
CHRIST’S HOSPITAL 

 

BROADER CURRICULUM POLICY 

 
The CH Curriculum 
The curriculum at Christ’s Hospital (CH) is underpinned by the school’s purpose, mission and 
objectives: 

 
PURPOSE:  
To challenge inequality by providing a nurturing, transformative education for young people 
from all backgrounds. 
  
MISSION:  
 
The mission of Christ’s Hospital is to offer young people of suitable age an education of such 
breadth and excellence as will fit them pre-eminently for service in society and employment in 
their generation; and in particular to enable them to compete competently with their peers for 
opportunities in further education and careers. In doing so,   

a) to develop first the skills, learning habits, independence of mind and spiritual 
awareness that will enable and motivate them to continue to educate themselves 
throughout their lives; and second, a high sense of responsibility towards themselves, 
their families, their associates and to society at large, such as to form a permanent 
foundation of their training and character;  

b) in the choice of pupils, to have regard especially to children of families in social, 
financial or other specific need;  

c) to provide our pupils with opportunities to explore, reflect upon, and grow in their 
understanding of, the Christian faith;  

d) to maintain and further the close connection with the City of London so successfully 
nurtured since 1552.  

   
OBJECTIVES: 
 
Christ’s Hospital has the following objectives for students:    

a) the school experience centres on building and strengthening values. These are 
kindness, inclusion, responsibility, perseverance, and individuality, which are principles 
of the Christ’s Hospital curriculum; 

b) protect and develop excellence in academic achievement through structured growth 
of teaching and learning practices, innovation and insisting upon a culture of scholarly 
curiosity; and 

c) the school recognises that some of the most notable learning takes place well beyond 
the classroom as part of a broader curriculum; it places strong emphasis on the value 
of blended experience to create the finest possible curriculum.  

 
The broader curriculum 

 
Christ’s Hospital’s (CH) purpose is to challenge inequality by providing a nurturing, 
transformative education for young people from all backgrounds. We believe that learning and 
development are enriched by experiences outside of the classroom that expose students to 
new passions and allow them to grow their interest in other areas of activity. 
 
The ‘extra-curricular’ or ‘co-curricular’ provision at CH is referred to as the ‘broader curriculum’ 
because it is not an extension of our offering, but a core part of it. A key ambition for the school 
is raising the understanding of the benefits and values instilled by the broader curriculum. 
We expect all students at CH to engage positively with a broad range of activities outside the 



classroom, and we are unequivocal that broader curricular activities are a critical part of a 
meaningful rounded, CH education. 
 
The broader curriculum caters for the pursuit of excellence and the opportunity to try 
something for the first time. It endorses the specific benefit of collaborative endeavour but also 
allows space for individual pursuits. It will also provide opportunities for leadership, social 
development and fun. 
 
The aims of the broader curriculum are: 
 

• to offer a wide range of opportunities for self-discovery and challenge; 

• to support learning, enrich passions or provide social and cultural 
development; 

• to be inclusive and to foster progression and enjoyment for all students from 
the novice to the elite through their time at CH; 

• to build an increased feeling of belonging which will enhance students’ 
experience of education during their time at CH and prepare them for life after 
CH; 

• to support and complement the academic and pastoral programmes, within the 
concept of the overall total curriculum; and 

• to promote a life-long love and appreciation for learning, performing, competing 
and personal development. 

 
Junior Actives (Second Form, Third Form and Little Erasmus) 
 
Junior Actives take place on a Wednesday between 16:00-17:00. 
 
All students in Second Form, Third Form and Little Erasmus must attend their Junior Active 
each week. 
 
Students select their Junior Active in advance of the new term and are encouraged to attend 
the same active for the whole term. In some instances, it is possible to swap if there is space 
in other Junior Actives. 
 
Unexplained absence from Junior Active without good reason may lead to a Broader 
Curriculum Detention (BCDT), in line with CH expectations which usually takes place on a 
Sunday but may take place on a Friday or Monday due to Leave Weekends or holidays. 
 
Junior Actives are split into intellectual pursuits, creative arts, leisure activities and outdoor 
education. 
 
The current list of Junior Actives can be found in Appendix 1. 
 
Senior Actives (Upper Fourth, Greater Erasmus, Deputy Grecians and Grecians) 
 
Senior Actives are in two forms – Senior Actives which take place on a Tuesday between 
16:15 and 17:15 and Senior Extended Actives which take place on a Tuesday afternoon 
between 14:00 and16:00. 
 
All students in the Upper Fourth must choose a Senior Extended Active but can also choose 
a Senior Active. Students in the Greater Erasmus, Deputy Grecians and Grecians can do 
either a Senior Active or a Senior Extended Active, or both. 
In the summer term, Greater Erasmus and Grecians do not have to choose a Senior Active or 
Extended Active. 



 
Students select their Senior Actives in advance of the new term and are encouraged to attend 
the same active for the whole term. In some instances, it is possible to swap if there is space 
in other Senior Actives. 
 
Unexplained absence from Senior Actives without good reason may lead to a Broader 
Curriculum Detention (BCDT), in line with CH expectations which usually takes place on a 
Sunday but may take place on a Friday or Monday due to Leave Weekends or holidays. 
 
Senior Actives are split into intellectual pursuits, creative arts and leisure activities. Senior 
Extended Actives are split up into personal development and outdoor education. 
 
The current list of Senior Extended Actives and Senior Actives can be found in Appendix 2. 

 
Drama 
 
Drama is part of both the academic and broader curriculum at CH, allowing for novices and 
aspiring actors to develop. 
 
The senior drama production usually occurs just before Christmas, and the junior show is in 
the summer term. There are often smaller, student led events and showcases on offer too. 
 
There is obviously long practice and performance elements to these productions; these take 
place after lessons on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday for juniors and a Monday or Tuesday 
for seniors. It is also accepted that rehearsal can sometimes take place on a Sunday. 
 
Students can also elect to take LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art) and/or 
ISTD (Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing) qualifications. These lessons are delivered by 
qualified teachers at a cost to the student in addition to academic lessons and broader 
curriculum commitments. 
 
Failure to attend any drama commitment will result in a meeting with the Director of Drama 
and/or a Broader Curriculum Detention. For repeat offenders, it may result in a removal of the 
privilege to attend. 
 
Music 
 
Music is an integral part of life at CH and students are able to listen to their peers playing live 
music every day of the week. 
 
There are 35 ‘official’ music ensembles, plus ad hoc and student-led groups. The junior 
ensembles take place throughout the week. 
 
The major annual events are the School Concert, Music Scholars’ Concert, House Singing, 
Big Band Concert, Angus Ross Concert, Symphonic Concert, summer term School Concert 
and Beating Retreat. 
 
In addition to this there is Band Parade on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, and 
Lunchtime Concerts on a Tuesday and Thursday. 
 
Dedicated supervised music practice time is available for juniors every weekday. 
A significant number of students have individual music lessons which operate on a rotational 
basis to avoid the same lesson or broader curriculum commitment being missed. Older 
students who have “study periods” and gaps in the afternoons can more easily organise 



lessons at the same time each week. For others, especially those who learn more than one 
instrument or who are multitalented, there are bespoke arrangements that are carefully agreed 
by the Director of Music. 
 
Failure to attend any music commitment will result in a meeting with the Director of Music 
and/or a Broader Curriculum Detention. For repeat offenders, it may result in a removal of the 
privilege to attend. 
 
The current list of music ensembles and groups can be found in Appendix 3. 

 
Sport 
 
Sport is compulsory for all students at CH at least three times a week and this is referred to 
as Activity for Life. 
 
Students in the Second Form, Third Form and Little Erasmus take part in team sports which 
focus on fitness, fun, foundations and growing elements of competition. 
 
Students in Upper Fourth, Greater Erasmus, Deputy Grecians and Grecians are exposed to 
increasing levels of student choice. For example, students still undertake three sessions of 
physical activity per week, but these sessions fall into three strands: aspirational and 
competitive sport, recreational sport and non-competitive exercise. 
 
The current list of Activity of Life options can be found in Appendix 4. 
 
Combined Cadet Force (CCF), Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) and Expeditionary Education 
 
CCF is one of the options that take place as part of a Senior Extended Active on a Tuesday 
afternoon. Upper Fourth students join the CCF Squadron and are able to specialise in Army, 
Navy or Air Force. There are field trips each term and various other trips and opportunities 
arise sporadically for those interested in and committed to the CCF. 
 
DofE is open to Deputy Grecians and Grecians who wish to complete their Gold Award. This 
takes place on a Tuesday during the Senior Active slot and there is a training expedition in the 
Deputy Grecians’ year and a qualifying expedition at the start of the Grecian year. 
 
Expeditionary Education takes place in three different forms at CH. All students in Little 
Erasmus take part in the compulsory LE ExEd programme on a Thursday afternoon which 
includes mountain biking, kayaking, bushcraft, ecology, lifesaving, cooking and other outdoor 
activities. Juniors can choose Junior BEES (Blues Expedition and Exploration Society) as a 
Junior Active and senior can choose Senior BEES as a Senior Extended Active. BEES are 
then invited on several camping trips and expeditions over the course of the year. 

 
Service and societies 
 
Service is an important element of life at CH, and all students are encouraged to think about 
how they can contribute to the community and wider society. The main option for service is 
the Community Action programme which seniors can opt to join as a Senior Extended Active. 
This involves partnership work with local schools, care homes and other places. There is also 
a small group of Community Action students who support with the smooth running of Saturday 
match day. All Deputy Grecians complete a CHOSA (Christ’s Hospital Outreach and Service 
Award) portfolio, and the School Council also provides an opportunity for students to ‘give 
back’. 
 



There are some societies which fall outside of the usual Senior Active or Senior Extended 
Active slot, and they generally provide extension for those students focussing on a particular 
career and further education path. They occur at a range of times outside of academic lessons 
and other broader curriculum commitments. The current list of societies are Law Society, 
Oxbridge Society, Medical Society and Politics Society. 

 
Lectures and affinity groups 
 
There are several optional and compulsory lectures and talks on offer to a range of year groups 
over the course of the academic year. These range from junior author talks to subject specific 
A-level extension workshops. The Kitcher Society provides termly talks for the sixth form and 
there are a series of high-profile lectures known as the Ridley Lecture Programme which 
provide wider perspectives on life. 
 
CH has a wide range of student-led affinity groups which meet weekly and arrange events 
throughout the year. Each affinity group has a nominated staff liaison and a committee of 
students. The current list of affinity groups can be found in Appendix 5. 

 
Trips 
 
At CH, learning is enriched by the provision of well-organised and well-led educational trips 
and visits which expose young people to environments which they may have not encountered 
before. There are a range of day and residential educational trips and visits scheduled 
throughout the year. All of the educational trips and visits must directly support curriculum 
learning, enrich broader curriculum passions or provide general social and cultural 
development. 

 
Special educational needs, disability and inclusion 
 
The Broader Curriculum is designed to be fully inclusive and considers the needs of all 
students. 
 
All teachers who contribute to the broader curriculum are aware of the needs of the students. 
 
Students with SEND or an EHCP are given appropriate help and guidance by the Learning 
Support (LS) Department. 
 
The LS Department is in regular contact with the Assistant Head Broader Curriculum to ensure 
that individual needs are met, and in some cases there may be changes to the provision or 
requirements to ensure that students are able to achieve their best. 
 
Author: CEA 
Date of last review: August 2025 
Date of next review: August 2026 
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Appendix 1 – Junior Actives 
 

Intellectual Pursuits 

Debating 
Imagine sparring with words, where you get to argue your point and outwit 

your friends on exciting topics! 

Chess 
 Dive into the ultimate strategy game, where every move counts and you 

can become the grand master of your own kingdom. 

Board 
Games 

Gather your friends for epic battles of wits and luck, from classic games to 
new adventures! 

Creative 
Writing 

Unleash your imagination and create worlds, characters, and stories that 
captivate and inspire. 

Model 
Railway Club 

Joining the Model Railway Club means you get to design and build 
amazing train layouts with other enthusiasts. It's a great way to learn new 

skills, share your passion for trains and have fun creating. 

Philosophy 
Club 

Dive into deep questions and mind-bending discussions that make you 
think about life in new ways. 

Mythology 
Club 

Embark on epic journeys with gods, heroes, and monsters from ancient 
myths and legends. 

Spanish Club 
Learn to speak Spanish through fun games, songs and activities that make 

language fun. 

French 
Spelling Bee 

Show off your French spelling skills in a fun and competitive environment 
and maybe win some cool prizes! 

Creative Arts 

Photography 
Capture the world through your lens and learn how to take stunning photos 

that tell a story. 

Photoshop 
Get creative with digital art and learn how to transform ordinary photos into 

amazing works of art. 

Art Club 02 & 
03 

Get creative with fun art and design activities! Try out different materials 
and techniques, learn new skills, and work on exciting projects with your 

classmates. 

Art Club LE 
Explore your creativity, develop your skills, and collaborate on projects 

with workshops, critiques, and access to resources that help you prepare 
for exams and build impressive portfolios. 

Computing 
Dive into the world of coding and tech, where you can create your own 

games, apps, and more. 

Music 
Technology 

Mix and create your own music tracks using the latest tech and software. 

Music Theory 
Delve into the intricate principles of music composition and theory, gaining 

a comprehensive understanding of how your favourite songs are 
structured and created. 

Cooking 
Get hands-on in the kitchen and learn to make delicious dishes that will 

impress your family and friends. 

DT Graphics 
Design and create amazing graphics and visual projects using cool tools 

and techniques. 



DT Craft 
Get crafty and make awesome projects with your hands, from models to 

decorations. 

Scrapbooking 
Preserve your memories in a creative and fun way by making beautiful 

scrapbooks. 

Sewing 
Learn to sew and create your own clothes, accessories, and more – 

fashion designer in the making! 

Leisure Activities 

Table Tennis 
Fast-paced and fun, challenge your friends to exciting matches and 

improve your skills. 

Dance Move to the beat and learn cool dance routines that you can show off! 

Squash 
Get your heart pumping with this fast and fun racquet sport – perfect for 

staying active. 

Badminton 
Enjoy this energetic and fun sport that you can play with friends and 

represent CH in coming years. 

Fives  Try this unique and historic game that’s fast, fun and a great workout. 

Outdoor Education 

BEES 
Embark on outdoor adventures as you explore the woods, engage in 

exciting activities, and discover the environment around us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 – Senior Actives and Senior Extended Actives 
 

Intellectual Pursuits 

MUN Model United 
Nations 

Step into the shoes of diplomats, debate global issues, and develop 
your public speaking and negotiation skills in a realistic UN 

simulation. 

The Bryan Magee 
Journal 

Engage in stimulating conversations about society, culture, and 
human behaviour through our humanities journal. Share your insights 
and learn from others as you delve into fascinating topics beyond the 

classroom. 

Debating 
Sharpen your argumentative skills, engage in lively debates on 

various topics and learn to think on your feet. 

Young Reporter 
Scheme 

Dive into the world of journalism by participating in this exciting 
programme, where you'll learn to write compelling articles, conduct 

interviews and report on local events.  

Modern Languages 
Film Club 

Enjoy foreign films, improve your language skills and discuss cultural 
nuances with fellow language enthusiasts. 

Science & Electronics 
Club 

Experiment with electronics, work on exciting science projects and 
deepen your understanding of the physical world. 

Peer Tutoring 
Help your peers succeed academically, develop your teaching skills 

and reinforce your own knowledge in the process. 

Ethics Cup 
Engage in thought-provoking discussions on ethical dilemmas, 

develop your critical thinking skills and compete in ethics debates. 

Chess 
Challenge your strategic thinking, compete in matches and improve 

your problem-solving skills through this classic game. 

Green Power Car 
Design and build eco-friendly cars, participate in races and learn 

about sustainable engineering practices. 

Maths Club 
Explore advanced mathematical concepts, solve challenging 

problems and prepare for maths competitions. 

Science Journal 
 Contribute to a student-run science journal, write articles on scientific 

topics and improve your research and writing skills. 

Natural History 
Society 

Explore the wonders of the natural world and learn about biodiversity 
and conservation. 

Practical Architecture 
Work on architectural projects, learn about design principles and 

develop your skills in a practical, hands-on setting. 

Dissection Club 
Gain hands-on experience in anatomy, learn about the human body 

and develop your practical skills in a lab setting. 

Model Railway Club 
Joining the Model Railway Club means you get to design and build 

amazing train layouts with other enthusiasts. It's a great way to learn 
new skills, share your passion for trains, and have fun creating. 

Comp Sci Society 
Dive into the world of computer science, work on coding projects, and 

explore the latest technological advancements. 

Creative Arts 

Engineered Products 
Tackle real-world engineering challenges, work on innovative projects 

and develop your technical skills in a hands-on environment. 

Creative Writing & 
Poetry 

Unleash your creativity, write compelling stories and poems and 
share your work with like-minded peers. 



Music Theory 
Delve into the intricate principles of music composition and theory, 

gaining a comprehensive understanding of how your favourite songs 
are structured and created. 

Sewing 
Learn to sew, create your own clothes and accessories and develop 

a valuable and creative skill. 

DT Skills 
Develop your design and technology skills, work on practical projects 

and bring your creative ideas to life. 

Yarn Bombing 
Knit and crochet vibrant pieces of art to add a splash of colour to our 

surroundings. 

Art Club 
Explore your creativity, develop your skills, and collaborate on 

projects with workshops, critiques, and access to resources that help 
you prepare for their exams and build impressive portfolios 

T-Shirt Printing 
Design and print your own T-shirts, learn about different printing 

techniques and express your creativity through fashion. 

Leisure Activities 

Dance 
Learn various dance styles, improve your coordination and fitness, 

and express yourself through movement. 

Weightlifting 
Build strength, improve your fitness, and learn proper lifting 

techniques in a supportive and motivating environment. 

 
Senior Extended Actives 

Outdoor Education 

CCF Army 
Experience the thrill of military training, develop leadership skills, and 
participate in adventurous exercises that challenge your physical and 

mental limits. 

CCF Royal Navy 
Dive into naval traditions, learn maritime skills, and embark on exciting 

sea-based adventures that test your resilience and teamwork. 

CCF RAF 
 Soar to new heights with the Royal Air Force, where you'll explore 
aviation, develop discipline and engage in thrilling aerial activities. 

CCF Squadron 
Join a dynamic squadron, where you'll collaborate with peers, hone 

your strategic thinking and participate in basic skills training across the 
Army, Navy and Air Force. 

BEES 
Embark on outdoor adventures as you explore the woods, engage in 

exciting activities, and learn skills to make the most of the world around 
us. 

Gold DofE 

 
DofE Gold is a chance to challenge yourself through adventure, 

volunteering, and learning new skills—all while building confidence and 
making lifelong memories. 

 

 Personal Development  

Community 
Action  

Make a positive impact in your community by volunteering, leading 
projects and developing a sense of civic responsibility and empathy. 



Athlete 
Development 
Programme 

Elevate your athletic performance through specialized training, expert 
coaching and a focus on personal growth and excellence. 

Museum Club 
Explore the artifacts and the history of our school by working with the  

Curator in the CH museum. 

Music Practice 
Senior 

Dedicate extended time to perfect your musical skills, prepare 
thoroughly for exams and rehearse for upcoming performances, 

ensuring you achieve your best. 

Cookery 
Use our state-of-the-art food and nutrition centre to master essential 

culinary techniques, explore a variety of recipes and gain a 
comprehensive understanding of food science and nutrition 

Sports 
Ambassadors 

Being a Sports Ambassador means you get to help organize and run 
sports events at your school and in your community. It's perfect for 

passionate athletes who want to start coaching and make a real impact 
in sports. 

Library 
Compulsory chance to study for UF who do not wish to opt for any of 

the other Senior Extended Actives. Optional for GE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 3 – Music ensembles and groups 
 

Big Band Drum Majors Saxophone Quartet 

Boys Junior Choir Gospel Choir Senior Band 

Brass Ensemble Guitar Ensemble Senior Jazz Ensemble 

Brass Quintet Intermediate Orchestra Steel Pans 

CH Dixieland Trad Band Junior Choir String Quartet 

Chamber Orchestra Junior Jazz (Sax) Ensemble Symphony Orchestra 

Chapel Choir Junior Quartet Training Band 

Choral Society Lunchtime Concert Jnr Training Strings 

Corps of Drums Lunchtime Concert Snr  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 4 – Activity for Life 
 

Athletics Fitness Suite Rounders/softball 

Badminton Fives Rugby 

Basketball Flag Football Spinning 

Body Balance Football Squash 

Climbing Hockey Swimming 

Couch to 5K Lifestyle fitness Table Tennis 

Cricket Netball Tennis 

Cross Country Padel Volleyball 

Dance Fit Pilates Weightlifting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 5 – Affinity Groups 
 

African Caribbean Society  Girls in Conversation 
Muslim Student 
Association  

Antibullying Ambassadors  Green Blues  Neurodivergent Society  

Anti Sexism Group  
International Students 
Society 

School Council   

Bro Lunch  Jewish Students Association  South Asian Society  

Christian Union  LGBTQ+ Young Carers  

East Asian Society  Mixed Heritage Society    

 


