, with all the 
rocks and shrubbery and roadkill he passed, the large boulder 
on the horizon stayed the same size and distance away, a 
constant reminder of the impossible redemption he tries to 
reach. The building tops had start to come clearer, and soon, 
�/�R�\�D�O���K�D�G���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���D���W�R�Z�Q���R�I���W�Z�R���t�R�R�U���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�S�V�����7�K�H�U�H��
were only two streets in the small hamlet. On the second street 
Loyal trotted down, an old man sat on a rocking chair on the 
front porch of his boxy wooden house. A shotgun was cradled 
in his arms. Loyal snapped his neck back forwards, and didn’t 
hasten to leave the eerie town. 

The 2025 Poetry in Translation event was one of the best ever, 
with a wide range of talented students participating in the 
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�����7�K�H���“�H�O�G���R�I���H�Q�W�U�L�H�V���Z�D�V���K�X�J�H�O�\���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�����Z�L�W�K��
students translating from school languages, home languages 
and languages they have been learning for fun.    

In the junior competition the runners up were Shining and Ruby, 

but with a beautiful translation from Chinese called I 
Would Send You a Piece of Spring,���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U���Z�D�V���(�W�K�D�Q���b�b

In the intermediate competition, the runner up was 
Joana, translating from Lithuanian, but the winner, with 
a lovely translation from Russian of Winter Morning  by 
�3�X�V�K�N�L�Q�����Z�D�V���'�X�Q�\�D�������b

�2�Q�G�V�T�[���K�P���6�T�C�P�U�N�C�V�K�Q�P��

Poetry translation winners with judge
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The seniors were competing for the prestigious Christopher 
Nicholson Award for Poetry Translation. Our adjudicator 
this year was the ‘vibing polyglot’ Sophie Lau, who has the 
distinction of having a working knowledge of seven of the eight 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O�V���V�K�R�U�W�O�L�V�W���b�b

Highly commended prizes went to Freya, who had two entries 
�I�U�R�P���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O���V�K�R�U�W�O�L�V�W�����W�R���$�O�O�H�J�U�D����
translating from Haitian Creole into Jamaican patois; and to 
�(�O�G�H�Q���Z�K�R���Z�R�Q���D���Q�H�Z���S�U�L�]�H���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��

�I�R�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���“�U�V�W���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���L�Q�W�R��
�W�K�H�L�U���V�H�F�R�Q�G���b�5�X�Q�Q�H�U�V���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���(�O�L�����I�R�U���D��
visually inventive translation of a Spanish poem by Borges, and 
�/�R�L�V�����I�R�U���D���O�R�Y�H�O�\���U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���R�I���0�U�V���<�D�Q�M�V���I�D�Y�R�X�U�L�W�H���0�D�Q�G�D�U�L�Q���S�R�H�P���b�b

However, the winner of the Nicholson Prize 2025 was Ru 
for a stunning translation from Russian of a poem by Andrei 
Voznesensky. This was a quite brilliant piece of work which 
�V�\�Q�D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�t�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���W�R�Q�D�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���E�X�W��
also its visual look as Ru produced accompanying artwork.   

�;�G�C�T�o�U���G�P�F��
���$���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���-�R�U�J�H���/�X�L�V���%�R�U�J�H�V���b

�7�K�H���Z�D�\���L�W���Z�D�V�����D���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I 9·2R�����b

�,���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���E�D�F�N���L�Q���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�Q���G�D�\�V���b
�E�D�F�N���Z�K�H�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�D�V���N�L�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H���b�b
�7�K�H�\�M�G���V�D�\���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�H�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���P�H�D�Q�W���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\�M�G���V�D�\���b

�,���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���U�D�\�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�N�\�b
�O�R�V�W���W�R���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�D�N�L�Q�J�����H�P�S�W�\�����T�X�L�H�W���b�b
�O�L�N�H���D���E�O�H�D�N�����G�L�P���V�W�U�H�H�W���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���S�D�V�V�H�U�V�E�\���b

�,���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�H���P�L�O�N�M�V���V�W�H�D�P���Z�D�I�W�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�b�b
�W�K�H���W�L�J�K�W�O�\���S�D�F�N�H�G���V�W�D�O�O�V���D�V���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���F�D�P�H���V�O�R�Z�b
�O�L�N�H���F�D�U�V�����K�R�U�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�R�V�W���F�U�H�H�S�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�R�R���b

�$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���O�R�F�N�V���Z�K�L�F�K���J�X�D�U�G���V�H�F�U�H�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�b
�Z�K�L�V�S�H�U���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�Q�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���E�\�b
�O�R�Y�H�U�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H���D�W���O�D�V�W���b

�7�K�H�\���V�D�\���Z�H�M�U�H���G�H�V�W�L�Q�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���R�Q�H���J�U�H�D�W���O�R�Y�H���b
such a fate is sealed in the stars above.

�b�1�H�L�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F���G�H�W�D�L�O�b

�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���2�I���U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���D���W�K�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���D���W�Z�R���b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���1�R�U���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���H�P�S�W�\���P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���7�K�D�W���V�X�P�P�R�Q�V���D�Q���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H���G�H�V�F�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H�b

�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���D�U�L�V�H�V���b

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���D�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�b
�1�R�Q�H���F�D�Q���L�Q�t�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���S�O�D�W�H�D�X���R�I���W�K�L�V�b�b

�1�L�J�K�W���b
�2�X�U���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Z�D�L�W�b

�)�R�U���W�Z�H�O�Y�H�b
�,�U�U�H�Y�R�F�D�E�O�H�b
�'�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�b
�&�K�L�P�H�V���b

�7�K�H���W�U�X�H���F�D�X�V�H���L�V���b
�2�X�U���E�O�X�U�U�H�G���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�b

�H�Q�L�J�P�D���b�b
�7�K�H���D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�V���G�H�V�S�L�W�H�b

�V�X�F�K���L�Q�“�Q�L�W�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V���b
�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�L�G�H�V���L�Q���X�V���b

�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���:�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���G�U�R�S�V���L�Q���+�H�U�D�F�O�L�W�X�V�M���U�L�Y�H�U�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b���%�R�X�Q�G���W�R���D���6�L�V�\�S�K�H�D�Q���I�D�W�H���b



�:�L�Q�Q�H�U�������5�X�M�V���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���$�Q�G�U�H�L���9�R�V�Q�H�V�H�Q�V�N�\

�b�1�H�L�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F���G�H�W�D�L�O�b

�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���2�I���U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���D���W�K�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���D���W�Z�R��
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���1�R�U���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���H�P�S�W�\���P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�b

�7�K�D�W���V�X�P�P�R�Q�V���D�Q���L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H���G�H�V�F�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���D�U�L�V�H�V��
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H���D�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���1�R�Q�H���F�D�Q���L�Q�t�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���S�O�D�W�H�D�X���R�I���W�K�L�V�b�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���1�L�J�K�W��
�2�X�U���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Z�D�L�W�b

�)�R�U���W�Z�H�O�Y�H�b
�,�U�U�H�Y�R�F�D�E�O�H�b
�'�D�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�b
�&�K�L�P�H�V��

�7�K�H���W�U�X�H���F�D�X�V�H���L�V���b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���2�X�U���E�O�X�U�U�H�G���V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���H�Q�L�J�P�D��

�7�K�H���D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�V���G�H�V�S�L�W�H�b
�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b�b���V�X�F�K���L�Q�“�Q�L�W�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V��

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�L�G�H�V���L�Q���X�V��
�:�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���G�U�R�S�V���L�Q���+�H�U�D�F�O�L�W�X�V�M���U�L�Y�H�U�b

�b�b�b�b�b�b���%�R�X�Q�G���W�R���D���6�L�V�\�S�K�H�D�Q���I�D�W�H��
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CAREERS
�5�J�C�R�K�P�I���H�W�V�W�T�G�U�����E�C�T�G�G�T�U���R�T�Q�X�K�U�K�Q�P���C�V���%�J�T�K�U�V�o�U���*�Q�U�R�K�V�C�N����

At Christ’s Hospital, careers education is 
an integral part of school life, supporting 
students from an early stage through 
to life after school. The structured, 
progressive programme ensures every 
student is well-informed and has the 
�W�R�R�O�V�����L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���W�D�N�H��
their next steps, whether that’s university, 
an apprenticeship or employment.

�$���F�O�H�D�U���S�D�W�K�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���6�H�F�R�Q�G���)�R�U�P��
to GR

• �6�H�F�R�Q�G���D�Q�G���7�K�L�U�G���)�R�U�P�V���D�Q�G���/�(��
Careers education is delivered
through PSHE, Learning for Life and
tutorials. Third Form students also
receive a GCSE choices presentation
and group interviews.

• �8�)����Students attend careers teas
�D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���D���S�V�\�F�K�R�P�H�W�U�L�F���S�U�R�“�O�H
(My Future Choices) to guide future
planning.

• �*�(�����&�D�U�H�H�U���S�U�R�“�O�H�V���D�U�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���L�Q
tutorials, with optional talks and teas. 
Students attend a networking event, a
post-mock careers presentation (with
parents) and receive a one-to-one
interview with an external adviser.

• �'�*����Focus shifts to higher education
and apprenticeships. Students
join Unifrog, complete a higher
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�“�O�H�����D�W�W�H�Q�G���D���V�H�F�R�Q�G
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�H�Q�H�“�W���I�U�R�P
one-to-one consultancy and external
presentations.

• �*�5�� Continued access to consultancy
interviews, apprenticeship workshops
and interview preparation.

�*�K�I�J�N�K�I�J�V�U���C�P�F��
�C�E�J�K�G�X�G�O�G�P�V�U��

�&�D�U�H�H�U�V���7�H�D���K���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J

�2�Q���������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����2�O�G���%�O�X�H���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U��
Rosie Talbot came to deliver a talk and 
writing workshop to both our junior 
and senior students. Rosie explained to 
the students what it’s like to work as an 
author and how the publishing industry 
works. Our students then had a go at 
some creative writing in the style of 

Rosie’s young adult novels; the juniors 
creating their own ghost characters 
and the seniors ‘composting’ ideas to 
generate a story. 

�&�D�U�H�H�U�V���7�H�D���K���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J

Old Blue and Senior Mechanical 
Engineer at AtkinsRéalis, Robert Firmin, 
gave a talk about careers in engineering.

The event was aimed at senior students 
who may have gained a place on an 
undergraduate engineering degree 
course already or were interested in 
pursuing a career in engineering. Robert 
delivered a short talk on what his role 
and industry are like, followed by a 
Q&A session. The event was very well 
�D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���D�E�R�X�W���������V�H�Q�L�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
in attendance. 

�$�I�W�H�U���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���L�Q��������������
Robert went on to study Mechanical 
Engineering at the University of Bristol. 
His career as a mechanical engineer 
began at Arup, before moving to roles 
at Buro Happold, Daikin and Silcock 
�'�D�Z�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���b�5�R�E�H�U�W���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\��
Senior Mechanical Engineer and works 
on a number of building service design 
projects across a range of sectors.

Careers Tea — diplomacy 

�2�Q�������0�D�U�F�K�����8�.���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W���%�H�F�F�D���:�K�L�W�H��
delivered an online talk and Q&A 
session on working in the Civil Service. 
Becca talked the students through her 
wide range of experience working 
for the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���2�I�“�F�H���V�L�Q�F�H���������������Z�K�H�U�H��
her roles have primarily focused on 
security issues. She has worked on 
Afghanistan, the campaign to counter 
Daesh and was posted to Rome, where 
she focused on migration. Becca has 
also worked in the Middle East, and prior 
to her maternity leave, was Head of the 
Egypt Team. 

Becca talked the students through the 
different roles available in the Civil 
Service and shared her insights and 
�“�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�V���D��
diplomat. Students had the opportunity 
to ask Becca questions and were inspired 
to pursue a career in diplomacy.

�7�R�P�P�\���6�H�D�J�X�O�O���O�D�Z���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S��

The law skills workshop with barrister 
Tommy Seagull was hosted for senior 
students interested in law or developing 
their communication and debating skills. 
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The session focused on practising the 
skills needed to be a good lawyer, and 
students worked on a plea mitigation, 
using genuine court case scenarios.

At 16, Tommy Seagull won a full 
scholarship to Eton College. At 18, he 
became the English and British schools 
debating champion (ESU English and 
International Mace). He graduated in 
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) 
from St. Peter’s College, University of 
Oxford, and was called to the bar in 2018.

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V��

‘I particularly liked the practical 
element of deducing a sentence for 
a complex case, then being given an 
opportunity to present to a judge as if 
it were a real case’. 

DG student 

‘This was an incredible experience and 
�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���P�H���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�W��
in publicly speaking about law. It was 
engaging and interesting and has 
opened my mind to sectors of law I may 
not have originally set out to study.’

DG student 

�&�D�U�H�H�U�V���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��

The Careers Department was delighted 
to run its annual DG virtual careers 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�Q���������0�D�U�F�K�����2�Y�H�U��
�������S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���J�X�H�V�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
Old Blues, attended. There were nine 
rooms open for students to access. 
Industries included: publishing and 
journalism; government and politics; 
programming, technology, coding 

and gaming; arts including music 
performance and theatre; engineering 
and STEM; medicine and healthcare; 
�D�Q�G���“�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���O�D�Z�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V���W�D�O�N�H�G��
through their career journey and then 
answered questions on their work and 
�T�X�D�O�L�“�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����*�X�H�V�W�V���J�D�Y�H���“�U�V�W���U�D�W�H���W�L�S�V��
to our students to encourage them to 
think about their future choices.  

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V

‘The law room gave me an insight into 
what I’d do in the future as a solicitor’

DG student 

�L�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J���“�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�V���R�I��
a civil servant was very helpful’

GE student 

Careers Tea — law 

On 1 May, Old Blue and Barrister James 
Tyler delivered an online careers talk 
and Q&A for our senior students. James 
talked the students through his career 
experience and the life of a barrister, 
giving them a unique insight into this 
profession. Students were able to ask 
James questions and seek guidance and 
tips on getting into and staying resilient 
in this profession.

�-�D�P�H�V���L�V���D���E�D�U�U�L�V�W�H�U���D�W���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���O�D�Z���“�U�P����
Peters & Peters, where he specialises 
�L�Q���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H���D�Q�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\��
misconduct. Following his time at CH, he 

studied Archaeology and Anthropology 
at Trinity College, Cambridge. He began 
�K�L�V���F�D�U�H�H�U���L�Q���O�D�Z���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���O�D�Z���“�U�P��
�.�L�Q�J�V�O�H�\���1�D�S�O�H�\���D�Q�G���L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���F�U�L�P�H����
�E�H�I�R�U�H���I�R�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���“�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�U�L�P�H����

�&�D�U�H�H�U�V���7�H�D���K���“�O�P���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V

The magic of the movies came to CH 
�Z�K�H�Q���“�O�P���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�D��
Sutcliffe came to give a Careers Tea 
talk for senior students. Philippa 
delivered a presentation on how the 
�“�O�P���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���Z�R�U�N�V���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���“�O�P��
locations management is, sharing many 
secrets and insights from behind the 
silver screen. Philippa is an industry-
leading locations manager who has 
�Z�R�U�N�H�G���R�Q���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���“�O�P�V���D�Q�G��
�7�9���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J����
Suffragette (2015), Bridget Jones’ 
Baby (2016), Bohemian Rhapsody 
(2018), The Personal History of David 
�&�R�S�S�H�U�“�H�O�G������������������Wonder Woman  
��������������������������Venom: Let There Be 
Carnage (2021), Napolean ����������������
The Royals (2015-2018), Avenue 5 
(2020), The Essex Serpent (2022) and 
Outnumbered  (2014-2024). Philippa 
also shared her insights from working 
as a stage manager in the West End 
theatre and from her current role at 
�)�R�U�H�V�W�U�\���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���D�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���“�O�P�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
locations manager. 

Students had the chance to ask 
Philippa questions and were fortunate 
to see snippets of Philippa’s behind-
the-screen work. 
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�&�D�U�H�H�U�V���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H������������

On 24 June, Christ’s Hospital hosted 
�L�W�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���*�(���&�D�U�H�H�U�V���.�H�\�Q�R�W�H���D�Q�G��
Networking Conference, a dynamic 
and engaging event aimed at helping 
students explore potential future career 
�S�D�W�K�V���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q��
networking with professionals.

The evening began with two keynote 
talks delivered in Big School. Old Blue 
Matt West gave an insightful session on 
entrepreneurship, start-ups and the tech 
industry, while renowned composer and 
director Tim Benjamin (also an Old Blue) 
offered a fascinating look into careers in 
music and the arts.

Later, the main Careers Conference 
took place, where students had the 
opportunity to attend two of eleven 
themed industry tables. Each table 
represented a different sector from 
engineering, medicine and law, to 
creative arts, entrepreneurship, the 

�<�R�X�Q�J���5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�������������D�W��
�5�R�H�K�D�P�S�W�R�Q���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\

�&�+���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���.�L�L�V�K�L���Z�D�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���W�R��
an exclusive Award Day at Roehampton 
University after being selected as 
a Young Reporter 2025 winner, an 
impressive achievement that highlights 
her talent, dedication and passion for 
journalism.

�$�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\�����.�L�L�V�K�L���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
a special Insight Day with professional 
journalists, where she gained hands-
on experience in producing a student 
newspaper. This newspaper will be 
published across Newsquest’s online 
platforms, giving her real-world exposure 
and a standout entry for her CV, which 
is a great opportunity for any aspiring 
journalist.

The event also offered students 
the chance to experience life as 
an undergraduate at Roehampton, 
with access to campus facilities and 
workshops designed to give a true sense 
of university life.

�&�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���.�L�L�V�K�L��

Armed Forces and the Civil Service. 
With over 25 professional guests in 
attendance, many of them Old Blues, 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���E�H�Q�H�“�W�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��
about varied career journeys and the 
�V�W�H�S�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���H�D�F�K���“�H�O�G��

Students praised the event for its impact, 
describing it as ‘a great experience’ that 
gave them ‘a helpful insight into a whole 
�“�H�O�G���R�I���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���D�G�Y�L�F�H�M��
that would aid future decision-making. 
One student remarked how valuable it 
was ‘to hear directly from Old Blues who 
know the school and could share their 
real-life experiences’.

Christ’s Hospital is immensely grateful 
to all the professional guests who 
gave up their time to support current 
students. Their generosity, expertise 
and enthusiasm made for an inspiring 
evening and we are proud to continue 
connecting past and present generations 
of CH students in this meaningful way.



Starting on a high with the memorable service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, the year has once again seen wonderful engagement 
and generosity from parents, Old Blues and other friends of CH.

DEVELOPMENT

�1�H�Z���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���E�H�Q�H�“�W�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H

�7�K�H���V�X�P�P�H�U���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�V���V�D�Z�����������\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�U�R�P���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���8�.��
taking part in maths camps at CH. Supported by XTX Markets 
and in partnership with Axiom Maths, the camps built on the 
rich heritage of the Royal Mathematical School and introduced 
the opportunity of a CH education to a new audience.

Earlier in the summer, 120 pupils from Galleywall and Redriff 
primary schools in London took part in an outdoor education 
�F�D�P�S���D�W���&�+�����%�H�Q�H�“�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���&�+�M�V���H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H���L�Q���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\��
education, the students developed their teamwork skills 
through a wide range of outdoor pursuits as well as learning 
new skills in bushcraft.

�3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���������)�X�W�X�U�H�V

In response to new legislation that added £1 million a year to 
CH’s costs, the equivalent of funding 21 bursary students, a 
campaign was launched to help protect these 21 life-changing 
places. We are grateful for the support received so far from 
parents, Old Blues and other friends and hope that more will 
follow in the coming months.

�(�Q�D�E�O�H���P�R�U�H���E�U�L�J�K�W���I�X�W�X�U�H�V���D�W���&�+

To support our mission and transform lives, you can,

• Make a monthly or one-off gift to Blue Fund Bursaries at �K�W�W�S�V�������V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�K�U�L�V�W�V���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���R�U�J���X�N �R�U���E�\���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J����������������������������

• �/�H�D�Y�H���D���J�L�I�W���L�Q���\�R�X�U���Z�L�O�O���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���&�+�M�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���I�R�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���F�R�P�H�����3�O�H�D�V�H���F�D�O�O����������������������������

�7�K�U�H�H���L�Q���S�H�U�S�H�W�X�L�W�\���5�0�6���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�V

The successful conclusion of the Lord Mayor’s Royal 
Mathematical School appeal saw £800,000 raised by the CH 
community, with three permanent RMS scholarships established. 
�7�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�Z�R���5�0�6���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���K�D�Y�H���M�R�L�Q�H�G���'�H�S�X�W�\���*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���D��
third will join in September 2025.

The RMS Appeal was also an opportunity to engage with 
City livery companies, and we were delighted that the Dyers, 
Shipwrights, Glovers, Joiners and Ceilers, Makers of Playing 
�&�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���%�X�L�O�G�H�U�V�M���0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���&�+���I�R�U���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H����
�6�R�P�H���������O�L�Y�H�U�\���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���Z�L�W�K���&�+�M�V���Z�R�U�N��

A�Q���R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���*�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�D�\��

For the second year, CH Giving Day was held in November 2024 
with a range of activities undertaken by CH students, staff and 
Old Blues. The highlights of the two-day initiative included a 
closely fought house relay race in the main Quad and a colour 
�U�X�Q���E�\���W�K�H���+�H�D�G���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�����$���U�H�F�R�U�G�����������L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G��
�R�Q���*�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�D�\�����U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���D�Q���R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���e�����������������I�R�U���&�+�M�V��
transformative work.
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�:�K�D�W���“�U�V�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���\�R�X���W�R���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�"��

After returning from three years in Malaysia, I worked at a 
local school for four years, eventually becoming Head of Staff 
Development. CH had always been on my radar because years 
ago, a colleague told me ‘If you want to work somewhere that 
really makes a difference, but also has the culture and depth 
of an independent school, go to Christ’s Hospital.’ Back then, I 
never imagined I would come here as Deputy Head, let alone 
stay for six years. 

�+�D�V���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���P�D�W�F�K�H�G���\�R�X�U���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V

Absolutely. It has been a rollercoaster, but a deeply rewarding 
one. Someone told me before I started ‘One year at CH is 
like two years anywhere else.’ And that is true. It is intense, 
exhilarating and incredibly meaningful. I feel nothing but 
affection and admiration for this place. 

�:�K�D�W���D�U�H���V�R�P�H���V�W�D�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�"

Two come to mind, one at the beginning of my time and one 
�P�R�U�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�����7�K�H���“�U�V�W���Z�D�V���6�W�H�H�S�O�H�F�K�D�V�H���'�D�\���������������,���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q��
at the school less than six months and had been tasked with 
�P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���&�2�9�,�'���������G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���Z�R�U�N�H�G��
in Asia. Just days before the national lockdown, I found myself 
nervously telling Simon (Reid) that we might need to close the 
school. That day, we held a full-school assembly in Chapel and 
announced our decision to send most students home, ahead 
�R�I���R�I�“�F�L�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H�����,�W���Z�D�V���D���Z�H�L�J�K�W�\���P�R�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���,��
will never forget.

The second stand out moment is St Matthew’s Day 2024, 
when the entire school travelled to London, an event that only 
happens once a decade. With heightened security, coordinating 
2,000+ people across central London was surreal.

�:�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���Y�D�O�X�H�G���P�R�V�W���D�E�R�X�W���&�+�"

The community. My family lives on-site, my daughter attended 
the nursery here and the sense of belonging is unlike anything 
I’ve experienced. End-of-year staff gatherings in the Quad, with 
children playing on the grass and colleagues relaxing together, 
are genuinely moving. I’ll miss that deeply.

I have also been shaped by the people I have worked with. 
Ruth (Brading) and Simon have had a profound impact on 
me, professionally and personally. And then there are all the 
members of staff, from the kitchen team to security, who make 
this place feel like home. 

�:�K�D�W���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�U�H���\�R�X���P�R�V�W���S�U�R�X�G���R�I�"

I have been part of several changes, of which I am proud. 
Establishing Senior Heads of Department, helping develop our 
Professional Learning Programme and overseeing the broader 
curriculum. But what I am most proud of is the growth in our 
PGCE and SCITT (School-Centred Initial Teacher Training) 
placements. We have more trainees than ever, including former 
students returning to teach. Supporting new teachers has been 
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���I�X�O�“�O�O�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�R�O�H��

�+�R�Z���K�D�V���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���V�K�D�S�H�G���\�R�X���D�V���D�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�"

It has profoundly shifted my focus. I started out thinking success 
was all about academic results. But here, I have seen how 
�G�H�H�S�O�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���E�H�Q�H�“�W���I�U�R�P���F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�����F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\����
The pastoral care at CH is exceptional. I now think the three 
�Z�R�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���G�H�“�Q�H���Z�K�D�W���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�U�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q����
diversity and kindness.

�:�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���\�R�X���P�L�V�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W�"

First and foremost the students. But beyond the immediate 
business of teaching and school governance, Bluecoat Sports 
which has been a huge part of life for me and my family and is 
one of the most inclusive sporting environments I have seen. 
Finally, and perhaps more surprisingly, the swifts that return 
each summer to nest in the eaves of our home. Their arrival 
marks the start of summer and they remind me what a truly 
special place this is.

�$�Q�G���“�Q�D�O�O�\�����Z�K�D�W���D�U�H���\�R�X�U���K�R�S�H�V���I�R�U���&�+���J�R�L�Q�J���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�"

Just that it continues to deliver its remarkable mission. I have 
no doubt that it will. Change is inevitable, but I know Christ’s 
Hospital will remain a place that transforms lives. That is its 
legacy and its future.

Interview 
�/�8�.�(���:�$�/�7�(�5�6��
Deputy Head
�.�W�M�G���O�Q�X�G�U���Q�P���V�Q���D�G���*�G�C�F���Q�H��
�.�G�K�I�J�V�Q�P���2�C�T�M���K�P���4�G�C�F�K�P�I���C�H�V�G�T���U�K�Z��
�[�G�C�T�U���C�V���%�J�T�K�U�V�o�U���*�Q�U�R�K�V�C�N��

FAREWELLS
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�:�K�D�W���G�U�H�Z���\�R�X���W�R���&�K�U�L�V�W�M�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�"

After nearly two decades teaching in a state school in London, I 
wanted a change, not just professionally, but personally.

I would not be here if it were not for education and I was the 
�“�U�V�W���L�Q���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\���W�R���J�R���W�R���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����6�R���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���V�F�K�R�R�O��
that genuinely transforms lives, particularly for young people 
who might not otherwise have access to those opportunities, 
really resonated.

�:�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���*�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�"

One of the strengths of the department when I arrived was its 
consistency. We had a committed, tight team and the students 
could see that. That builds trust.

Over the years since, that foundation has evolved. The 
curriculum has expanded to include modern, globally relevant 
topics from the geopolitics of energy to food security.

It is so important that students understand the world they live in. 
�:�K�H�Q���\�R�X���D�U�H���������R�U���������D�Q�G���\�R�X���U�H�D�O�L�V�H���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�M�V��
energy is controlled by Russia, it is pretty mind-blowing.

�:�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�"

School trips have played a key role in bringing geography to 
life and the Iceland trip is always a highlight. I also love seeing 

Interview 
DONNA PETFORD, �*�G�C�F���Q�H���)�G�Q�I�T�C�R�J�[
�#�H�V�G�T���������[�G�C�T�U���V�G�C�E�J�K�P�I���C�V���%�J�T�K�U�V�o�U���*�Q�U�R�K�V�C�N�����&�Q�P�P�C���2�G�V�H�Q�T�F���K�U���U�V�G�R�R�K�P�I��
�D�C�E�M���H�T�Q�O���V�J�G���E�N�C�U�U�T�Q�Q�O���D�W�V���P�Q�V���G�P�V�K�T�G�N�[���H�T�Q�O���%�*���N�K�H�G���� 

students go on to study geography in all its forms at university. 
That’s really satisfying.

The school traditions will always stand out as memorable, 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���P�\���“�U�V�W���D�Q�G���O�D�V�W���6�W���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�M�V���'�D�\�V�����7�K�H���“�U�V�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
everything was so new. The last, at St Paul’s Cathedral, for the 
sheer scale and ceremony.

�:�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���\�R�X���P�L�V�V���P�R�V�W�"

�7�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����,�W�M�V���D���Z�D�U�P�����Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���“�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
brilliant colleagues. And I’ve always loved the relationships that 
�F�R�P�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J�����:�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���J�U�R�Z���D�Q�G���t�R�X�U�L�V�K���L�Q��
that environment is really special.

�:�K�D�W���F�R�P�H�V���Q�H�[�W�"

I will still be involved at CH with outdoor education like archery, 
canoeing and bushcraft. That feels like the best of both worlds. 
It brings together my love of the outdoors with the opportunity 
to give students new experiences.

�)�L�Q�D�O���U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�"

It’s been a privilege to teach here. Education changes lives and I 
�K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�K�D�W���“�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G�����%�H�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�D�W���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���I�R�U���V�R���P�D�Q�\��
students has been incredibly rewarding.
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Watching a student develop 
from Second Form all the way 
through is a joy, seeing them 
�J�U�R�Z���L�Q���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O����
discovering who they are.

�:�K�D�W���L�V���L�W���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���'�U�D�P�D���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���V�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�"

The shows we put on here are incredible. It is genuinely like 
professional theatre. The students completely throw themselves 
into it and we have had some brilliant staff and external directors 
over the years who have pushed the standard so high.

Chicago was amazing, and so was West Side Story and Les 
Misérables last year. The quality is just fantastic. I performed in 
The Magic Flute���Z�K�H�Q���,���Z�D�V���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���K�H�U�H�����,�W���Z�D�V���R�X�U���“�U�V�W���R�S�H�U�D��
and such a proud moment.

For the students, the impact it can have on them is huge too. It 
offers a cathartic contrast to their more academic subjects. It is 
both intellectually and physically demanding, but it also builds 
�F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���V�H�O�I���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q��

Some students choose design or technical routes rather than 
performance and we’ve had several go on to study stage 
management and technical theatre at university or drama school.

Watching a student develop from Second Form all the way 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�V���D���M�R�\�����V�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���J�U�R�Z���L�Q���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O����
discovering who they are.

�:�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���\�R�X�U���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�L�O�H���K�H�U�H�"

That is easy. Directing A Midsummer Night’s Dream  in the Bird 
Sanctuary Woods. It is my favourite place on site and is a beautiful 
woodland clearing. We put on the whole production without 
spending a penny, borrowing and making everything. It was a real 
passion project, all about sustainability, creativity and teamwork.

But being Head of Second Form was honestly my favourite role. 
I helped organise the residential assessments and was involved 
in the admissions process. It felt so meaningful knowing the 
decision we made to bring a child here could change their life. 
That role was all about nurturing and supporting students in 
�W�K�H�L�U���“�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���D�Q�G���,���O�R�Y�H�G���L�W��

�:�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���\�R�X���P�L�V�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W�"

The students, without question. They are incredible: driven, 
talented, but also grounded. Most of them know how lucky they 
are to be here and they grasp every opportunity. I will also miss 
the site itself, especially the green spaces, the woods and the 
chance to just be outdoors.

�,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���O�H�I�W���D���O�H�J�D�F�\�����Z�K�D�W���G�R���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���L�V�" 
I hope I have created a safe and trusting space where students 
�I�H�H�O���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�R���J�U�R�Z�����Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���F�R�Q�“�G�H�Q�F�H�����L�Q���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
or in their love of theatre. Drama can be vulnerable work, so 
building a positive environment was always my priority.

�$�Q�G���\�R�X�U���D�G�Y�L�F�H���W�R���\�R�X�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�"

Enjoy every minute, the highs and the challenges. It is a 
�U�R�O�O�H�U�F�R�D�V�W�H�U�����E�X�W���\�R�X���Z�R�Q�M�W���“�Q�G���D���P�R�U�H���U�H�Z�D�U�G�L�Q�J�����L�Q�V�S�L�U�L�Q�J��
place to work.

Interview 
�=�2�(���0�8�1�'�$�<�� �&�T�C�O�C���6�G�C�E�J�G�T
�#�H�V�G�T���������[�G�C�T�U���V�G�C�E�J�K�P�I���F�T�C�O�C���C�V���%�J�T�K�U�V�o�U���*�Q�U�R�K�V�C�N���C�P�F���C�U���C�P���1�N�F���$�N�W�G����
�<�Q�G���/�W�P�F�C�[���K�U���U�V�G�R�R�K�P�I���C�Y�C�[���H�T�Q�O���J�G�T���T�Q�N�G���V�Q���H�Q�E�W�U���Q�P���J�G�T���H�C�O�K�N�[���� 



It is important to acknowledge and thank those who are leaving us for their invaluable contributions to our school community. 
The dedication and hard work of our staff members who are moving on have made a lasting impact on our students and the 
CH community. 

Whether they have been with us for one year or 12, each member of staff has made an invaluable contribution to this 
extraordinary community. We are deeply grateful for all they have given and wish them every success and happiness in the next 
chapter of their lives.

Leaving Staff  

�*�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���6�S�R�U�W�V���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�V

Toby Scott  (one year) 

�0�R�U�J�D�Q���6�W�X�U�W (one year) 

�*�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�V

�)�O�R���)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N��(two years) 

�/�X�F�L�Q�G�D���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���%�X�U�Q�V (two years)

�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���L�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�M���6�W�D�I�I

�3�\�U�ª�Q�H���5�H�V�V�H�J�X�L�H�U���1�D�Y�D�U�U�R – French Language Assistant 
                                                        (one year) 
�/�H�R�Q�L�H���+�D�V�N�D�P�S – German Language Assistant (one year)

Natalia Barrera  – Spanish Language Assistant (one year)

Jiahua He  – Mandarin Language Assistant (one year)

Edward Scott – Designer in Residence (one year)

VMTs

�6�W�H�Y�H�Q���%�U�R�R�N�V – VMT singing (nine years)

�0�D�W�U�R�Q�V

�*�D�L�O���&�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�K�D�P – Matron’s Assistant (seven years)

�&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���.�H�D�U�O��– Matron’s Assistant  (three years)

�&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���&�R�U�P�D�F�N – Matron’s Assistant (18.5 years)

�6�X�S�S�R�U�W���6�W�D�I�I

�0�D�W�W�K�H�Z���(�O�G�U�L�G�J�H – Physics technician (one year)

�)�D�W�K�H�U���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z���$�X�V�W�H�Q��– Chaplain (two years)

�0�D�U�W�L�Q���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�V��– Academic Data Manager (10 years)

�6�D�U�D�K���0�X�U�W�R�Q

Teachers

�$�Q�G�U�H�Z���&�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�K�D�P – English (eight months) 

�5�R�V�H���%�X�J�H�O���6�K�X�Q�U�D – Classics (one year)

�5�H�E�H�F�F�D���4�X�L�Q�O�L�Y�D�Q���6�P�L�W�K��– Geography teacher  (one year)

�$�Q�W�R�Q�L�D���7�D�P�E�O�\�Q – Drama (one year) 

�6�R�O�R�P�R�Q���:�R�R�G�D�O�O�� – Maths (two years)

�9�L�F�N�L���+�X�U�V�W��– Head of EAL (two and a half years)

�6�D�P�H�X�O���&�K�H�X�Q�J – Maths (three years)

�'�D�Q�L�H�O���0�F�4�X�H���J���+�H�D�G���R�I���$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���'�U�D�P�D�����“�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��

�&�O�D�L�U�H���%�U�L�G�J�P�D�Q���J���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����“�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��

�-�R�Q���0�F�1�D�X�J�K�W – Geography teacher (four and a half years)

�6�D�U�D�K���0�X�U�W�R�Q – T&P and house parent Barnes (six years)

�/�X�N�H���:�D�O�W�H�U�V – Deputy Head (six years)

�&�K�U�L�V�W�\���+�D�Z�N�L�Q�V – English (eight years)

Michèle Reid – French teacher (eight years)

Rebecca Krebs  – Geography & Head of PSHE (10 years)

�'�R�Q�Q�D���3�H�W�I�R�U�G – Head of Geography (10 years)

�=�R�H���0�X�Q�G�D�\ – Drama teacher (12 years)
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We are grateful to all students, staff, Old Blues and the wider school community 
who have contributed to The Blue 2024–25

www.christs-hospital.org.uk 

�5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���&�K�D�U�L�W�\���1�R������������������


